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vho following adiinistrative history of Black Canyon of
the Gumison Hational lonumont is based upon a variety of
gources. iost important, perhaps, have beon the documeniary
naterialg on EBlack Canyon at National Archives in E'Iash:i_ﬁgton
ond the various monthly rcports at Black C;n,;lyoﬂf’.*cself end in

the Superinbondentts OL{fice at Colorado Ilational lionument (now

Curccenti, Colorado and Black Canyon in liontrose)s Tie monthly
reports include reports by the rangers (both Horth and South Kinm
'in some ceses), rcports by the supervisory rangers, reports by '

the superintendents, and speeial voports.e Also a valuable

source of information have becn the regional neuspapers,

espeeially the old Monbroase Imterprige and tho contenporary

ontroso Doily Presse A variety of portinent mepgaszine articles

and books have boen referred to, and personal corrmnlcabions,
both written and 'vAer'bal , With sorze of %the hisbtoric figlu*es
assoclabed tlr:':_‘th Black Conyon have afforded an enrichient of
source naberial, | |

Nlo hiétory can be conpleto, and' this one is no e xeccptions
However, the brood canva's has been pain'tecl‘for Black Canyon,
uith many of the najor and minor details aslretched in., Years
ago Assistant Superintaindent Poul R. Franke must have looked
forwrard to that deoy when this history would be compilodeees

"Renaaber, " he wrote the two Monument rangers who in 1938 were

writing the aroa's monthly reports, "the narrative rcport is

also the history of the monument and years later it will be

neecessary to rofor to it.*
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i THE I.DIAY PERIODY

Indiang had never oxorted rmuch dircct irpact on the
country which oventually vas to become Black Canyon National

ilonunont and indeed worc long gone by the time the Honument was

created in 1933. This, howcver, had becn thoir realm for

generat ions before the penetration of tho first white men; and
at lowgt the Utes! cloim to the land was to have an indirect

ificanecs which bas lingered yoars ofter the last Indiemns

4]
§.

disappearede

Obvioudly there were aborigines in the area, if not atOthe
canyon itsolf, prior to the advent of the Utes. Folgom spenx
points have beocn found in the reszion, aend there are rmony ancient
pictographs and 1$etroglyphs. Certainly a TFrauont cui‘aura'
existod rogionally, waile mumierous (30-40) rock shelters are
Imown whose origin is obscure but which abt any rate are not
Puoblo.? Unfortunately for the history of the ifomumient, few of
the above finds wero made within its boundaries.aa '

The University of Colorado's A..luhl"OpOlO Ay Dopartmont has
carried out an archaeological rcconnaissance in the Uncor:pohgre,

Valley, os woll as east of the llonument in the va.." ey. of the

Cuzmicon River which will be inundated by rescrvolr wator; end

'these findings should be available in late 1965. Dut regardless

of nour finds, no earlier Indien group will supplant the.Utes in
terns of rogional importances -

Linguis‘ically, tho Ubes, like the Paiutes, wore Shoshoneon
and fartheor back uvereo related to the Uto-Azbecan stock wvhich also

/

gave rise to the Aztoc, Pim'a; Papago, liopi, and Corianche. The
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Utes hod always Locn a locly ouvnisaineGreat Dngin teibe, unliie

the Greot Plains Cuoyernco aad Arapahocs, dendly cncimics of tha
[ ]

os, who cxie couthwroud Inte Coicrade fron central Cenadn ond

the northsrn Grent Inlms staias pricr to 1800,

S

“he Ubog wers shorb, sbtocky, rrascular, hocordng rorély in

-an

miadlo nge. They wero raputedly good lositing for Indians b
woro goaerally dirty ond £ilty, according to scmo observers, and
bl L83

so dorlk-sttimmed thot $ho Choyennes roferred to them as "Bleck

e

Facoa® or "Dlack Indiang." Tho Utes colled themeelves Yintiz,"
riear:ing Mg, Poople, ¥ and the mountain country ubdch dhey cecupiod
thc:{ nerod "Phe Siining Founbains.®  The word "Yubsh, i peforring

to therm, o:v-e.nturli:f beeoanc comﬁptod Lo "Utol" ‘ |

of Ute Indi:ns

s

Hicboricnlly there woere tluwoc seographic bonds
in the Rock‘j wounsnin=Grest Dasin couniwy, tho group most closzly
associataé wish the Blgck Canyon arca belng the Uncompahgre or
mabeguache (proncunced Tahewatek) bende3 fThese Indions spent

their wintors slong the Uaccmpabgre (origirnlly urcopagadin,

moening "diere the red light shines on the waber; lh the valley

Caa

of the Unco;apahgv.’d was knox-:n,'o'.s the "Valley of Fountairs") and
Gurnigon (=Tomichl) Rivers be’aﬁreen presont-day lontrose and
Grond Junchion, especially in Shavano Valley south of rontrose,
traveling into the highor mountcin country in pursuit of door

wring suzmers.  This wes tholr mein conbact

vith Bloel Canyon, which was lmown as the "hlace of high rocks

and rmach water."s They wers wore or less wandarors in historic

tinos, end heaco it is difricult Lo assoss the gboriginal

popuiation of the groupe Ib has been ectinated at from 1000 to

3000 individuals ot the time of first consact with vhites; in



- undoubtedly too

ELS it was est incted ab 1500, 5000 in 1650.

) Prior to contact with white man, tho Ubtoa croe presuied To
have boon village-dwelling sedentaxy Indians, although not
agriculturally inclincd lilo tho Pueblo Indicns to the souths
ey Wero & moxm‘co.in hnting tribe, well lmoun for their
provegss with bovs and arrows, and later gunSe Their bowrs, of
juniper, pine, or othor native woods, uerse six-footers, the
arrous two to four feet long,' nede of shrub branches such as
serviceberry tipped with flﬁit or obsidian, lator with 10601,

A good Tto hunter could shoot arrous ebout es fast as & vhite -

- nan could shoot bullets from a rovolver, with dce.dlsr accurécy,

-

up to 200 focb. .
vrir .arlly and

The Ties hunted for decry '@ abbits Sy uocoad‘.ri 1y

}for ¢llz, antclope, and bighorn shecp; and these forays

L then to the vieinity of 3lucl: Canyone They
wero supcrstitious, howover, and bblieved that no ons could
follow the river through itg derk chasi and coxe out alivos
Henco, their cctivity premmably'was restricted to ‘ché rims,
wherc thoir scabicred artifacts have been found, and this
gebivity was only on & periodic basise Thore yeg en Indian
tpail into Red Roclk Canyon, and the modn crossing of the river
was done at that points. when nNscessarye

Pre suming thmt tho l'onument ared was prmumly used as a
cacuel Luntim_, ground during swrier and f£oll by tho Utes, it is

intorcsiing to, conjecture on ‘the hu.nuinf; tochni ques uged herss
Door, the corwion big gonio, nay have been ki '.L1 od in a drivo,
1ike that used with bicon on tho Grout Plainse Tho aniiwls

vore driven into decep pits within sagebrush or: other brush

bk

Indions - 3

/3
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‘poned and driod for winter usés - ' -

Indions = ip -

cnclosurcs mnd then “hu(,lltored. Reriins of whab rmay havo leon
(= "gane tra g . and elsewhere ==z : =
decor encloguras hinve ocn found in the Serpent Point area, on the -

caiyonts lorth Rine Undoubtedly docr woreo ...1.,0 hunbod inchvn.au{ﬁ T.g

by st2lking. Rabbits were genorally hunted corm wnally. Thoy -

were driveon :Lnto noLs, bumcd out of brushland cover (as r*igllt,;‘;;ﬁ_
ave ha n*:ened in tho Blaclt Canyon bra°}&~-.d), or chased with - . 2.1

dogse dack robbits were occas.lonﬂly bunted on horsobucke

The meat of cnimals kill ed would bo cool’od ovor coals,

broiled, or jerlked. RoDLDiL moat, to be boilecd, was pubt into s

watcr»proof baskzets in vhich tho uater was hoated by hot rockse i=-

T™ho broiled end ra,ls of %he larger r*m'xn*;s.lﬂ wors congidored =
doliccciese Some hidoes and aioked neat were talken to Denver the} ’
latier half of the l1aat century for barters

“‘10 Utes, unlike the Puchblo Indions to the south, made

soro uso of fish for food, though appaerently doing limitod or

no fishing within the confinss of the Dloclf Canyon out of \
daforcnce to suporstition and inacces ﬂzbllit In the valloys .

to north and south, however, fish oy have beon coucht in . =
willow woirs or. shot with arrowé, oaten Lresh o‘r boiled, or s
‘The Utesv wero not agricultural Indians and niade relatively .-
1ittlo use of plant material as food. They aid partake of fruit -:
in season, e.,oecie.lly the serviceborry and chokochorry waich . T
abound in the canyon arold, proboebly uscd the Garbel's oak '
acorns, yucca fruib, comas ond obhor roots, the large soeds of
rico gras 58, unc’oubtcdly othor plant matorial as welle For

oxaniple, they used licotiana attenuata for tobaccoe Spocial

baskets wero rﬂado for collect ing and processing plant naterialse

70 snd mntan Prarh. fraif would be grn.od and then stored in
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baglobs in wnderground nlts. Cl:iokocherrics vero often rashed

with the pits and Jried into balls for latoer use. rOnEileon,

a U:Lntn:e stople of the India:x a, wasg made fron aried scrvico=

borries or chiokochorri os, fat, and veaison, formed into bloclfs.
b N 3

- - =

Pinyon mtbs wore undcubtedly usod by local Tndians, being

apched in hot ashes and thon shelleds AW grinding of nuts

p
ctatos or morhers and rullors,

end acorns wasg done by rioens of n

a Great Basin techniques

j:h tho aveilability of snenish horses by at least 161‘;;0,'

tho Utos woro able to make hunting fora;s into the bison
country of ‘c‘::e Great Plains, and their ma‘oérial, L’«ou'*h not
gocial and rolig;:’».ou", culture ber.ran to agsume the nature of

As a case in point, the lance, & sevon-foot

the plainsg Lribes.
ame inbo nge both for hunting and in

stock tippod with £lint, ¢
uare. The quest afver bison brought the Utes in*f:o contlich with’
the Ar nahoes and Cheyonmes, and frequent alrirpiches tcok places -
ho Ubecs Wero considered brave and exzcellent 13&1’1‘”.101"8,‘&161‘"6

and angressive, and yarred not only with the tribes cbove U b

al*o with the Havaho, Kiowa, Apache, Comienche and Soghonie

Lecally, there devel opod occasi om.l anbagonis botwoen Utes

mcroaclung whiteos, ocspecially in the cocond heif of.' the

and

last centurye
criginally, the Utes lived in tepeos
ncl'lups , the latbter espociclly during

-,raits in

covered uith elk hide

or in brush-covoros frm.d ¢
As ul‘O‘J began to assume Groot Plains

surricy ronths.
g for btepeoss Tho VUtes

1ntor years, bthey began using bison hide
yere notoriously poor tapee tuildsrs, thoir niclmanoe ariong
Thoir topccs WOre

-

neishboring bribos being "Bad Lodges."

am At e e
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cmoller than most Creat Plains bepecs, with fower md shortor

polos, & larzer oolce hiole, and a higher door. 'Tho foundation

T

- -y == -~ - ‘- - e e am e - -

rfor the tepoo wog four poles, ugually of arpca which would

wave baen avoilable in the Momunent arse, with o Lotol of

b

b~

clsven poles Zer supaort of tho covoring and two poles to

rerlate the smoko ole, Sinco the Black Conyon »eglicn vas

imdouptodly used for tronsiont hunting, it seens unlikely

that any extensive topes rillages WEYrc evar nipchod here, Hut

: ¢ e ' Sa. . .
brush wickiups mey have been wsodes Corbeinly in the valleys

to north and south both Uepeos and wicldups wore aiployed,

end tepee rings have bsen ranorted net too fer £fron the

—_—

Tor clothing in the eoxly days the Utos dopended upon

deor, cll, antelope, and nountain shoecp hides and rabhit peltse

atpips of »abbit fur wero sowm bogother to moko wraps cad also
for blankets. mlankets ond robos wore & so made from olk and

i e pelts were droased b the wonien cad
&

rade into clothing. me flpesh was reroved with »ough
fleshors, then tho haip scraped off with a deor-shin beoozing

¥oxt the hidesg wWors votsed, strobched, dried, rubbed
sofbened by powd ing

with wot deor brains, and £ineglly seoled or

with a stonce

The rien wore ghlris or robes, deorskin Logs

L ] l" -
clouta and olkhido nocooasens unlessg on var roid

wyoro only the brcoch-clou{;s‘aml noccasins.

worny only 2b corcmonialse The hair, nover cub, hwag in two
braids on thoir chesise Phio womten woro beliod lcather ¢ovd

oxbonding beclow tho Imesg, occasing and logrings, end



-A

e e i

: InGicns = 'Z

' | /1

bLoolobt canse Thoy wore their holy uvnbraided, With the

avoilability of bulfalo, that hido cmae into cormor. use Loy nany

Lo 0f clothing, such o8 rioccosing made fron the hide turasd

hair-cide in.
tockebs of e variety

For houcolkeeping, the Utes weve cood

of sizes and shopeos from willcwr, Theso us ed Lor wakber woro

water~proofed with pinyon pitch, soms of which wicht have been -

obseinsd fronm the Blaclk Canyon pinyon grovos. Wocden bLowls

Lo
were occasionelly ugaed, probably mado of cobtommood, Iinited

quznbities of poor grade pottery were also ubilized. The Ubes

uere acconplishod et maldng a varieby of bucks n pouches 1'11;x.ch

Utonsils sar‘h ag awls, bide

were often nicely decorated,

scpaper bandles and laifo handles were made of tono or. horns

fmong the Utes, the women made. the clothing, proviced ubenslls

fo» the lodge and hou chold, cooked the meals, looked after the
ov:.nz;. Heonwhile,

children, ond Wero nyimrily concerned in camp -l

the mon hunted, made ral ids in%o o'rmwr perritory, viroughth

woapons, and conductod rost of the e corsmonialse
}

T 1061 the Guemison tend of Tiea wag glven

Conejof by tho terriborial fovernor of Colorado, ox

Fond was appointed the first cgente The Treaty of 10863,

patifioed the next year, seob thoe Uncorpahgre Utes on & reservation
which included the preseat arsca of tha romwaent as well as other
Colorado country west of the continental aivide. This treaty, |
sipned LY ten of the Tabouache leader includlng Oyxeys

guaranteed thal tho Ubes, in exchonge for 1ond piven up, would
recoivo frem the folerzl covernmsnt 150 cattle amunally for

£ ve yoars, lOOO‘sﬁeel annuclly for tuo :,rozv:s, then 500 shecep

S
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a yoox Tor hlreo more years if during this poriod tlic Indimns
showod an inborcst in ranching and agriculbure, Thors was
prorifas to furnich a bleockanith and bo givo the band 10,000

a year in goods and $10,000 in provisions for ton yoars. 0On

all of these promises tho gove mont dofaultods

Tho Treaby of 1868 united the Use bonds, and Chicf Ouray

was naned by the government to hoad tho nation at $l000 a year

A2

sc]nry.é In all, tho Utes enterod into cight troctles with
during this periode
sho Unitcd States Govormmenty By 16882, shortly aftor tho . local

rozion had boen throim open 0 whiso sobtlement, noat of tho

tions in Ubah, thus

Cclorada Utoer had beoon moved to reserva
cuzbailing direct Indian influence in the Black Canyon XcgGions

In »obrospech, 3% would goom 1ilply that the main use

rhe Utes mode of the Black Canyon ared Wad for hunsing ond

perhaps some collection of plont natorinlse They did ugo

Siczial Hi1l, souith of the lomwient near the Wost Portal of

the Cunnigon Diversion Turnel, for exzchongoe of signal fires

in years gone by; and there has been an unlikely yumor thob

' . ‘ . -
minte Pruiblond Hesa dates o o

the firc scar on hhe orth

Tive sot by Thea bo drive out the whitoe nian,

oo

stpangely cnough; the Ubes! rost significmnt impact on

tho Mommment caome long after the maiens? departure. The Ute

Tndian Troaky of Juno 15, 1808, guarcnteod the Utes o

reruneration of $1,325 an cecro for any ndou disnosition of the
csbablishnent

thon the originel lonument,,

1and undor Sha Public Lend Lowade

wag being coasidered in tho early 1930 '3,7 and vhen later

! beundery chonzes wero contemplotod, tho gpschey of this

- end uhwir

% l mrovigion was to kosp tho momory of the Utes® former "oappy
. A

i - P PR 3 | B, ORI,
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) = Unleges otheriizso neted, tho folleuring ncemunt of the Ube
Indians og a cultural group is based upon a synnhesis
of informeition frcem the referencea Deloe. :

Feolg, Ralrh L, 1935, EBthnolory of Loelzyy liowbain otional
Pariz. 27 ppe liational Porl: Sorvice,. Bcrhcley.

Dricsham, Lillian Re 1931, liistorlal puido to Colorados.
Colorade Socieby <f the D.AWR., Denver,

can of Awericon ¥t 3301053. 1919, ¥andbock of Anericon
Incdians north of lexico. PBur. smer. Etlmo. Bulle 30
Cropley, Geowge T, 1950, Coloradnly mountain Utea. Colo.

tlonderland 1(6) 20=23, . ' :

Daniecls, delen Sloan. 19bl, Tho Ute Indians of outh-
wastern Colorado. D'“dnro, Duyeanzo Public Lib»ary,

Dawson, Thores P, 1919, The Ute Indians belfore the
appearance of the White ilan. The Trall 1 (2): 5=10,

Douzlasg, Eric H, and J. Ao Jecncone 1945, The Ute Indianse
Danver Art Tussum Lesafleb lae 10,

Emitt, Roberte 105h. The last wrar freils 333 pd. TUnive
klahoria Press, lomian,

Rorbcé-Lindsey, G, Hoa 1907, Exploring the Culquon Canons
vopld s Work 1h{5): 9376-9373.

iofen, InRay Re 1052,  The Indicns of Colorados 52 ppe
State HIistorical Soclety of Colorado, Doavors

‘rl

Joclmick, Sidney. 1913. Early dcys on the wostern slope
of Cclorado. 38 ppe Cawrson-Earper Company, Denver,

Lowie,Pcbart He 195k, Indions of the pleing. 222 1p.
IlcGroy-1iill Book Co., How Yorlke .

Opler, lMarvin K. 1Sl10. The Southern Ute of Colorado. Int
feculiurebion in seven fmeorican Indicon bribes, Rsldh

VL w.w

~Linton, editor. A. Apploton-Century, liew Yorke

State Historicdl Society of Colorndo, Ute Indian Huseun
exhitibs and bre ckm?o,~hort=osc.

“tewart, O-ecr Co 1942, Culture oloment dly‘“l“uElOﬁﬁt
XVIII, Ute~Southern Palute. Anthropolozical Records
&lh), University of Celiforniz Press, Borlzcle.
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noclaroll, Wilson. 1956. Tho ULos: & forgotten pcoplce
.307 Poe Sog0 Boolss, Denvcere

The Ube Indions in historical -
ColOe 180

L

Zinrpy, Robert e 1938,
pelobion to proto~Axbeco-Tonoan culburc.

15(h) s 1341524

2 « Porconal cormunication from
of Anthropolozy, University ol Colo

[}

Dr. Robort Lister, Dopartment
I’ado’ Al)I’il 19, 1965'.

24 Tio Folsom points ond "sarious rock inscriptions” woro
found on the lcrth Rim noar tho l'onumentts west boundary
in Scptember of 1939, - Honthly Reporte

3 - Later incoxporated into tho 1iiadle or Ccchetopa AGONCYe

", , by the Yubasg called Ancepagard

{wiich according Lo the interprecter, means Lasuna

Colorado) becomigse noar its courcse therc is & spring of

red wvater, hot and bad testing. " - Bolbton, Eerbert E.

1950, Pogeant in the wildernesse Ubah Histe 2T 13:

150,

5 - llational Park Service Report,
ational Archives,

S RN

L, - According to Bscanlante,

Hovembor, 1937. HCR-RB,

ne A wiclup site was found at ths west end of the Liorth Rim in ,
, Septerbor of 1939, ond tenbt poles were found in sugust of

' 1ch0 in the sano genercl arvea, A130, just vader the

pivrock overlool:ing the wost end of Bostuick Perk 2

possible burial site voas élscovered in Septenber, 195632, =~

Lonthly Reports.

os thoir land "as long as the

6 - This troaty guarmateed the Ut
vight growe" . .

pivers misht mn and grasses
7 - Sso Chaptor V, Ths Monument Establighment. ®

. s
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CHAPTER II | /1L
TIE BARLY RoGTONAL EXPLORERS
Rivera, BEscalanto, cumison and Frazont

1£ history could be rouritton, it would be ruch niore exciting
1ad the firat white oxplorcrs of the

sieipt tho uplift.

v in 1765, over

for Plack Canyon's to havo I

roach the chami rin pother than microly

rosion
o tho Uncompahgre Vello

fut from Riveratls onbry int

s before history could ruthfull

a ccnbury was bto plso y record such

on oevcente
. 7/ . .
Juan leria de Riveratls ¢

ty of Black Canyon.l

spodition of 1765 was probably the

rirst in tho vicini on ordecrs Lrom Tomﬁs
fTew Mexico, the parly had left Santa

/7
vélez Cachupin, Governor of
he wostern San Juins,

mineral riches, prospocted ©

Fe scarching for
slope of the Unconipehpre

and evenbually cormo down tho north

Platoou into the river valley I

oy today!s ontrosce

Following the Tncompehgro River northwest, the expedition
skirted the wesbern e of tho Black Cenyon uplift Lo the
junction of the CGunnicon and Uncompahgre Rivers near tho presenﬁ-
day bowm of Doltd, where On thc>south bank an encarprient vas
rade in a mcadode Hore,'reportcély, Rivera cubt a cross oh a
mgocond-growth” cottomiood bogether with bis initials end the year
of the tripe. Aftor sending two rien 2CTOS83S tho river (nmistalzoned
for the Golorado) Lo 100k for Yuta (=Ute) Indimns, Rivora turnod

ound and proceedod back ©

Tranciscans I'ray Francisco AY

he way ho had COR®s .

his group ar
onagio

In late gurmorl of 1776

o Vélez do Egeolante and thoipr suall

end Fray Silvestr
# 4y honor of tho loader

do narcd "Atanaslo

S
Doningues

party, with a yota gul
porifngues, o nortiheast off tho Unconpehgro ploveau and struclk
cisco) about five ridles

ahsro River (=Rfo de San Frun

the Unconid
This was nov enti

south of prosent-day liontrosee rely strange
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 tho west benk of the Unconpahire Rwer,

_od{;od rieadow aoou'b the

country, inastuch as tho expodition wag femil sar with Rivorats

journal ond includcd ono man vho had o.lready bcen in the awen,

al]y noted that whore the exp

cadoyr aboub tbroo leo;;ucs long

»

mgcalante prophotic ecdition first
saw the river "..eethore is am

.‘

with excellent lond for CTOPS, opportunitios for jrrigetion ond
n3

ocvery thing ncoded for the establistmént of a gdod sobtlencnte.
The next dey, Augush 27, the party novod dowmstreom along
with the Black Co..xyoh

uplift in view to thoe right, crossed.uho river soveral miles

below todayls I-iontvoso, and campod for

co riles nopth of Olathe, On the 20th

tho e:a:peditlon 16ft the river end cub cro gs~country o Jomd the-
ond of tho uplift, striling the CGunnison River (=Rio do San
Prancisco Javier=Rio del Tomichi) several milos west of its

orth Fork, near the gito of Austine

night in e bend of he river where thero was

USa nto. Iom.cm it then on uthe

junction with the I

group caxped that
sone pasburage, 7 nenming the spob

ssed the Gumnison ivor "in which tho

arternoon of Iugust 30 ero
os of the horses" and

above the sbouldo" blad

water ronchod
Torth Fork of the Curnison (—-Rlo de

prococdod northeast to the
about the 1oéaﬁzion' of Hobtchlzlss.

here the expedition crossed northeast over CGrand l16s?, leaving

santa Fosa de Lima), ab From

the Black Canyon arclle

Thus Es calanto ond his men circled ruch of the Plack Canyon

gouth by west to north, fording wabor which hed enanated

roalized wi

{ron

from the porges Lut nover

circuniscribede

sround 1837 Fort Uncompahgre was constructed just bolow

-

fat rugged seenery they had |

o e bine
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the junciion of tho Gumiison and Uncorpe hesre by fntoino Robidoux,

rrenchy trador fronm Ste Louis; and(fcr the short time beforo it
was burned by Uted, the Tort served a@s & CONG epcpating point.L
tpobod to the Black Canyon COTEes

Mt if enyono {ron-horo neENc’T

the event was unpublicizede
in 1353 Johmn ¥illiens Gunuison and his p"rt" 1llko thoso

pefore, skirted the Black Canyon uplifh but falled to rcoch the

inagch as Cunnison's naAe ig closcly ascociated |

it is wortb delinsating in grcater

dotail this man ond his expedition.s

Johm Williams Cunnison wasd born on Novanmber l,, 1812,

£OTICe tlewover,

with the prosent’ﬁonuncnt,

Goshen, liow Lonpshdve, & erall village in ths Sunapoo liountainse
cdet at west Pol int,

1833 he was appointed as & C

In the spring of
then he graduated in

studics on July 1, 1833.

cormencing hiis s
To. 692, he ranlted seccond in his ¢

Juno of 1837 as Cadet

logs of

£ifGTe

FPecl

ing that "the jnterests of indiviaualsg should yiold
theip Country," Gunn,son aceceprtod & corrilssion

J 1, 1837-

to tho interest of
as second lﬂcutcnﬁnt on Jul Fe was shorily ordered, &as
gn ordnonce officer, to Plorida where ot the tir;e thero was

tmouble with tho Seminole Indions. During the courseo of this
tour of duty ho explored many of the unlknown lakes and rivers in
omi-tropicel VllGDPﬁOSu. Tho next year he was transforred

£ Topographical Engineor

tbls S0
a for whon he carriecd oub

to the Corps O
survoys both in Florida end Coorgine

1611, he marriod He 1 ho had

tha A. Delony wior

to Groen BaJ, Wisconsin, to

on April 15,
u.xOl‘t"y 1’8 a3 3011\1

net in Georgiae
in«llchlran boundary e

wrvey of the Yiccons

Iio wes

carry out o 8

bt e
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c::;agcd in a gsurvey of Lale lichigan in 1842 end continued
:m“vcys of tho Great Lakes into 1848,

I’l April of 1819 hso received o myrige ordors to Iﬁiﬂcceod to
St. Touis and tharz join an erpedition bowmd .f.‘or Thoh Territory.
13 job was to cormenco a survey along a now snd ’L"ll-’.;-’lO’.ﬁ‘). rouncs
fron Fort Iiol n tho Ororon Teail to tho "ormon sobtlement at
Groat Salt Lale, obioining all information pos siblo about the

Jdt Lalio Velley and raliing charts of the couniyy.

b d ?.

Thig expedition was under tho cormaend of‘ Captain Howard

Ssensbury. Yaen the ccmp ny left S84, Iouis, Gunnicon was gick

exnd had to be trmﬁpcr’scd on a bod in the l'arga coring wegon
vsed for cerrying insitruments, He rcachod -Salt Lalis en }niu?qst y
23, 18[,“ ang, -hav— ng recovered fron his illz-gss, went up Lo
Fort Eall and later supai*intended the narty w‘r;ibh exrlored Utch
Take and i1ts vicinily over a thrcee-month perliods

During the vinter of 1849-50, which Gumﬁson apent ab
Salt Lake City, he made a thorough study he Mormen religion
and began preparations for his book "The lorrions or L..we”-Da\,
Saiﬁta in the Valioy of tho Great Salt Lei:c." On occasion he
elso acsisbtod the liornons in tifeir encounters agoinct the Indiens,

rith the grvival of spring, Gunnison cosmenced o survey

of the cactern shore of Great Salt Lake, By the ond of Auguch,

1050, the survey was completod and the expedition headed east

for horis, During the course of thig return trip, Curmicon was

throtm from his horso and gaversly brulsed, Ler his horso had

been cecideatzlly shot. Ctheruwise tho Journoy was withoug
| incidente.

.

i l By Jamuary of 1851 Gumnlson was back in Va "win\,uon, cng,qf'cd

< T g e,
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in naking raps of tho expeditionts travels. Subscequently, ho
and stanshury compiled the official roport for the Great Snls
Lako coxpoditions \

At tho clogc of tho 3lst Congress in 1852, an eppropriation
wuas nade for a survey of a railroad route fron the lississippl
River to tho Pacific Oceane. On.I«:arch 3, 1853; Jof{eraon Davis,
then Secrotory of War, ordered such en expedition {0 bo mode
throush tho Roclkies after a plan 'by' Senator Bontonas The senator

had odvocented e;,trmmcontinental railroad botueon the 38th end -

39%h parallols, | |
_

enton tried to enginecr John Chorles Frovwony, his son-in- |

+

L tald

lawu, into- cor: md of the expedition, bub Secrciary of War Davis
appointed Gurnison, who nc*.-f held the renk of »ca;ﬂ;a,in. He was |
ordored, by telegram froem J. J. Abert of thei‘-.mzy in‘ice of
Chief Ingincers, to mwke a survey throush the Hoé!{y ilountains
by w2y of the lmerfeno River, over Cochotopa Pass "or other
accéssih‘!.e pagses, ' inbo the region of th pr'csent-day Gunigon
River, the Green River, west té the Sevier River, roburning
north to Lake Utak, through the Wagateh Range to Soutr Pass
ancd TFort Lavomie, then cast to | weshinghone |

Thig orpedition outfitted juct bslow the mouth of the

Kanzas River, about five miles from Westpert. Gumison's

sk

0y

taff consisted of Ite. E. G. Beckwith, gecond in cormmnd; Re. H,
3

¥erm, bopograpnlier and arsist; J. A. Snyder, cscistant topographer;

Sreppend Hormans, astronouer; F. Croutzfeldd, botonlst; Dr. Jenmos
Schicl, surgcon and geolegist; and Charles Toplin, wagon-naster,.

In addition, thero wes a military escort of thirty non-cormissioned
' +
officors and nen under Lrevet Captzin R. J1. Horrlse

-

ST g g
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Tho parbty started out on the Santa Ile Prail on Juno 23,
1853, Gumnison hopcd to prove tho practicality of a wagzon
»roo.‘d across 1o Rocltiog, and to tns ond included in his
entourage giztoen six-sule~droum vehiclos, a tuo-horse
arsbulanco wnich OVCHU uwxlly had to be d.r am by four rmles, and

w.

a four-tmle carricgo for carrying 1nr'tmmcnt e

-

Tho cxpedition procecded up tho Arkansas and hucri"mo

ivors, over the Sangre de Cristos, and to Fort lassacluccebise.

Oqj

flcre an cxporienceod guide, Anboine Ioroux, was procurod from

*y

7208 to load the e:meu_.ulon wegtiard out of the Son Luis ValleFe
On Augst 29 Gumison divided his compony into two parties.

The riain rroup headed west over Cochetopa Pass while Gumison

Salida before roturning to rejoin the largor party. Incidenbally, -

the nome "Cunnison Pass" was given to Poncha Pess in 1855 by

i Lt. Beclmiithe

Froa Gheo Cochicbopa Pass the exped stion Lraveleod nortiwrest

ards tho Gumnison River, known to contemporary explorers

tou
..,uch as Gumsison, Fremonb, and Iarcy ag the “"Crand River." The
Uses colled it "Touichi," tho S*aa.nn.vh explorer Dscalanto the

330 do San Javier." Tho rodein nwo “aunnison® was given to

the river in 1861 by Govorior Willian Gilpin, Torritorial.

Covernor, who had corriissioned the mapn:mc of Coloradoe

By Sepbesibor 6, 1853, the party was oncarpoed on the banks

Fror this

1 ' ~ went north over riodorn=-day Poucha Pass to noar the site of

of the Gumnison Rivor near present-day Gumisone

spot thoy tpavelod weads along about tho sfwio routo ac the

rodern higluray, rcaching Loko For# (Rio co la Tasuna) on

Sopterber e

et e

e
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Provel through this country was boconing ruggods Soveral
steop Tiesas had to bo ascendod ond &gsedinod doscendod; ono
doccont béing over LO0OO feeots At this point tho\whoels of the
warons had to bo 1ocked and ropes were atiached to tho wajons
to loep then from overturning. To cross the Lalko Fork a road

had Lo bo constructed, the project toking tho groator pert of

8 daYe
Boyond Lako Fork mncre ravines and megas had to bo troversed,

vefore reacning the first branch of Cobollé Croek (Cimarron)g
A% this point the corpany oncouniterod soveral Indians, Yo whon
Cumison gave proscirtse

| ‘Shortly after croésing Cobolla, bhe men found furiher
travel along’tbﬁ river irpossible because of tho inéreagingly
procipitous caﬁyon galls. Congequently they turned southwost;

peaching the broad, saml-arid Uncorpahsre Valley on Septezbor

15. During this scction of travel the party was under constant

urveillance by the Ute Indimns, who not only followod the

expedition tut corped nearby every nipht, never coasing their

noisc-makinge Transportation problems were voxinz, toce TRoads
) (&}

had to be constructed and crossings made for tho WaZOnNSe
Tho Bloclk Conyon, which had forced tho corponyts detour,
drew the following comment from Beelorith with respect to 1ts

passage by the propoged reil lines : ' )

veeolut from the conbinumice, for so groat o distance,
of vorbtical roclry wells along tho river, ranging from
80 to 1,000 feet and more in hoight, upon which the
road rust be corried, ond which con bo cut only by
blasting, and, fron tho dcop side-chasns to bo passcd
(as doseribed by Coptein Cunnison on the Tth instont
only by the hoaviest 2oonry, it is evident that a
railroad, alihouph possible, can only be constructed
in tho viecinity of this section of Gpand river, ab an

AVVAINWIMNIIO AN C ML
. - - . o e T
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From the Uacompahgrs Velley Gumicon, lilo his predcecessors,

procecoded along tho Blaclkk Canyon unl:.ft and thon oa nerthwestuard

to tho Colorado Rivor and across uagoben Pass to the Sovior Kiver

on October 17 Ko concluded hore that a nou mal
sechusetts had been achiovod bub

1 and ru.l* vavy

route from Taos via Fort I
that it was nob o good route for o railroade

ton of Ltho Scvier River couniry

was bouns At an oncampnent aboub gixtoen nmiles {rom Lole

sevior on Octobor 2h the cormand was divided ©o facilibtate

investipgation of tho lake rsgione
oriiing a sm"l_. detobhnent including Gunnisol,
cd

Tho next n

¥orn, Crcubzfeldt, Join Bellows, & group of aoven enlist

per ounel, and lormon guide Willium Poi LOI‘ loft cap to

snvestigate tho lake. Tho men went down the Sovier River in a
soubliniesterly dircction f‘or oleven mileg, finally encan aping ab

a peind whe:m the strezas flowed in on east-&.-:esu
sinco enboring Sevier Valley, tho pawns; had seon muwicrous Indian
’ p _

ipnal fires bub expected no trouble from ths Indions, Deeplto

'I

.-.

thig fact, & guard was maintained throughous the night ob

ficld carpe
Shortly a.i‘ter dawn, so the story goess; & band of Parvain

indisns fell upon the white men while at breaizfast, surprlising

then with rifle ‘fire and arrouws from a nea arby willow thicl'ot.

Gunnison,xms Irilied by a volley of arrows 08 he rudied from his

tent, ahouting to the Indians to hold their fire, that he was
their friend. ot a'mom'oor of the expedition wWas able to
return firo in Lhs confusione

Four escaped, &end one of these brought news of tho attack

D e e e i
A T B S LY
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acl to the main coope A ranner wag digpate ned to 521t

City to nobifly the territericl ”owe-hor, while 2 porty waé;

has L*ly orgenisod to reburn to ths scono of tho ambush, ”uontya..

four hours lotor the nascacre site was roachod, Scattored about .-

vere tho bodics of uiuo“, Yorn, Crcutzfoldt, Potler, Dollows, = :

1ficld, Ilpirott and lerhbesns, rmubilated

-t

(37

cnd Privates O

alriost beyond rocosnition by the Indians and wolvess EBocouse

of the stato of ths bodies, no ebtoxpt was made be bury them

gt the btimo, although witbhin a few days they were turied by a

péssing party of liormonse This_failuro to bury tho doad became

8 sourco of saverce criticisn during the iﬁvqstigation of tha
Some contensorary mgﬁtefy shrouded the a'tagk. A number

of peoplo pogstulaied that Gumisoats book on the Vormons nay

have cneouraged maabers of that pect o incise Indians to

nolzo the sarprise gbback, Others clainmed that the Lorﬁons

thomsolves, dnsgu sed as Indims, &d the killing 1891,

on Indien version of the magsacre wos finally cbtained,7 and

cccording to this version the nassecre was in roprisel for the

/19

killing of an Indian lcador by enigrants in 1853. The details - -

are sufficiently differeni from the account given cbove o
warrant inclusion herce
Gunnicont!s party was encountercd on October 25 by a baad

of Indisns including Hoshoquep, whose father had Dbeen huw

e

X

Guniconts edcafprcnt, and 1t woz agreod that the attack would
Lepin upon tho firing of a signel gun as the first rays of the

rerning sun struck the cmipse

ardored in 1853, SOme time ofter midnight tho Indians surrounded’

R
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A fou r.‘.inut;oé bofore sunrico, the cool lighted tho
carpfirocs Kern and Creoutzfeldt wore sbanding b‘j thio Liro, the
corp‘oral and his nion weroe taking carc of the horsos éo:;o distance
avay, while Gunnigon was washing his honds and foce et tho

ncarby river, Alertod Dy the cliclk of a sun hamuor, Gunison

was not lilled in tho initial attocls, but Kern, Creutzfeldt and
tho cool worc, Gumison emptied his gun at ono of the Indians
but Cailed to hit hime. The corporal ond a companion took to
their horses and escoped, as did some of tho others; and
Gunnison, after ascerbaining tha’c pouh:n.nb could be done for Lhe
rurdered nmen, sough’c rcfuge in a willow thickote

several hours later ho was ¢iscovered there br +the Indicng,

body. Gunnison raised his hands, palms up, in 2 silent appeal

S,

T 80 iREs B RIMARRTL - e gy v DR ) e

for nercye Tho Indlong present wade Nno 10Ve ‘Lo kill tho c'xptain, ‘
but suddenly an Ind..an renegade named Jiry ¥nisht a.ppoarod on

the scens and without & viord shob him.

After tho magsacre, the surviving neubors of CGunn isonts

RpRiGAgld 0t e R LT RN

i
|
|
i
|
|
I
’ lying full leagth on tho grass x-{ihh soveral arrow youndgs in his
I
|
i

expodit 1on continuecd on under the loadors Iip of Lt. Beclazith,
' 7ho later prcr)ared tho official report of the :’Lll.-.f.‘ated surveye

Evonbually, orders vers given for the porpotrators of the

' r:aggacre to be errested and tried. Eight Indions were.brought
‘ l up for trial at Hephi City; and {:hougi; the judgo charged the |
1 jury to find the dcfcndonta (uilty or nobt guilty of ﬁ::urdor,
thoe jury acquitted five end returncd e verdict of manslaughter

: sppinat tho remaining three, such sentencc being punishable by

only threo years! impris sorment in the Utah penitonticry.

N

' : Gummison's rezains, nothing more thon a forcars bone and

¥l TG T T
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a lock of haoir, worc buried in an waarked grave at Fillnoro,
Utahe In 1954, alicnded by appropriate coromonios, a nonument
wdﬁ crected at this prove. Tho site of tihie massacre, neonwihilo,
had been mqued for nony years by a juniper post. On Momcrial
Day, 1927, a now momérial of black lava wos unvoiled et this

gibe by tho local Amecricen Legion, Daughte“s of Pionocrs, and

oy Scouts of A:nrlca, thoe bronze arrovicad-sheped inscription

slate sob to faco tho gsotting sun.
Gurmisont's namo iz woll rertombored in the wostern country
through which ho passeds In oddition to tho Gunnison River,

his surnorme is associabed with Guanison Counby and its county
soct, with Gumnison Igland, the largest in the Great Salt Lalo,

uith the Cunnison vrairle dop, the Gumnison sego 1ily, and

with many obbhoer placos and thingss. Lndoﬂd, his nane is lrtlnately

rolated to the lonwmenbisg: Black Ganyon of the Cunnisen lab ional

ronumens; and of late has beconme part of one of the South Rimts

moat sublime ovorlooks; Gunmigon Point., Yot neither from this

point nor any obther d&id Jobhn Willians Gunnison gaze into the

shrouded depths of Black Canyone

Only a few ronths after the Gunnicon magsacre, in mid-

winbor of 185, John Charlos Fprcmont led his £ifth oxpedition

of twonﬁ:y-tuo ren, including the first of ©{icial phobographery

solor:on ¥, Cervalho, ever attached to an exploring oxpodition,

into the Unconpahgre Valley.8 Thoso ezplorors had poriodically

seen signs of the earlicr Gunnigon party—-thd uagon road cub

through tho conifora of tho high Rockies; tho crossos blazod

on treces, and wagon wheol tracks on occas sion=--and even ran iato

Lte. Declorith oy d othor sdrV1vors of GunnlaOﬂ's expcdition in

e e o ——
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Salt‘Lako City. Dat although Carvalho did scalo a beld-topped
nountain %o phwotograpn, stonding waistedosp in the winter snou,
"o ﬁanorana of tho continuous ranges of méuntains around VLEeeee
x;lzj.le tho CGrand River [Coloradcj plunsing alonyg in m«rﬁti
sublinity through its rocky bod, waé scon for tho first tino3"
thore is no indication that this pmacrama in-.:sludod. a glizpse
of the Dlaclk Canyon abyss,. o

hus it was that the earliest explorers of western Colorado,

)

like, unforitunately, many modern btravolors, came within a piiion
jayts £light of %the rims of Black Canyon bub missed tho spectacle

of one of the marrowest, deopest clofis in tho worlde

/\
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1 - {11, Jocoph J. 1930, Sponisgh and liexican exploration and
tuade nopthucst Cron Hou lexico into tho Greab Dasin -

1765-1853, Ubah Iote Guare 3(1): 3u5,.  Thore areo

variohions with respceh to tho ycar of Riverals
oxpedition, bLut 1765 seens corrcecte

/ [ - .
2 = The account of the Domingue z-Escalante expedition is based
upon tho follouing: Bolton, Herbert E. 1950 Pa{;ezm'c
in tho wildornecsse Utah Histe Quare 18 38-llL, 150«

155,

3 = One hundred ond thirty-three reors lator 2lnost to the day
(September 23, 1909) the Gumigon River Diversion Project

g dedicated by Precident Tefb; and tho Donver Pout

hotdlined "Taft Opens Tunnel That Will Make posert

Bloor, " "Sce Chopher IV: "Cunnigon River Diversion

Fig . -

Pl

I. -« Roclarell, yilsone 1956 The Ubtes: a forgotton pcoplos
Sage Boolkg, DonveXs ' ,

The account of Cunnisor and his ezmpedition is based upon
the followring, coxcoept op otheriise nobeds: Imcy, liolle.
198, John Willisme Gunnicon. Colorado Nag. 31(1): 32;

Tuney, lolice 1955, John Williams Gunnison, the last

of the western cxplororss 189 pp. Arteraft Press,

Denver; U. &, War Departuente. 1853, Gunnison and

Beclwith!s Brpeditions, 38th & 39th Perallels & the

Llste Pacific Rallroad Surveys Vol 2; Dictionary of

feoricon Blography; - hational Cyelopediaz of Anerican

Biosroplife

6 - The official orders, as roported in tho Gunnison-Beelarith
report, pe 10: "Under the 10th and 11th sections of
the military appropriation act of Harch 3, 1653,
! dirceting such exploratlons and surveys as to ageceriain
tno soct practicable wd econonical route for a railroad
from the Mississippi river te the Pacific ocetn, tho Yar
Department direcets a gurvey of the puss through the
Rocky rountalns, in the vicinigy of the gz headw
uators of the Rio del Torte, by way of the Iuerfano
»iver and Coo~cho-to=-pa, or somoe othor elicible pass,
into tho region of Grend cnd Green rivers, and
westuerdly to tho Vegas de Santa Clara and EBicollet river
of the Creat DBasin, and thence nortlmard to the vicinity
of Lalte Tiah on a return roube, to cxplore the riost
avoilable passes and calioneg of the wahasateh range and
South Pass to Fort Loramice”

L5, ssacrc-—-l{?S 3--liillard
) county, Utah--Indien larcorts version of tho trapgedy-=
' 189L. Utah Iiste Quar. L(3): G6G6=7

7 - CGibLs, Josich Fo. 1928, Gunnicon ma

*
.
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8 « Corvalho, S. H., 1060. Incidents of travel md advoniuro
in tho Far YWost; with Col. Iremontts lasgt oxpedition
across the Roelky Iountains. Ppe 80=96, Derby & ‘
Jacl:zon, Neuw Yorlke .
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CHAPTER III

EXPLORATION OF THE BLACK CAXYOH

It took more than the mere uest for adventure to entice the
first white men down the- churning white waters of the Gunnison
River where it rushed thr&ugh Black Canyonl -

In the decades before the turn of the century, so one story goes,
there was a Irench settler, I'. C, Lauzon, living in the Uncompahgre
Valley.2 His holdings'comprised forty barren acres which were

.watered by a dribb}e from the fluctuating Uhcompahére River and by
erratic downpourings from short;lived.storms. vLauzbn knew of the
Gunnison River, entrenched in its rock-wailed canyon to the north,

and after long copitation he became convinced that its bountiful

waters could be diverted into the arid Uncompahgre Valley by means
of a judiciously placed tunnel and system of connecting canals,
Probably many of the local ranchers and farmers, including
Lauzon, had core to view the waters of the near—by but inacceséible
Gunnison River with pfoprietqry anticipation in the late nineteenth_
century., Irrization had come into vogue in the Uncompahgre Valley
about 1875, the first crop being hay for shipment to the scuthwestern
Colorado mines.3 Availability of water by irrigation ditches,
starting about 188%,.madé poséibie the raising of other crops and
fruit trees,, Eowever, wafer resources of the walley soon proved

inadequate under the increased demand. Huch of the agficultural

land was abandoned and many a valuable house was deserted. Those

settlers who remained naturally began toying with the idea of
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diverting the greater flow of the Gunnison into their own valley by

neans of tunnels and canals,

If a tunnel were to be constructed, it was imperative that the
canyon be surveyed to ascertailn the best location for such a project,
Up to 1882 the Black Canyon had genaerally been considered as impassabla,
and little specific information was available about it, The local
Utes occasicnally crossed the river within the wrcsent national monu-
sent area, especiglly at Red Rock Canyon, but reputedly felt that
h Gunnisoﬁ had

avoided the canyon in 1853, by-passing it to the south and west as

had Escalante befora him in 1776. Iﬂ_l§25—33? 4iddle Division of

the Hayden Survey - b”lPLGd the north rim of tha canyon throuzhout ltS

ength, establishing several survey stations within the present

BLOA Vetiee!
extent of the,lonument. Someone with this party reportedly gazed
into the gorge and.declaréd it.inaccessible.s At one time an -
unidentified geologist who had been lowderad 1000 feet into the
chasn cbnwhntod that "no man could go farther and live,"6
The winter of 1882 83 saw the flrst successful, thouyh partial,

survey carrlod out wlthln the canyon.7 By this time the Denver and
Rio Grande Railway had completed its line from Gunniscn Iinto the
Black Canyon to Cirarron, the first passen er train passing to the
end of the track° on the morning of Auguot 13 1882.8 One hundred
twenty-one tickets had been sold for the orenlng run of the Flfteen;
mile stretch cf canyon, good publicity having been insured by giving

) l anyecne geing downstream would never cone cut alive,
g _

frae tickets to membars of the press., The Gunaison Boys' Band
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accompanied the excursionists, making the canyon walls echo with its
musics The last nile of tracks, costing rore than the entire line
through the Royal Gorgze, had taken a year to build. The ternminus,

Cimarron, was nothing rore than a tent city at this time, with only

one log house-on the townsite,
- Early in Deccnber, 1882, Byron H. Bryant, in chargé of construction

for the Uncompahpre Extension of the Benver and Rio Grande, received
a telegran from the line's chiéf enginéer, J. A, Nelurtrie, asking
hin to undertake an exploration of the Black Canyon from Cimarron
at the end of the road dounstream to Delta, Immediately.Bryant
orgzanized a surveyidg crew with C, E., Telvirer of Aspen in charge,
and including H. C, Wright, transitman, James Robinson, Le#elman,
Gundar, topographer, licDermott as rodiaan, Usher as head chainman,
and a péck train outfit headed by Charles Hall,

The party left Grand Junction on'December 12, and proceedzd up
the north rim of the Black Canycn to Crystal River, about five miles
downstrean from Cimarron, where‘it encamped hipgh above the river. A
few days later the men started their line downstrean from Cimarron,
spending their first night with an old frontiersman and contempovéry
of Kit Carson and Jim Bridger, Captain Cline, who had a home up the
Cimarron and who claimed fo have run the Gunniéon in a canoe sone
years befecre, a nost unlikely feat, '

Bryant expected to rake the survéy-through the cahyon in'soma

twenty days, and the party was provisioned for that period. As it

developed, the work took from sixty-five to sixty-eight days; about
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ren days of which were spent in moving fron the north to the scuth
L]
side of the canyon when further novement along the north side becams

eep walls and open water.
ve their rim camp and clanber
This

inpossible because of st

orning the workmen woi:ld lea

Every
turning to the rim that evening.

down into the chasn depths, re

re left little time fer actual surveying, as one night

arduous procedu
judpe from Bryant's account of the daily routines

rade cn pracipitous sida of the
, and dally task consigted of

3 climb down a much

One of our camps Was
range, 500 feet below top
climb of 500 feet ta top of range,
rore precipitous slope 2600 feet to river, a scramdle
up or down river .to our work, when we would do such work
a6 time would permit, and then climb up 2600 feet and
down 500 back to our C&RDe -
when the transfer

wearing on the men.

This type of activity was
ut three of the crew

rom the north to the south rim, all b

was nade [
Wright, with Bryant, com=

quit. These three, Gunder, Robinson, and
urvey while Charles Hall continued to take care of the

npleted the S
o) downstreaﬁ from Grizzly

The party had to g

camp and pack train.
a, caid by some to be a

Gulch (within the present Monunment are
wcriswell!s Gulch") on the lorth Rim to Delta, then

corruption of
zly Gulch portion of the canyon

back up the South Rim until the Griz

was again rcached.
For ebout forty days the four ran the transit, the level, both

ends of the chain, carried the leveling rod, and took the topography..
The river was partially frezen, and the men would have to jusp back
rinpes across swirling, frigid vater. Sone of

end forth from ice f
ould raise the water level

the ice bridges which spanned the river W
}

from five to eight feet above the downstrean side.

See s e
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Robinseon was good at working on the ice, so fearless that he often

had to be restrained from teklnr chances, Gunder was gcod at the

wall climbing. After a hard day in the canyon, Wright would often

talk in his sleep about inaginary hazards, "Sometimes it was tha

safety of his transit that troubled him, and sometimes he would dreamn

he had met with an accident and broken an arm or a leg and would give
us minute instructions as to how to care for him,"
The survey was finally completed early in the spring of 1883,

Frem the results, it was evident that use of the canyon downatream

fren Cimarvon for a raiiwvey line vas irpractical, However, this
first survey night have auofested to soe that watar diveréion was a
feasible idea, and that the canyon could be conguered,

Prelinminary irrigation 1nvLst1patlons, ¢xcept on a minor scale,

webe too expensive to be supported by local subscription, des pite

some interest, In 189y 4 man named Richard Whinnerah made a survey

for a tunnel aleng what today is the present line of the Gunnison
Tu-nel.9 The next year, Lauzon promoted an election to secure {funds
for a diQersicn tunnel from the'Gunnison River, but the vote wag
against the prooosition.lo. During this period attempts were madas to
interest the Ceclorado legislature in supporting a diversion project,
but to no avail,ll Independent surveyors here very naive about the
cost of Buch a project, one estimating that $75,000 would pay for
seven niles of tunnel, a mile of heavy cut, and a hundred-foot dam"

across the Cunséson River.12
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fround the turn of the century, two men made epecial examination§
which proved of value. In August of 1900, Delta County Surveyor Jchn
A. Curtis took a survey crew up to Red Rock Canyon "to ascertain just
the condition which exists with regard to getting water from the
Gunnison into this valley,"13 Also, a surveyor from Hontro&e, w. R,
Flering, had run level lines across tﬁe divide between the Sunnison
and Uncompehgre Valleys at chosen points;lq |
In order to obtain funds to support a tunnel v'ojeo'~t:, an appeal.
hed bnen made to the Twelfth Session of the Colorado legislature which
met in 1899, On January 28, Senator W, S, Buckley introducad 3en ate
Bill Xo. 318, "for an-act to censtruct, raintain, and operate a statae
tunnel in Hentrose County, Cclorédo, and for the use of unemplcyéd
convicta in eonstructihg the same and making apﬁvopriations therafor, *19
This bill was refsrrad to the Committee on Laber., On March 1, the
bill was tabied "for the reason that there are no funds availatle far
;sﬁch'purpose and that the enterprise.ia deamed tc be impracticable,"16
Buckley cbjected strenuvously to the pessimistic'auggesticn of the
latter phrase, 2nd it was flnally 3truﬂk from tha reccrd 17
Soonsors of tﬁo wate" divers cn pro;ect wers caly mcﬂent=r11y
set back by the dzfeat of tha reguest fer legislative support. The

Hontrose Interprise urged "each citizen to put in a zocd work when

ha can 18 1In lete June of 1900, John Masters, an Idaho capitalist,
arrived in Montrose to investigate the pessibility of putting a dam

and power plant near Red Rock Canyon whéch would furnish pewer for

the mines of Ouray, With respect to the preject, Masters told lcocal

>fficials that "his company must have at least a quarter of a million

A
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dollar investment in prospect to take hold of it in earmest, "

This investment nevar proved forthcoming. ' ' =

Yestern Congressmen were busy pushing the local irr1rat10 -'ga
diversicn projact, especially Representatives Shafroth and Belly and
Senator E. 0. ¥Wolcott. The latter promised to intrcduce a bill*into
the Ucited States Senate to build the tunnel and canals,,at\thﬁ> |
instigation of a local farmery John ©. Peltor., There was some-thought
at the time that this would be construed primarily as 3 political
move, sincz Wolcott was coming . up for re-election,??

Late in the summer of 1800, a party'of five VQluntcefs decided
tackle a survey of the Black Canyon to see if water diversion would
actually b=z feasible. 2l The lcader; Villiam M, Torbence, later to
be called tha "Father of ths Sunnison Tunnel,” was at the time
superintendent of thz Montrose Electric Light and Pcwér Ceompany.,
fixs companioﬁs inélpded John £, Palton, a Montrose farrer and local
lake resort propriétor, J. A. Curtis, the Deita Ccunty Subveyor and
civil engineger, . L. ﬁovey, Hentrose farzer and cne-time miner, and
L. B. Anderson, a Delta rancher. All except Torrencs were ﬁarried
and had children., Hovey, the oldest, was fifty~fiv$.

In Sextembzy of 1300 theée men were ready to taékle the »iver,
iicaded by Pelton, they took fhe train for the mouth of Cimarron Creek;
therailroad company transporting them free, boing down—river fron
there > the men planned to rcach Red Rock Can;on WIthln four or five
dayse. If they had experiencsd too rough a journecy by this time, they
would elimb out thera, leaving the boats to drift downstrean to the

torth Forkj otherwise they would accompany the boats through the

entire lenzth of tha canyon.
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Their equipment included two boats, City of Montrose and John -

C. Bell (after Congrassman Bell), of stcut oak frames, bound with

iron and covered with canvas. The boats were supplied by John
Pelton from his private lake. They had tins of meat, vegetablés,-
and hard tack sufficient for a month's trip. Cémeras, surveying
instruments, including an aneroid barometer, pbﬁket conpass, and
surveyor's chain, and notebooks were protected in waterproof tins,
On September,5,<at 10 o'clock, after all was packéd, they signaled
by revelver shbts to watchers above that the expedition was undarvay.
On the first day, the men had to carry boats and .provisions on .
their shoulders past many bad stretches of the river, and by evening

had journcyed only three-quarters of a mile, liext day, about two

riles from the starting place, the John C. Bell parted its line,

struck a rock and sank, carrying with it many provisicns. and

equipment, including Torrence's field glasses. Only the blankets,

which floated, wera saved, That night the men found refuge in a
cave above the water, whers they cooked their evening meal over a
drift#ood fire, |

llext day they continued in-the one remaining boat., About eleven
miles down the canyon, wet from the rain and river water, they
rendezvoused with a party undér Hr. Denniston who came down from
the yim. After a long respite, the nen returncd to the canyon on

Septenber 25 to continue the trip. It was optlmlstlcally con-

jectured that "the rest of the trip which is not so rough will

probably be made in a few daysﬂ"zz

' Periodically during the course of the trlp, frlenda had been

watching for the party from the canyon rim above. Y“hen they

o

o e et e y -~



finally spied them for the first time, the watchers shouted and
fired shots to attract the attention of the five men, but the roar'
of the river drowned out the salutations, At last, they sent a
cascade of rocks dowh.the canyon slope which did alert the men. below,
Excifedly the voyagers looked up and waved, tﬁen collepsed on the
shore for.ha1f~an-hour, glancing up occasionally and waving at
their well-wishers, |

About four_weeke from the date when they first entered the canyon,
the men gave up the venture, They had cone only some fifteen miles;
the last four in fice days, had been without adequate brovisions,
and how the men were confronted with what appeared to be an impassable
cascade blocking their passage, The canyon had: narrowed to about

thlrty feet, the chasm walls rose perpendicularly 2,000 feet overhead,

~and the river was cascadlng over falls after falls, Anderson and

Hovey trled to go downstream a wqys to survey, but their boat nearly
swamped and they narrowly missed being propelled over a cascade, To
proceed farther, the men alluegreed, would result in almost instant
death, Disheartened, Torrence wrote in his notebooké"ﬁith our |
present equipment-we can go no farther, The Bleck Canon is‘not
impenetrable, If I get out of this scrape allve, I shall come back,"23
Scoutlng around, Torrence located a oteep rav1ne whlch seemed
to give access to the north rim in the vicinity of the present
Narrows, 'The men rested, and that evening they ate up the remaining
food, Next morning at eight they left the "Falls of Sorrow," as
they named the rocky cascade upstream from the Narrows (now known

as Torrence Falls), and started the long Scramble upward, They . -

. roped together and, using the spike-shod transit triﬁod legs as

Tt et DT
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alpenstecks, they sicwly made their precarious way, one after another,
up the canyon wall., By nocn they had scalcd a thcusand feet, 1In
the afternccn one of the company could hardly be restrained from
jurping into the chasm, Finally, at 3:30 in the afternocon the rim
was reached, The men were exhaustéd, covered with dust, parched,
hands cut, lips swollen, eyes blocdshot, Evcn'%hen, they were still
in wild, uninhebited country and had to ﬁike fifteen miles before
they encountered William Hc#illen's rahch on the Huddy, where they
could p}ocure fcod., Freom there lcltillen transported them te a place

where they could make connections for Hortrose, which they reached

on October 1.2h

Puring these days of exploration, friends and relatives of the
five men had rmaintained a vigil on the rim, hoping for an cccasional

glimpse of the intrepid river-runners. Towards the end of September,

‘not Laving seen the explorers for some time, the watchers finally

feared the worst and wore naking prenarations to screen the river
where it lecft the canven to the northeast to recover the bodies,
when the nen ?efa reported safe.

This partial exploration of the canyon by river served to bolster
the interest in irrigation possibilities of the region. In 1301, |
Meade lammend, State Representative from Delta; introduced a new
cunnicen Tunnel bill (licuse 8ill o, 193) inte the Colorado legis-
lature, Thirteenth Session, "a bill for an act to construct, maintain
and cperate State‘Canal Nb. 3,:in Montrose and Delta countias;vthe
creation of a beard of centrols the use of ceonviet labor in con-
structing the came; the issuance of certificates of indebtednessy

providing for the sale of water, and making an appropriation for
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censtruction,"?%  The requeét for funds was in the amount of $55,000,
The bill was referrad to the Finuance Committee.  On April 11, the
bill wa; appreved but with the amendrent that only $25,000 would

be authorized to support the project.26 This bill had been pushed

not cnly by Senator Harmmond but by Senators W. S. Buckley, chtgcﬁery,

Kewalt, and others as well.. Indeed, Buckley felt so strecngly about

the measure that, despite hawing been confined to a hospital bed

'in the last throes of tuberculosis, he was carried to the Senate

Achamber to voté in favor of the bill,27

Apeinst this background of state action and local iﬁterest, the
U, S.VGeolcgical Sur?ey authorized the expenditure of‘$9,000.for é
prelininary examination of the canyoﬁ to deterrine the geological
structure of the area through which &z tunnel might pass, the con-

struction difficulties to be anticipated, and the prokable cost of

the work.28 According to popular accounts, the Chief Engineer of

the new Reclamation Service in Washington sent a wire to the Denver

office, reading "Aévise me if it is possibie to divert Cunnison to
Uncompahgre Valley by tﬁnael under Vernal Mesa?"?9

The wire was relayed to A. Lincoln Felléws, irrigzation engineer
and resident hydrographer of the U. S. Geological Survey at Montrose,

who replied "Immediate preparations will be made for the exploration

of the Cunnison Cahon at the earliest possible date,"30

In the summer of 1901, cooperating with C. H, Fitch,'topograpﬁer
and consulting engineer, Fellows commenced a survey which would show,
by mcans of contours, the country diﬁidiﬁg'the Gunnison and Uncompahgre

Valleys, so that the shortest and nost suitable route‘for a tunnel

could be determiﬁed.al

- r————— e
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The Geological Survey placed a party of six men in the field

in June, with headquarters on Vernal Mesa. The topographic mépping,

supervision of Jeremiah Ahern, was completed by September

had

under the

30.32 lifeanwhile, Fellows, in charge of cngineering features,

run three level lines across the mesa to the water's edge in an’
ge,

attempt to find a suitable wagon route. Hore exciting proved to

ws! decision to run the river from upstream, making a close-
34 '

be Fello
at-hand examination of the canyon from its floor.

Fellows asked for a volunteer--young, healthy, temperate,

unmarried, able to swxn, and famlllar with the country--to accompany

him on this new assault of the Black Canyon by water‘/ It is not

surprising that Torrence, of the earlier expedition, should hastily

make his services available, 35

Planning for this trip was influenced haavily by the 1essons of

the last expedition. Instead of wooden boats, Torrence and Fellows

decided to use a 4' x 6' rubber air mattress, subd1v1ded 1nto several

air-tight compartments, There were attached ropes to use as lashings

and to hang onto. 0Oil-skin covered notebooks, Kodaks, film bags,

visions were fitted into two sealable rubber pockets, '

Two 600-foot

blankets and pro

these packs weighing about thirty-five pounds apiece.

silk life lines, life preservers, nunting knives, belts, and wading

boots thch sealed tight about the iegs were included,in the equipmrent,

Departure date was selected as August 6, 1901, by which time

1n the summer the water temperature should be about as warm as it

would ever get and the water jevel would be down somewhat. On

August 12vthe two men finally left for the surveyor's camp on Vernal

Mesa, The water in the river below was still higher than desirable,

.
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The plan to proceed right over the rim to the Narrows, where
the first party had given up, was changed at the last minute, and
instead the men took the train up to Cimarron and on to the Gunnison
River, like their predecessors. The train tarried, its passengers
hoping to see the debarkation, but Fellows and Torrence were in no
hurry and waited until the train moved on be fore they began‘theip
river trip. | |

"They started down the river én Moqday gfternoon, Augusf 12, and
by Wednesday night had reached "Boat Landing" at the routh of

Nyswonger Gulch, their provisions exhausted., lere they were met by

‘Dillon, who brecugcht additicnal preovisions and a new pair of shoes

for Torrence, whose old ones had completely worn cut.

Thg men had a good r.eal that night,'then'wepé up the next morning
and on their vway downstream to Beaver Camp; about half a mile above
the Narrows, where they camped overnight, Next day near the Narrows
they came upon a cache of fruit left the previous summer: "We opened
cans encugh to.satisfy our hunger and went on,"36

| ithere the firsf expediticn had given up at the Falls of Sorrow,
Torreﬁce and rellows jumped inté.the swirling waters, shouting
"Goodbye" to each other, and weﬁt over the falls, botﬁﬁoming out
alive bﬁt exhausted on a projecting rock in the calmer waters Below."
They lay'there for hours, recovering their strength and senses.,
Next came the run through the Harrows, described by Torrence in

the Montrose Enterprise:37_

. At the "Narrows™ the fun began. The Canon is full
of great boulders, which form bridges across the stream,
Over these we must scramble, one getting on top and pulling
the other up. These rocks were slick as grease, and hard
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to climb. We spent a day in geing a quarter of a mile,

The walls are almcst perpendicular in many places and

. sorne 2,000 feet or more to the top.

They finally reached Red Rock Canyon, on Monday evening, August
13, where they fested and received more food supplies. On Tuesday,
cver a week after they had gone into the canyon, they left Red Rock
for the last leg of. their journey, with nothing but a lunch in
waterproof wrappings.‘ The‘canyon walls were not as high here, but
the river completely filled the bottom of the gorge, and the men
had to swim mosf cf the way. This delayed their trip, aﬁd they
vieren't able to get more Food untilbnine o'clock the next day. At
that time they camé upon fha canp of some hay makers who gave them
a feast of coid oatmaal and pie. They were ablé to hire someone
"there to take then to Delta, and thence they went back to Montrose,

The foregoing account of the men‘s departure from the canyon

is based upon a story by Will Torrence which appeared in the

Montrose Enterprise for August 29, 190)1. The following account,

with variations, appeared in several popular periodicéls of the
day,38 was probably edited to increase the excitement and may
have.confused the first and second expeditions, According to thié'
version, several days aftér getting below the Narrows, the men
found an invifing side cényon, opposite the moﬁth of Smith's Fork,
nerthwest of the present western boundaronf the M&numeﬁt, and
decided to forsake the river, They had gone thirty miles along its

bed, swimming it 72 times. They scrambled 2000 feet up the Devil's

Slide to the rim, where Fellows encouraged, "Come along Billl!

There's beefsteak, and bacey, and a bed at the end of the road, " 39
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Off they hiked, fourteen miles to the ranch house cf the Hcllillens

(or Nacliillan) back cf the rim, guided by a light in a windew, The

Feitillens cave them a hearty meal bundled ther into & wayon, and
’ ; ¢ ?

. (.‘

thLat night ércve them tc Hotehkiss and cn to Delta. There they

e

hearded the train to Hentrese, waere a crowd of 300 people had

gathered at the station to sreet them.

1+ is cifficult fer one, looking down from the rim, tc visualize

the irmensity cof the uazards these surveyors encountere d - Thzy had

Lumped down many a rough rapid.

weny portages over sligpery rocks,

.

D
e
w1

Through thie ferbidding rorge they nhad gone, ry luck withcut any

, half-swimming, “olf-wadirg, hanging onto their raft, some-

2z cven lashed to it, pushing and rulling it as the occasion

At night

depended, travelinp zs little es 20 yards in five hours.

above ths water, scmetimes £% nRarrov

thay would seek cut & <ry ladzo

trey had to taka turns sleeping on it, using +heir mattreses to

RSN

cuzhion tu&lr rz0ce.

At one polint they encounterad a rock°llae tunnel inte vhich the

-

river diczappeaved. Solamnly they duook hands, the -'umved into
i > v

she maslstrom, Fellouws first, followved ten minutes later by Torrsnce

znd tha raft, Hhen

zu)led hin out by the ccllar onto & rock. The men hys terically

»

jocked arms, laughing, and Fellows cried "#¥ho says the Black Canon
’ E i ]

!HQO

[ 3

s ippassable

on ancther cccazion, below the llarrows, the two ran out of food,

1ike members of tha 1900 expedition., They went for sixteen hours

without a mouthful, then divided the last spoonful of baked beans

e —— ey

Terrence camne into view below the slide, Fellows
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and prayed for the best., Luck was with them. They came upon a pair

of birhorn sheep, the first living things they had encountered in

L'
-

the canyon, One bighorn darted between tWo rocks and was ccrneraed

by Torrence who sprang to the opening. The sheep rushed out, right

into Torrence's arms. The two wrestled togethér until Torrence was

able to get his hunting knife into the Animal, killing it. Upon

this meat the men lived until they were able to pfocure more provision
Daspite the hazards, they kept notes on the conditions of the

canybn; rada survey sightinge, and Torrcnce Lhdc isany photographs. ’

, took nine days. It was a

1

The trip, waich covered about 23 »

on

le

i

rugped journey, and Torrence 1est 13 pounds in weight during the days
out. Ilost of the eguip .unt nad Leen lost or aydnconed in the river

N

LS

chasm, but amonj things saved was Fellow's Dlack, cloth-bound

enginesr lng recerd boox containing valuable records: wﬂlch woeuld

29

The

)

facxlltate tha future constructicn of a water.oiversica,tunnel.
men had been abla to survey for a side hill ai h, had seen the
shape of the‘canyon walls, and had been able to deteriine the amount
of fall withih tﬁe gorge, all’observations of great future value,

It should be ra—emphasizedlhere thaflthé popular published
accounts of thé 1560 and 1901 trips thwrough the Black Canycn were
highly exaggerated, edited, and embellished.

Lven tcday, howaver, the Bldck Canyon vunalns.a dang TCUSs

Zn 1316 the Kolb brothers of Grand Canyon fane attenmpted

AUVersary.

to pun tha river during the summéer, were wrecked, and only saved .

their iives by scaling 1760-foot cliffs.%3 Low water in 1934

permitted several intrepid adventurers, including some eastern

o

B .
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collemo students using innor tuhes, to nalke o successful river

ny lm‘In July of 193L. lark Uoraor aczompanicd a U, S

do::c.e_.u.
Geolosical Swrvey Lotn throush the caxnyon {zeo Chapbor VI: “Thru
The Black C?.nyon).L"S Tn loto swmer of 1940 Parton 'ock of
crauford led a marty throush the canyon siiieh included the

46 pocay (1965), Ed Nolson,

rinst Luo wonen Lo rioke the conguest.

scerobory of the llontrose Chambor of Commerce, holds the title

o being the river's mob achive rfuzmer.&'? pat the Gumison

6

consinuos to be couquersd by relatively few. 1O visitor %Yo
the Dlack Canyon can esclpe the feoling of greab wilderness

solitude, unbrolen by human tyaffic, which emunates from the

chagm's narrow depths.
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1 - An origimal draft of this chaptor by Richard G. Doidloman was
pulisbed In Color:do liarauine 36(3) 187-201, 1959, undor tho
title "The Gurmison niver pivorsion Project - Zploration of the
Black Canyon." Thig reprosents a rovision of tac original draft.

2C. H. Forbes ~L1ndsey, "ﬁhplor;n[ the Sunnison Cancn," World's
iork, Vol., it (1937), No., S, 9378; A, VI, lolker and Day A, Wiilay,
W"ET lier'oes of the Gunnison Tunnal," Evenybogy's Narazine, Vol, 21
(1903), do. 4, 535~508

3U. Se. Rcclavatxon vCPIlCG, First Aanual Report of tha \uclamgt1on

Service fronm June 17 to Decenmber L, 1407 (L8U3), p. 137

uForbcs-Lindﬁey, op. cit., 3377,

SA. L. Fellows, "The Gunnison Tunnel," Feorestry and Irrication,
Vol. 8 (lcwenber, 1903}, 520,

Rolker and Willey, op. cit., 508,

1o

TThe account of this trip given hare is dased upon the follo i ng
sources “yron H, B”jant, M58 XI-26, L‘brarj, State Flutcricgl cie

of Colcr do, Denver, This is typed copy of a latter written to

-w::

;lo

Bryant's brother, Dr. Erory A, Bryant; Byrcn H. Zryant, "Dxploration
3 S ’ ]

of the bhlack Canyon," Tha Trail, Vol, 12, Ho. 3 (1319}, 5-10, fThis
is a puull'"ed copy ef tre Ixter cited abovey J, Tred Hunter, "Pre-

Cambrian Rocks of Sunnison River, Coelarado,” U. S. Geol., Sury, Pull.,

?
Hoe. 777 (1828), 3-4, Dryant's trip h,»uonut nes *nccrrcctly cate
as having talen place in 1882-13282 or even 1891-1283,

" Tho Colerado

8sccpna A, Rcot, "Zuznison in the Narly 'R

i} 3
Marazine, Vol. 1%, Ko. 6 (lcv., 19$32), 208, So #4
workers {eound aceesc feo thz upper Black Canven tha
use ladders fren boats cr hand suspended in rope e
cliffs abecve te put in-th2ir» black rOWucr charge

the railrecad bvu. Brizhan, o3l cit., D 133.

4
ic
they nad had to
‘adles from the
or Llasting cut
gSouveni” Beokl Yonirose County, Colorauo ('ontro,e, 15385).
Copy in ine ”“wrvos PUblic Library,  Ancother account, in part
1naccurate, stated tuat "Whiaerah" and another civil en?ineer,
Walter Flering (see 'Iootnote No,., 14), started out on August 27,
1904 (obvicusly the wrong year) to run level lines from the
Uncompiahgre Valley to the Gunnison River to see if a ditch could
be taken cut from the canyon and how wuch of tha valley could be
cavercd by the water uo obtained, Later th2 nen decided that a
tunnel was the only answer for diversicen e&nd surveyed for cne,
Larton Y. Marsh, The Uncompahrre V111ny and thn Zunniscn Tunnel
(Montrose, 1505), ppe 77-78. in the fontrosc Lnterprice for
Cctober 2€, 1800, Fleming supgestad tha€ the da;a on the Gurnison
tunnel fifa "nuﬁe scre 8iX or seven years ago" be republicized,

113 comrent appsars to verify the activity of Fleming and tnlﬁqerah
in 189y,

-

looouven1r Bocklet, HMenirose County, Ibid,

1lFrellows, ""ha Gunnison Tunnel," op. eilt., 531,

traape

ult had railroead
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127pid.

lv*unLnnuc rnierprise, August 1§, 1500,

By * .
1ty 4, feclamation Service, liprst Annual keport, ob. c*t., pe 135,
Fleming ﬁrcbhbly made his survey in conjunction wath Whinnérah's

survey, oresurably in 1§34 (sce Fcotrncte ho. 9). Neo date is pivan

in the Reclamaticn Service recapitulation and an obviously inuvorrsct
date (1%54) ia eiven in jJarsh, oL cit., ppe. 77-78.

1~¢ondto dournal of the Guneral #sserbly of the State of Colorado,

rp— S - i 520 vty oY

12th YesSsion \18357 Pe 271,

161bid., p. 597,

170pon request of Senator Buckiey the words 'and that the enterprise
is dagweqg to Le impraciicanle' were stricken out of the report and
as enended it was adoptea.“ {bid., p. 609, " :

44 . * o - -
18vI+ locks now as thouph every effort of cur people siiould be
turned Toward covernmaent or state alo in building the tunnel. . .

Montrese lntcrnvl 5C, Aupust 4, 1300, R ; ' \

P A I e

‘”ggig., July 7, 1500,

n

2V£950., September 22, 1900, "They [bell and Shafroth] have been
at worh 1in sGason ond out of seascn to push the werk in the vario
committee y &nd cen be uepand»o on to Keep it zeoing. Tae democratlb
oapty has Ceclered Ior nelp for the irrizevicen enterprises of the
West, and this of its21f shows the growth of szntirent, Our congress-
men zve ¢oing 21l sny aen can.Y  Mentrese Interprise, August 18, 1800,

$lThere heve been g number of published accounts of this 14380 trip,
in mapazines, Newspaners, and beoks, Unfortuna ely, the various
acoounts dirffer in details. The risumé prosented here is primarily
based upcn the follouvng sources, with pdrticular dapendence upen

the newsparel® 1eperts uuhveﬂlr Beoklet, Montrose County, on. c;t.;
Tanny E. Coe, tieroes Of E Everyday Lile (Boaton, 19110, nw. G0~y
Fellaows, ov. cits, 536-537; liunter, loc. cites dtSh, ooe cite, .

pn. 88~ -9567 ’ontrooe Entercrise, b;ptember ~Uctober, 13003 Rolker and
Wiliey, 924 Cites TTOETLTIL TGN Henry Shaw, "*xplorzny the Black
Cznon of the Gunniscn River," dorld 10-051, vole 17, ioe 5 (1803),

--.— - m‘-b.~-

113%-114383 and Wilson ﬁUCAHP]’, Suneet ;ngg (Tenver, 1956), pu.
279-284, In their survey the men were interested in the possibility
of runnin; & ditch downstrezam in the canyvon to Red Kock and -nto a
tunnel from thare to the Uncompangre leley. Fontrese Dnterprise,

September 5, 1800,

zgﬂunfrnne Enternrise, Septeumber 15, 1500, It wes dauring this
prolonyed uCTav o3 the trip that Pelicn went to Lenver and successfully
enccurared L. U, Wolcott to introduce a bill inte the U, S. Senate
for approzriaticn of money to censtruct th2 proposed diversion tunnel
and ditch. '
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23po1ker and Willey, op. Cit., 513,

2%iontrase Lnterprise, Octovzr 6, 1907, Thay probably madz their
ascent from the canycn on September 30e  The only specific terminal
date yiven in accounts is for +neir arrival back in Mentrose, October 1
Several of the popular accounts (itarsh, op. cit., 5133 and others)
revort that the m2n didn't reach the rim until 9:30 pems  The
seeninrly more accurate story in the Montrose Lnterprise for October 6

gave the 3:30 tinme, .

" ol - kY

?55enatz Journal of thz Genend
13th Sassion (1901), p. 402. 7&h
Session Laws of Colcrado, 13th O
D Pt st o S

1 Assemily gﬁ'{hc State of Colorado,
5 Dill 15 presented in datail in
essicn (1901), ppe 365-374,

Fapriv Days en the western Slope of Cclerado

2¢cicnaev Jecknick,
(Denver, 1813), p. 282

277pi¢, Also, Session Laws, op. cit., p. 37%.

26y, S. Reclamation Service, First Annual Report, op, cit.,

PP 132-133,

25Fertes-lindsoy, on. cit., $Z76.

321vid., p. 137,
3 stember

3irid,; lonlrose Entersrise e
23, Félicws &nd others ha #ct the proposed
or hp ta 2 =

gite € :

the tunrnel paort
below the narrcws in the river,

ion Service, Tirst Annual Repeort, o, cite, po 137,
There have been & nurbar of mublicned accounts of This 1951 trip, in
macazines, NeWspapers, and bocks. Uafertvnately, as with the 1306
trip, the variocus accounts differ in details. The résumg rresented
here is primerily dased upon the following sources, with, again,
particuler dependence upon thiz nevspapar reportst Cae, loc. cit.s
Forbes-Lindszy, op, cit., $376~-9378; HMarsh, ope. cite, 0. 5€-1083
Montrose Loterprise, sugust-Saptember, 18013 RelXer and YWilliey, '
ODs CllT.y STG=5163 and Shaw, op. cit., 1156-1148,

35¢eorpe Creel, "A. Lincoln Fellows," American Hagazine, Vol.
Ho. 1 (1911), 4.

n
3%):untrose Enterprise, August 29, 1901,

3“U. S, ZReciarat
n

,7?’,

37Ibia.
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38Especially Forbeo-LindScy, on. cit., 9378, Rockwell, op. cit.,
pp. 285-287, and Shaw, op. Cit.,s TIlh : ‘

39Fcrves~-Lindsey, op. cite, 8378,

'.1

cita., 516,

4 1, . R
“0zoiker and Pilley, OD.
= Srra——

1147, A)pa“cntly

- ’
Terrencs wag unarmed when rushed ky th sﬁb:p. Fellows sllpde Jiim
bipghorn.

B-varsh, [N ci*., DD 100—L05' fhuw, Ope Cite

..

a kaife uvith which he eVC“thu&a} ;1led o

P

swrvival and consequertly had strapped te thelr bedies tha nessage
UThe Cunnison guvfﬂl is IdeLblG. we know it, and they shall know
it'"  Tribhes- Lnd,(y, cp. ¢it., 9377, ibeve the narrcws they Found
the relict of tho aba nqoxoﬂ‘"uonn 0, Dell” fron the firs: expedition.

Meontresoe hg.ggyﬁisn, Auguct 292, 199;

l q.ﬁ- “~— Y * » - ) . . - -..
befhe nmen apparently <id not feel too cpc1m¢st1c auout tazvr own
3
Q. Cong

Y3z, 4. ridc
]

PEs, "Blue River of Colerade," Jutineg, Vol. 70,
21’0. 2 ( }17:) ] ’ )

nY. . . c v ey s .
"Peruonal Tnterview with Ld Lelson in iontrcee, Sgptenber, 1958,

Trou Dai’w ?ress, Auz. 23, 1480, ‘The woren in thoe party
Z and Ioﬂe phjﬂ??“ cf Eoston, Hass,

Y7bon Johnsern, "Ed Nelscn--Conquerce of the white Waters,” quobad
Ueonderlan ‘.}, Jol, q, e, 1 <l‘30q); 3.9,
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CHAPTER IV

* GUNHNISON RIVER DIVERSION PROJECfl

By September,of 1801, the preliminary survey work of the U. S,

' Geological Survey in the Black Canyon area of Yest Central Colorado

had progressed far eﬁough to verify that a divefsion tunnel was
feasible and to indicate a general location for such a tunnel, from
the Cunnison River gorge into the Uncempahgre Valley.

Thevprosecution of the project now fell to the board of control
set up by the Colorado "State Canal lo. 3" bill (liouse Bill Ho. 195%),
passed the previous Aﬁrii. This board was to be composed of three
residents of Delta or Montrose Coﬁnfies, appointed by the governor
for a twc-yeér term. The men appointed were John J, Tobin of HMontrose
County and Senator C, M. Hanrond and George E. Dodge of Delta County,

Later the governor and state engineer were made ex-officio members

of this board.i®

The board employed John A, Curtis of Delta, Deputy State Engzineer,
to make the final 1dcation of the main tunnel., This would extend &
a northeast diagoﬁal from the~nénéos shale -badlands about four miles
northeast of Table Mountain and Montrose to the canyon near present
Serpent Point, Then a spur tunnel would extend upstream to the |
Harrows, where a dam was planned, so that water could be pi¢ked up
there and delivered inteo and through the main tunnel by gravity Flow,?
Resident liydrographer Fellows, who with Will Torrence had success-

fully run the river for the first time, was further pursuing his

in-canyon surveys, which continued to be adventurous. VWhen working
A}

L i —



‘tunnel construction, and the initial excavation was started from

'~ $1,500,000,8 - : S

unstrean from Red Rock Canyon with an assistant, he put the transit,
a ncw.gun and other equipment on a raft te float across the river,
The raftlsank and everything was lost. The transit had belonged to
Curtis, and Fellows had to pay hin 5200 for its 1088.3 On September
23, he and a few companlons drove to the canyon le, xnspactod the
proyosed tunnel site, and examined several near-by ravines down
which a wagon route to the river ﬁight be constructed.® Meanwhile,
Whitman Cross of the U. S. Geolcglical Survey, on chober 17 and 18,
made an examination of the geolegy of the region to deternine the .
rock formations through which the pfoposed tunnel would pass in its
course from the Gunnison'River to the Uncompahgre Valley "by the
shortest possible line. "3

Thomas R. Hannihan was selected as state superintendent for the

the UnCOHpaHfre Valley side in late fall of 1901. The rock formation
here was shale; consequently, it was necessary to txmber the tunnel
as work progressed to prevent cave-ins, with the entlcxnatlon that
evantually the wooden sboring would be replaéed by a 11n1ng of
concrete oY brick.® By one estimate the cost of the tunnel would
run about 520 per foot, with a totél of 5880,000 for the coﬁpleted,
lined bore.! In addition, there would be the expenditure of £200,000
for a dam, "controlling works, engineering and contingencies,”" The |
total cost, including the distribution system, would run to about
_—
The tunnel, as originally proposed, wculd be about three miles

long, emptying water into a twelve-mile ditch which in turn would.

/N
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carry the water to the routh of the lontrose Canal, HMNore than 100,000

acree ‘of land would bhe reclaimed, nnough for 1,200 families, with an

increase in valuo of 5 million dollars.9

It was hoped that convict labor, provided by the state, could be
used in construction work. 4ith respect to this, the Montrose |

Enterprise had commented, "The que stion of convict labor to aid in

the work is one of vast importance, as it not only makes toward the

‘building of the tunnal, but it solves another problem that of what

to do with the idle convicts. Keep pushing this matter."10 About

¢ixteen convicts would be involved, and this would necessitate the

building of a special security stockade, 1l

Duvlng the week of November 21, 1901, work commenced on the road
from Vontrose to the proposed vest portal of the tunnel.l? 'Thls road
is still passable in 1959, extending northeast from Montrose and east
of Table Mountain, eventually reaching the southwest end of Bostwick
Park dfter winding through the badlands. By December 16, a frane

dining room, bunk house, and blackemith shop had been btuilt at the

'sitﬂ, and the face of the shale-hiil had been shaved off, On that
J

date the first dirt was taken out of the tunnel.l3

By the end of Dccember, ten men (apparently not conv1ctu, who

‘for some legal reason could not be used) were at work, putting eight

hours in the tunnel, nine on outdoor work, The timbering was being
dene with a 12x12 framework and an arched roof, At this time it

was estimated that it would be possiﬁle to drive from five to six

feat a day in the shale, 1
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Colerado, it nust be remembored, ned only allotted $25,008 for~

" the "State Canal lo. 3" projcct. The hoard was empcwared by the

legislature to seclicit "subscriptions andladvancements of noney
and aequipment from interested persons who receive in return wvater
rights receipts,“ls In order to axcite caepital in the venture, the
men had maps of the Uncompahgre Valley prepared and collected infor-
mation on the area and nature of land there which could be watered
by the system., Insafficient funds were forthconring, however, and
within a year tha étate’s work on the tunnel had to be abandoned,
with, as somecone commented, only a "small hole in the ground and
some weather-stained ﬁachinery fo show for it,"18 |

Actually, mere work had been accomplished on the State's tunnel
than this statenent woltld sugpgest. A progress report issusd by the
Colorado State Engineer in 1902 indicated that the tunnel had been
drivsn 835 feet from the west end, with 350 feet timbered. Two
air shafts had been sunk, one 65 feet and one 90 feet, and fivs.
niles of wagon road had been constructed.17 |

Fortunately, by this time the federal Reclamation Act had been
passed, on June 17, 1902, establishing the Raclamation Servica, J
Congressman John C, Bell's bill for constvucfion of a tunnel, intro-
duced into congress in 1901; was incorporatéd into this act,1® The
state and local citizens ﬁastened to petition this ﬁew agency to
continue the diversion projeét, and the "Uncompahgre Valley Project;"
"sunnison River Diversion," or YGunnison Tunnel Pfoject," as it was
variously called, becane one of tﬁe first five projects to be taken

up by this Service, scheduled for immediate development,19

e e




ful study and the preparaticn of elaborate estimates of cos

s et o g S

. . . ' 5 / f;C
{
This project ranked fifth in importance‘among twenty-seven
irrigation works begun by the government under this act, in terms
of acres to be reélaimed,and ranked third in cost, the Reclamation
Service estimating that expenditures would approximete four million
dollars to complete the tunnel, diversion canals, and associated
acccutrements.29 The extent of lccal sﬁpport is emphasized by the
fact that most of the existing ditches in the Uncompahgre Valley .
were pledged to help carry the diversion water.zl |
‘ During 1902,}surveys wére continued by U. S. Geological Survey
personnel to ascertain the best location for the tunnel, its
dirensions, and the.graQe which the tunnel should have in its course
fror the Gurnison River down to the Uncompaﬁgre Valley. A lenger
tunnel cculd ha&e reduced diam%tef but would have an increased
gradé, vith assoéiated increase in speed of water which might erode
away the tunnel’s lining, A short tunnel could have a slight grade
but weculd have to have a large bore, Consideration was also given

to the best location for the upper end of the tunnel, A dam could

be built across the river to facilitate diversion, or the same result.

could be achisved by increaéing<the length of the tunnel. Acccrding

to the U, S. Geolopical Survey, "All of “these matters involve care-
£, 22

~ Although skilled topographers were in short supply, mappinglof
the irrigable land in the Uncompahgre Valley proceeded, and it was
planned eventually to use powéﬁ from the tunnel project fo pump water
to lands not accessiblé by gravity irrigation, Settlers in the |

valley, meanwhile, were organizing themselves in a manner similar

v e e . - s e S e
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+o the residents of the Salt River Valley in Arizona, as the "Uncompahg

valley' Water Users! Association,"” and every atterpt was being made

to simplify and facilitate the operaticns of the engineers.23
Extremely cold and storny Decembasr weather curtailed tcpographic

rapping in the Black Canyon area, and field pertiec were disbanded

in January, 1903, The next few months were devoted to a cempilation

of data already gathered and the preparaticn of initial estimatas,

A preliminary report was completed on March €.2% The next day the

Director of the. U, S. Geologicél Supvéy sent the Secretary of the

Interior a letter outlining the generael plans for develcpment of

the Sunniscn River Project.Qs It was’recommended‘that the cverall

project as outlined be approved, that the surveying of irfigable lands

be continued, and that investigations be expedited leading fo the

grcparaticn of specificaticns and letting of contracts,2® On March

14, the Secretary of the Intericf gave his approval to the project,

lzter (June 7) setting aside £2,500,000 from the re¢lamaticn fund

fer conctructien purposes.27 ﬁeanwhilé, cn March 16; the Coigradb

legislature authorized the transfer to the United States of all /

greperty end rights acquired for State Canal No. 3, The aétuai

conveyance, howaver, was not to be made by the state board of

control until Aupustill, 1230¢,28

on June 17, 1903, Ira W. KcCennell, an engineering graduate frem
Cornell University, was placed in charge of the topographic work'as
resident encinzer, He was to remain in charge of the Uncompahgre
diversion project throughout much of its rrosecution, being msde

supervising engineer in November of 1907,29

R e g e e
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The sumrer of 1903 proved to .be a busy cne in the field, thcugh
no further construction on the tunnel was attempted, liost of the
work involved rmapping, with six surveying parties in the ficld, both
in the Uncompahgra Valley and in the Black‘Canyon. Tha most dariné
piece of‘work was a survey within the canycn at- the point tentatively
selectaed as head of the proposed tunnel, ncar the Narrows. Tha
1,500-foct length of canyon had to ke surveyed from bdfh rims, this
difficult jeb finally being coapleted in Ausust, 30

Eecause of the swift water, narrow gorges, and huge boulders in
the canycn, the river could rnot be used as & survey route, Instead,
the men had to descand into tha chasm over the sheer cliffs and down

.

narrow fissures in fcur different places., First, a fissure and
talus slope on the south side were napped, as a possible route for
a catleway into the canyon for carrying supplies, Then the survey
party detcured 150 miles arcund to thz north rim, scrambled down

a similar fissure, and surveyed a sinilar talus slcpe, From this
scint McConnell and his assistants, Y. P. Edwards (engineer), J. A,
Sargent (topographer), and L. E, Foster (assistant topographér),
wenf along the rim about 1,200 feet upstream and dared a perilous
descent to another shert talus élope, using ropes to get doun the

1

‘

steep rock walls.s

Returning from the north rir, this party made one more invasion
of the canyon to a rocky slope extending into the river. Here they
encountered one small fract which could ﬁot be reached byAinstPumcnts,
59 a nan had to be sent doun by‘means of ropes in order tovset

sipnals thera for triangulation, The completed map of this rough

T e
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portion of the canyon, together with some photographs of the area,

wera.eventually published in the Seceond Annual Report of the
Reclamatioﬁ Service, 32

Larlier in the séason Engineer Y, P. Ed#ards had made a survey
for a rocd frowm the west end of the proposed tunnel heading‘up
ontc VYernal Mesa to the head of ths dam-site trail and to the rim
abeve the proposed east (river) tunnel heading, a total distance of
nine and onz2-half miles,33 Also, Edwards directed fhe construction
of four trails ffom Vaernal lesa down-into_the/canyon as far as |
possible without having to resort to blasting. Brush was cut avay
fer a teiporary wagén road aleong the top of {he resa for a distance
¢l two miles, In addition, a number of spacial excursions were
rede intc the canycn depths, especially at the dan sife, where in
October scundings were nade.St  As might well be guessed, jrany of
the investigations carricd.out during the 1303 season were of the
nost hazardous nature, Fortunately, there were no casualties,

During thre winter of 1%03-04, there wae a recqnsideration cf
the locaticn f{or the tunnei; and it was decidad, and s vepérted
on February 6, 1904, by lcConnell, that a new lccaticn abceut five
miles ecast of the originql site would be shorter and mcre practicable.ﬁ

: |
This new site, the cne occupied by the tunnel tcday, became

“designated as the "upper locaticn® or "beat landing location.®

This was absut the site surveyed back in 1884 by Richard Whinnerah, 3&
Interestingly encugh, in the fall.cf 1900 W, H. Fleming had

recommended consideration of thse 1834 survey site, pointing ocut

e R m o T o]



e A REE

that such a site would avoid the construction of a dam and expensive
flumes,.37 At that time, of course, the Narrows site had won out,

On lay 9, the twe proposed tunnel iocations were.visited by a
consulting board made up of Arthur P, David,»George Y. Wisner, and
¥, H. Sanders, acéompanied by Morris Bien, an ‘engineer, Colorado's
qtate Eneineer, L, G. Carpenter, and the district and resident
engineers of ’ontrose.38 The ‘upper locatlon was officially approved
by this croup for the following reasons: (1) less difficulty in
access to’#he‘cényon nortals (2) gimplicity of engineering problems;
(3) sh&rter length; (4) inecrease in irrigable land; %5):relief from
the necessity of bﬁilding several miles of very costly canal,39
On June 7, 1904, as previously mentioned, the Secretary of the -
Intericr set aside $2,500,000 from rgclamafion funds for ccnstruction
of the Uncompahgre Valley Project, and authbrized.the taking of such -
acticn as might be necessary to carry out the project in all its
details, E -~

"~ After this deCISlon,‘lt was necessary to make more careful
surveys of the new lxne, including acnurate doterw1nqtlons of the
elevation at the river portal and the west or Cedar Creek eﬁd.of
the tunnel,%0 According to specifications, the tunnel would be
about 30,000 feet in length, 19 1/2 by 11 1/2 feet in crosé sectio%@:
with a fall of two feet in a thousand and a cérrying capacity of |
1,300 second-feet, The tunnel would have to be lined throughout, -

the type of lining depending uvpon the nature of the rock passed

through.“l
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.Bids for the constructiocn of the tunnel were opened é@ Hontrose .
on October 5, with ten bids being considered from compani;s as fav.
avay as California and Illinois. Low bidder proved to be the
Taylor-Moore Construction Company of Hillsborg; Texag,“2 and
the Secretary of the Interior signed the contract early_in January,
1905.%3 The %»ids had been based upon linear cost of various units
of the project., The contract célled for excavation and lining of
30,582 feet of tunnel and of a cut at the west povtal 1,950 faet
long and a maximum of 49 feet in depth. It was estimated that the
tunnel would cost 1,000,000 and would be completed by April 15,
1808, 4% 8ids were also let for constructicn of the north, east,
and west canals which, asscciated with other cpen-air features,
would cost about $l,250,000.“5' |

As soon as the new tunnel line had been decided upon, surveys

were run for a wagcen road to connect the Cedar Creek Portal with
the Rivef'Portal.“G Jut of several possibilities a route was
chosen, and to avoid further delay tha government itself decided
to carry cut the cqnstruction, which atarted in July; It was
essentially completad by October 1, lgoﬁ,‘except for a few
additional turnouts/gnd widening at a number of places, by force
account., The grada whers the road switchbacked dowﬁ into.the’
corge was as much as 23%, the steepness permissible because no
loads would ﬁave to come up out of the canyon.%?7 The job involved
the excavation of 30,000 cubic yards of material, the cicaring.of

38 ‘acres of roadway, the construction of ninetcen wooden bex

culverts and’300 linear feet of cribwork along cliffs,48
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The wagen road into the canyon becane the only one to reach

- the river for saventy niles. The prade was so steep that, as one

author éommented, "4y-horse wapgons poing over it present the
appearance of being almost all brakes.""? The construction down
to the river cost $20,000 and hauling over this road was to cost
34,50 a ton. This road is still in use today as an access road
to the river portal and is reminiscent of many of the ola mountéin
mining roads throughout western Colorado.' After completion of the
rcad, a 24,32-mile telephone linevfrom’Montrose to the Cedar Creek
Portal and on over Vernal Mesa to Rivar.Pcrtal was put in, this
contract being coﬁpleted in December, %0

Government heédqparters for the projcct were set up in Yontrose,
and at West Portal and River Portal shelters were erected for the
use of the workmen.. Excavation bf the tunnel from both ends
commenced on Jahuafy 11, 1965. By the middle of Hay, when 15% of
the contract time had elapsed, only 4.5% of the work had been
accomélished.51 The contractors were experiencing financial
difficulties, They had had neither the adequate mechanical piant
nor the Organization necessary for such a venture, A 65-ton |
Bucyrus steam shovel used on the excavation at Yest ?ortal had

been idle for repairs sixteen cut of thirty-six days. The moist

adobe and gravel encountered had entailed heavy timbering, and

frequent cave-ins‘delayed the work, 92
The contract was finally suspended, and on May 27, 1905, the
Reclamation Service assumed the job of completing the tunnel project,?

At this time 438 feet of 8x8 undarcut drift on the tunnel. grade
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portal had been driven, 135 feet of this had been Gnluffbd

at east

e

to full cize (about 10x10), and a power plant had been installed '.3 -
herce to operate tvo air drills, an air hoist, and a purp. At R

viest Fortal, S7H feet of full-sized tunnel and 108 feet of ' -
gul-fcocct drift had been excavatcd.su ' _ Le};f

~he excavacicn of the tunnel under the supervision of the

&Lcl'"ction Service was te continue for the next four years, withe

the actual werk carried cut by Service cnginﬁz‘q when no satisfactery

could be cttained fron krwvate ccncern_.sS Eventually, the - -
work progressed con four headings: east from the Cedar Creelk Portal,
intec

west from River Portal, and east end vest from a shaft sunk

the mesa abcut a mile from River Pertal, 28
The hazards cconpan"‘ng the construction uere cicsely related

to the character of the rcck material encruntered during excavation,

Starting from YWest Portal thers was the felloviling ﬂeolo ~i¢c sequencet-
(1) 2,000 feet of heavy,.water-bearing alluvial clay, gravel, and
sand badsy (2) 1,200 feet through a zone of herd shale below and
gravel above, with much seepage; (3) 10,060 feet of black shale,
with fossil deposits and pockets of combustible jac (%) 2,000 %uct
through a badly shattered fault zone ChuPdCiPPl zed by hiph tewmperature

narblae, hard and soft sandstone, llﬁcstone,

hot and cold uater, coal,

and concentrations ¢f carbonic-acid gasy and (%) 15,455 feet of -

retamorphosed graﬁite with rany water-bearing scansed? .
Sone of the adventures of the subterrancan dipgers equalled

those experienced by the earlier runners of the river and scalers

. B e < o — e .
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of its chasn walls, On one occasion excavators from the west =nd

tapped a cavern eharpged with carbonic~-acid gas, Rushing and hlssing,

the ras drove workers helter-skelter; and the ventilating machiner
£ 3 o

had to be turned off until the cenfusion subsided.58 In Decenber

of 1996 such a large underground stream was intercepted that jets

TR gt e
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shot forty feet into the tunnel throuzh drill holes, knocking the

drillers from their nachines. The flow was estimated at 25,000,000

gallons ian twenty-four hours. Accompanying the water was & haavy

flovw of "choke damp” (earbon dioxide). Sacause of the gas, water,
and high temperatures, work had to be haltad in this headling for
about six months uatil a 620-foot ventilating shaft could be sunke59

Occasionally, flows of vater heated by slacking of shale would

be ancountered, rzisinz the temperature in the tunnel to an

ur.comfortable lavel avaraging 85 degveas.eo The heat bescame SO

e
3

unbzarable at one point {over 90 degrees) that further work had

SRETRRAE BN

to be delaysd three months while a 300-foot ventilating shaft was

LA R

constructed, 61 Tive hundred faet of excavation want through a

deposit of fossil clam shells, and special tisbering methods had

o
to be devised to przvent cave-ins here.22 In ancther spot where

the gzrenite roof of the tunnel began to cave in, the hole was

St S ARG A S e S e L et

£i1led with thousands of bales of hay.sa

when the project was about half conpleted, a saction of tunnel

AT BT TR T T R AT A

alrzady shored gave Way, cutting off a number of men in one of the
headings.G" Fortunately, an air pipe was buried with the workers,

and for 72 hours air was pumped in to the men while rescuers

©
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ljabored in three-minute shifts on a temporary opehing. Constantly
the erftonbed men implored their rescuers to hurry. Those first
reached tock their turns‘at the shovels to extricate their
companions, Six men perished in their particular cave-in, caught
and killed by falling rocks.%® Later a coroner's jury exonerated
all persons from blame and attributed the accident to "unforeseen
and unavoidable conditions."66 In 1909, just a few days before
the tunnel was officially opened, Walter Honey, a driller, was
crushed by a ton 6f rock crashing down from the tunnel roof.67,

At the River Portal, high»water periodica%ly invaded the tunnel
entrance, which was»ébout seven feet below the water line, and
kept pumps constantly at work, sometimes discharging as much as
750,000 gallons in twenty-four hours.®® Water in the tunnel not
only raised the humidity to unccnfortable heighté for the Qorkers
(and incréased the air temperaturae through slacking of the,shaleé)
but had other adverse effects as well,89 The tunnel floor could
not be used at all, The electric tram tracks had to be elevated.
Shoring timbers would float away or Decone water-scaked. Spécial

attention had to be paid to such commodities as tool boxes, powder,
nails, repair parts for drills, and even lunch boxes to insure that
they wouldn't become buried in nuck or swept away. Water flows from

surrounding bedrock were so numerous through the tunnel sections

excavated during the year from July, 19307, that pumps removed the

water at the monthly rate of about. 19,000,000 gallons."0 ,In.one

section of fissured, water-bearing rock the water pressure often

B s i L NI
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reached such extremes that it would force powder out of holes
before the charges could be fired,?7l In the fault zone, frequent
inrushing water would often carry literally tons of sand which

would bury tram tracks and tools for a distance of two hundred

yards down the tunnel.’? Indeed, so much trouble was encountered
in the fault zcne, it took a year to pass through, In April of
1308, a water vein was enéounteved which'stopped all progress
for months and necessitated the use of additional pumps, /3
Earlier, another underground water course was hit which discharged
from the West Por?al at the rate of 7 1/2-seacond feet. "This |
forced the raising of the tram tracks upon timbers for threel
and one~fourth miles, delayad drilling, increased the labor
of mucking and increased the cost of track work. ¥

Forces from the outside world proved just as bothersome, On
July 30, 1908, a cloudburat raised the level of Cedar Creek until
it rushed into the portal‘cut, filling the cut with debris‘and ‘
wvashing out rora than’fifty feet of timbering at the end of tha
tunnel.’S The pvevioué August a similar rise in Cédar Creek
broke into the rescue shaft'sunk in May of 1905, and work was
delayed for a week.7§ Spring and summer rains would frequent;y
make the sfeep River Portal road impassable for the contracted
freight wagons, and governmént teams often had to be used to
haul iﬁ coal to keep tunnel pumps in operation,

Despite the complications and frustrations, the work of the

excavation proceeded,?7?7 At the East and West Portals stean

T T sl
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pever plants, air compressors, electric éenerators, and cycloiddl
véntilating blowers were installed, Traﬁming within the tunnels
was carried on with six-ton electric locomotives, operating on a
24~-inch gauge track and pulling sidéudump (west) or non-dumping
(cast) cars., Drilling was done with drills best adapted for ths
particular substrate, with up to fifteen power drills operating
fror the west end.’8 Ilectrie lines were run into the tunnel
headings as work progressed, and all lighting was by means of
electricity.s |
Arthur Page in his “"Running a River Through a Mountain," has
given a good glihpse of the tunnel excavqtion works: 9. . .iwg
riles and a half in the mountains from the Uncompahgre side are
aboutils nen with three drills working in the rock., Two steel pipes,
abvout a foot in diameter, 1eaa from a shaft to the head of the
tuﬁnel, cne pumping in frgsh air and the cther suckihg out foul
air, An electric trgin hauls out the rock as it is excavated,
down the long wet tunnel lighted here and thére by electric
lightse o o o"79 .
Cripinally, the work éamp at West Portal was a mere collection
of tents, and the center was peorly\supplied with water and
sanitary facilities, During the winter of 130k~ 05, this camp
was 1o oved about a nile to a more convenient location. Cradually,
dining halls, bunk houses, storerooms, offlces. a power house,
rachine shop, stables, and cottages for families were ereccted,

Sipns of civilization bescame evident at this community bearing
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the post office name of Lujane, Sewapge and water systens were
installed., There were policermen and sanitary inspectors. Good
stores, boardinpg houses, a post office, school, two churches, and
a hospital were started., By Aupust l; 1905, about 350-men were
enpleyed at the West‘Portal, and the town of kaane orew to about
800 inhabitants,®0

The work camp at River Portal was also initially composed of .
tent houses, In time these were replaced by frame structures
covered with tafpaper.- Because of the narrow shoreline, the
Rivei Portal community had to be built’ in part on rock debris
from the tunnel exéavation and in part up the steep slops of
the canyong; Here each building had its 6wn embankrent foundation

in crder to give it land on which to stand. A large stock of

supplies and spare parts for equipment was laid up here against

those frequent times when the River Portal would be inaccessible

by road, At this lcocation about 140 men were employed.al At
the rim was located the milk ranch, with stock and couws to
supply the village below,82 : . . . |

The manifold difficultiee encountered by this early reclamation .

project are emphasized by this statement from the Fifth Annual
Report of the Reclamation Service:

Before a proper appreciation of the difficulty of
this work can be realized it must be recognized that in
many respects it is an unprecedented undertaking, At
the present time an expenditure of nearly 100 horsepower
is required for tunnel ventilaticn alone. Every car of
material taken from the tunnel must be hauled an average
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distance of 2 miles before it reaches the dump. Water

flcwing into the tunnel must be pumped long distances

before it is finally discharged. The material through

which the tunnel haes teen excavated has been extrenely

difficult to handle in many places, The ccuntry in

which the work is located is nct self-supporting.

This has required the shipment from outside points of

prectically every pound of supplies used, - Freight

rates ars high, labor is scarce, and correspondingly

indifferenty supplies of all classes are commanding

the highest prices ever realized. All of these

factors incrzase the difficulty and the expense,

Lack of good, and in scire caées,any, workman did indeed preseni
a sericus probleﬁ, unimproved by good wages., Laborers on concrete
werk were paid at the rate of §2,36 per eight-hour day. Excavation
laborers were paid from $2.25 te $2,.50 per day, while foremen
received $3,00 a day. Superintendents received $122.50 per month,
Men recelved freze lodgings and hot showers but had to pay fer their
reals, 75¢ a day, The two camps, however, werae semewhat isolated,
tihe work hazavdouz, and the averape stay for a worker was only
two weeks, 8%

On June 20, 1906, about a year after the Reclamation Service
took over work con the tunnel, 11,982 feet had been excavated
from the four headings,ns and in July headings three and four

®
on the west end were connected,®® One of the work gangs during
this period averaged 25.6 feet per day, considered to be "greater
progress than was ever made on similar work,."87 At other times
it would take from twelve to twenty hours just to drill the
blasting holes, 88
Over the entire constructien period, except for unavoidable

delays, men worked in three shifts, night and day, averaging
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255 feet a month (350 a month from west side, 150 a month from

east river portal side),89 It was considered satisfactory progress
to proceced 300 feet per nonth iﬁ granitiec formation free from
unusual difficulties, 240 feet per month in heavy ground, and

600 to 750 feet per menth in shale offering no unusual obstacles.go
An American record in tunnel driving through'hard rock was made
here in January of 1808, when LuS feet of heading advance was

driven in one conth.gl The enlargement of the undercut drift to

rate of 1,665 feet per ronth. Dﬁring the course of excavation,
more than five million two-horse wagon-lcads of debris vere
rcmoved.gz |

_ Soon after construction of the tunnel had begun, it became
evident that the timbering would not long hold up under the
influence of the heat and roisture, Conseqﬁently,lit becama
necessary imnsdiately tc line the tunnel sections with concrete,
Fortunately, a suitable source of sand and gravel was fcund on a
steep hill overlooking the main shaft. The cemsnt was rixed,
dumped into special cars, and transported to the poxnt wlthln the
tunnel where it could be shoveled into prenared forms. By June 30,
1910, all timbered sections and some untimbered sections of the |

Gunniscn Tunnel ha& been 1ln9d093

In late June of 1309, the excavation of the tunnel was almost

complete, gnd the two gangs of men working in headings one and

e
l full tunnel section was accomplished by two gangs at an average

two began to hsar each others' drilling, Within two weeks, at
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g:u45 on the afternoon of July 6, at a point 10,812 feet from
ﬁivér Portal, the two crews came t&gether, and the rough bora of
cne of the longest tunnels in the United States was completed.gu
As the tunnel corpletion became imminént, a Montrose citizens'

group called the “"Gunnison Tunnel Opening Ceommittee” laid plans

for a grandiose celebration. Tha Cunnison Republican for August

26, 1309, announced the "Gunnison Tunnel Opening Day" in misprint
ac September 23, 1609, and in several issues included the
‘exciting program:?

9 a.m.-bBand concert Eik's Park, Hontrose,
9:30~-=Visit to orchards near lontrose. ,
10:00~~=Heeting of special trains from Ouray, Telluride, Gunnison,
Lake City, Grand Juncticn, Delta, Hotchkiss and Paonia.
Lecorted by bands and Company E, Colorado liaticnal Guard,
11:00---Crand exhibiticn of the products of the land under the
Cunniscen Tunnel project at the Western Slope Fair, Adnmission
50¢, Those entering the pgrounds at this hour will be given
a return ticket good for the afternocn by applying for sane
on leaving the grounds. . .
12:00-~=Dinner, , . '
1:30--=MHusic by visiting bands at Elk's Park..
2:30-~<Arrival special train with President Wm, H, Taft and other
national officials. Signal: 1st bomb, train within city
limitsj2nd bomb, on depot platform; 3rd bordb, parade starts,
3:00---President escorted to speakers'! stand Llk's Park, Introduct
remarks by Fone Y. D. Catlin, chairran Gunnison Tunnel
COpening Conmittea, : ‘
3:05-~-Key of the city turned over to our puests by Hayor J. Q. Al
3:10~--Address of welcome by lion. Jchn C. Bell. :
3:20--~Response by President Taft. .
3:35-—-=Remarks by Senator Charles J. Hughes.
3:40~--Rerarks by Gov. John Shafroth. .
4 :00~~-Trains leave Montrose for West Portal Gunnison Tunnel, Fa
for round trip 50¢ (Racing at Fair Grounds will begin at u
4:30~--~Salute by battery from Denver, at #est Portal, Cannons wil
be those captured by the First Colorado Reginent from the
Spanish at Manilla, Music by band. Invocation ReV, John J
Shinglar. 7 : ' '
4:30---0pening of the headgate to Cunnison Tunnel by Pres, YWm. H,
Taft at Vest Pcrtal. _
4 :50-~-Remarks by I. MecConnell consulting enpgineer UsS.R,S.

[P - e s o e



4:55--=Remarks by Senator Horace T. Delong of Grand Junction,

5300---Trains return to liontrosae. ' .

5s30~~~Prasident Taft will Dbe escorted to the Western Slope F&ir
and shown the products of the land under the Gunnison Tunnel
preject and mineral exhibits from the mining camps cf the
Vastern Slope.

6:00~--Balloon ascension and parachute leap at the Fair Crounds.

6:30--=Cugper. : )

7:30---Recepticn to President Taft and others.

8:00~—-~tusic by band at Bik's Pairk,

g:15--<Renarks by Hon. A, King, of Delta, at Elk's Park,

83,20---Remarks by Arthur P. Davis, chief anginccr reclamation
service, tashington, D, C.

0:30-~-Remarks by Senator John A. Tobin, Secratary of the Yater
Usera! Asscciation.

8:35--=Remarks by Judze S. M. Bailey.

514 5emeRenarks by A, L. Fellows, engineer, Denver,

§:55~--=-Remarks by Congressman Taylor.

§:0C~--Grand illuminated parade.

g:3G--=Grand pyrotechnical display.

And on Scpfemher 23, the gala celeﬁraticn cane off as scheduled,
marking the offieial cpening of the tunnel, 3%  Axzong dignitariés in
attendance were Fresident Taft, Richard A. Ballinger, Secretary of
the Interior, Senator Charles Hughes, Jr., Kepresentative Edward
Taylor, GOVthor Jchn F. Shafroth, officials of the Reclamatiocn
Service, Fellows, Torrence, icConnell and Lauzon, In addition,
thousands of sightseers came from all over the iestern Slope, A
special train from Delta brought 1,500, and 300 came on a spacial
train from Cunnison. 7Thirty-six automcbiles drove over from Delta,
the occupants carrying red and white umbrellas, Ouray brought a
pack train, in charge of E. A, hinney, shewing the means of
tradsportation in fha rich nmines,

President Taft came in from the east yn a special five-coach

prasidantial train, in the first car of which were U, S, Regulars'

‘
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as guards., As a special presidential guard were all the shefiffs

of uvestern Colorado, decked out in western uniform with ten gallon
hats, bandanas, blue flannol shirts and corduroy pants, each with

ﬁ Colt .45 in holsters Preceding Taft's train was another special
carryingy Rio Grande officials,

The event was heralded as the “biggest event that ever heppened
in Montrose." DBands from Ouray, Ridgway, Clathe, Lake City, Montros
and D2lta were cn hand, inclﬁding ¢irls! bands with natty uniforns,
The Grand Army of the Republic "made a fine showingAin the parade,f
as did the Beooster's Associaticn and the Cclorado Naticnal Guard,
ifontrose centributed its prettiest girls, riding on hereeback, to
the parade. On the main thorcughfare of town there was a welcome
arch consisting of Qroductn of the rich agricultural country, and
telling hbw nuch had been'raised during the pasf year and what
the completion of the tuanel would mean for 1910. The official
Bureau of Information was established at ths Belvidere Hotél in
Hontrose,

Ten thousand people congregated at the.féﬁr grounds tolgreef
the President, 'The guard of honor was rade up of menbers of the
Grand Army of the Republie, and when tha President arrived,
everyone gave a pgreat hurrah._ After giving a waelcome address,

Lion, Jehn Bell presented Taft with a beautiful fold dadge in
behalf -of the ceomimunity. It was a "most beautiful and glorious
Colorado day weathér@i§e," leading Taft to comnment, speaking of

dry towns, that he "did not wonder the:people here werz 'dry!
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as they did not have necd of a stimulant as the air was like
champajne." During the ceremony, Captain Guﬁnison's cousin from
ew York was introduced, Haycer Allen cave the key of the city to
the President, and there was a pirls' relay race on bucking
broncos. Following this, the President was conducted through
the fair grounds by the president of the Fair Asscciation.

In late afternoon the Prosident's train, decorated by the
3rd Division, proceceded to the West Portal of the tunnel, where
there was a special stand erected 75 feet alLove the tunnal entrance,
As the cfowds held their breath, President Taft touched a gold
bell on a floating siiver plete, the electrical cenncction
sounded gonyrs througshout the'Uncompahgre Valley, swung open the
tunnel headgates; and the waters of the Cunnison River vere at
last released from their rocky prison into the suany "Valley of
Fcundains." This bell, of pure gald, was furnished by the
Colorado Telephone Conrpany and inscribed on one side "Opening .
of the Gunnison tunnel by lis Excellency Williawm iloward Taft,
Presicdent of the United States of America, Montrese, Colorado,
September 13, 1309," The bLell was taken back to HWashington by
Taft after the ceremony. Ag %he water rushed thrcugh the tunnel,

reclaration cfficials fired salutes honoring the President, and

back in Yontrose at the fair grounds the ascension ballcon was

released, During the ceremcny the President called the surrounding

Uncorpahgre Valley the "Incorparable Vélley with the unpronounceable

narel" .
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Diversion Dam at River Pertal was finished iIn January, 1912,

2
‘ | | | /69

In the evening the Presiénnt had a special dinner at the
Catlin house, waited on by ten of the prettiast vouag ladies of
ontrose, At the complefion of tho feast, ths people of Lake
City presented the President uith a 7 and 1/2-pound trout to dine
on the next day. Tha day wnded as the Prcsidént was escerted

back %o his private car by the westarn sheriffs, to tha accompaniment

of booming cannons and cheering people. The Dsnver Post greeted
he mamorable occasinn with bannar headlines) "Taft Opens
Tunnal That ¥ill Make Desert Bloom," "Western Slope iiakes Event

Grand Holiday," "As Prasident Pushes Button Lifting Headgates

Oonzs Sounded in Valley," "Bore 30,5382 Feet Leng Will Carry Vater
u96 '

Through Base of Mountains,
Actually, ruch renainad to be done on tha Cunnison River

Divarsion Projcct. The intricate canal system in tha valley had

to ba completed, finishing touches had t6 be put on ths tunnel
itself, and so on., Indaad, the_over~ail proiject wasn't considered
complete until nid-1923, at which tiné expanditures had reached
$6,715,974,41, almost hélf of uhich had gone for ths tunnel, 97 .
The tunnel por;ion of the project was declared completad for
sresent use In Juae ¢f 1919, with thé first water for fvrrigation

being turned into the tunnel on Jduly 5.98 fthe Gunniszen River
39

Twe decades later the project was transferrcd to the Unconpahgre

AY

Valley Yater Users' Associlation which was to repay construction costs

in forty annual installments.loo It was estimated that the setilers

who were to benefit from the project would pay about $35 per acre

for water rights.lGl
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The total length of the tunﬁel was 30,582 feet, uith dimensions
in ;rosu section ¢f abceut ten feet by twelve fect, %he fall of
the tunnel was 2.02 feet per 1,000 feet, and water capacity was
1,300 cubic feet per secord, Intake cn the Cunniscen River was
about seven feet balew lew-water iine. The area cf thre irrigation
project incluced 146,000 acres. There veve 170.miles cf associated
canais, U000 riles of latefala, and 205 milez of draing,+92 The
wain canal vas 30 feet vide at the botfom, 33 fcet wida at the

top, with the average depth of water being ten feet, During the

ation exparts from all over the

b
4

course of the censtruction, irr
world visited the aite and geré arazed at the engineering diffiéulti
which tiere beinz overceme. By 1248 +the cost of the entire project
had risen to $G,Q7G,H8u.133 .

At one time the lneermpshgre Valley stirred with Talk of a.

rb

magnificent electrie tramvay which would trundle the length of .

o

the valley cn power from the Cunnisen River 1 version ?rcject.lou
This was a dream never to be realized, but the other far-reaching

/ ‘
benefits and acceomplishimcnts of the prciect Rave firnly established

it as one of the great, early ventures of the Raclamation Service

TR e s
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11 - lontrose Enterprise, October 17, 1901,

b \ 12 - Yontrose Enternfise, November 21, 1901.
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An original draft of this chapter by Richard G. Beidleman was
published in Colorado Magazine 36(4): 266-285, 1958, under
the title "Gunnison River Diversion Project - Part II."

+ This represents a revision of the original publication.

Colorado State Efigineer, 11lth Biennial Report of the State
Engineer to the Governor of Colorado for the years 1901 and

1302 (1902), 45.

U. S. Geological Survey, First Annual Report of the Reclamation
Service from June 17 to December 1, 1902 (1903), 137.
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Ibid., September 26, 1901,

U. S. Geological Survey, First Annual Report, loc. cit.

Colorado 3tate Engineer, loc. cit.:

U. S. Geological Survey, First Annual Report, op. cit., 139. -

Ibid,, 147.

Ibid. The Delta Laborer observed that "While the enterprise
is gigantic, and will cost an immense sum yet the aggregate
cost will not be over $3 per acre for the land to be
watered--advancing it eEz==sTz=r 1 from worthless class to
the value of at least $20 per acre, and under improvement
to from $50 to $100. It also means additional room for
at least 10,000 people in the next ten years,"~-The
Gunnison People's Champion, December 6, 1900,

Montrose Enterprise, August 4%, 1900, The "State Canal Ho. 3"
i1l sutnorized the use of able-bodied con¢icts in the
construction work.--Session Laws of Colorado, 13th Session
(1901), 370-371, A Denver reporter comrented on the
erployrment of penitentiary inmates: "I believe it best
for us to make provisions for the employrment of the
convicts, and that the funds be drawn from the penitentiary
fund, as that is a preferred fund, and further bescause any
bill drawn from the general fund would be an empty affair,
Alsc your people should consider what disposition the
state should make of the water when the tunnel shall be
completed, I think it best for the state to se&l the water
at reasonable rates to preferred purchasers, and that the
bill provide for an issue of script payable in water, which
would assist the state materially, and enough of this script
could be placed to feed and clothe the convicts, I would
advise that the cantonment be made a part of the
penitentiary and the operations be under the penitentiary
board..."--The Gunnison People's Champion, December 6, 1800,
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The map the men nade i3 plate U3 ITn the Ind Annual Keport, “here
is further description of this daring survey in U, Se Geologlcal
survey, Weter-Supply and Irpigfetion Paper Ho, 93 (14Gu), 16u-165,

31y, S. Ceclopical Survey, 2nd [rnual Repert, Of. gig., 186,

magese v

Ivic., 165-167 and Flate 23. .
.y 1EC0
3Ihidey 197,

35y, S, CGeolougical Survey, Src frnuad) Report of the Reclawation
serviee, 1303-1894 (1935), 2nd LdiTion, 215,

24 * -, .
“USsuveninr Booklet, MHontrose County, op, Cit,

e, Cctober 20, 1900, "It seems tc be the

37eontrose Internris
sentitant OF weny that a tunnel near Red Feek will be lcng, as the
park is guite wide there, and a survey nust bs made to settle that
noint, I{ the tunnci is tc bz of preat length, it would be better
Yo use the Ccdar Creek site, and thus ¢veid icnjyr, dangerous fluming
in the rcuyhest country on carth,"

U,

38y, $. seological Survey, 3rd Annual Eeport, Op.

Cito » 203:
g, Geclexical Survey, 25th Anfival Tepert or the U, &. Tmoleo~ical

Survey (101}, 2Z%h,

33y, S. Geclogicel Survey, 3rd Annual repcrt, Ofe Cite, €5

b61yi4,, 2063,

~4

bid.,

St

iki

.235.’

e

1l
42

[o?

|

~

!Q' M R . . > - “u '\‘
L35, 5. Geolosicel Survey, Wth snnuad Report of tha Foclaration
Service, 1201-1905 (1806), 118,

Ry, 5, Geolegical Survey, 3rd Annual keport, ¢p. cit., 209,

‘4S7pi4,, 205-208.,
461pid., 208,

71bid., 209, L

4ey, S, Reelamaticn Service, 3th Annual Pencrt, cb. cit,, 8u-9%,




W9Apthur Y, Rage, "Running a River Through a lountain," Vorld's
dork, Vol. 1k, lo. 5 (1907), 8329,

501, S. Geological Survey, 3rd Annual Report, on, cit., 209-211.

51y, s. Reclamation Service, 8th Annual Renort, oD, cig;, 36,

521bid,, ©°5. . -

o -

53U. S. Genlagical Survey, hth Annual Egunrt, }qg. Ejt.

Sy, S, Reclamation Service, 8th Annual Reosort, op. cit,, 95.

55y, S. Ceolopical Survey, Lth Annuva) Report, op. cit., 119, On
Septauber 26, 1205, thtee Lirtders subrittcd zAf\:'vo als for comnleticn
of the tunnel, all of whieh were rejectad. '

56y, R, Reclamation Serviea, 5th Annual Peport of the Reclamstion
Savvice, 1996 (1$07), 109: U, SV reciaration serviee, 91h Znnual

e
remort, on, cit., 96,

— . ‘u-‘

5711, 8, Reclamation Serviee, Sth Annnal Report, on. cite, 26-97.

59?3"9, [l 3&2., 9325, Tt srems prokable that sliphtlv different
deseriptiont cf similar events in sopuler pericdical avticles may
uctu111v have baan variations ob a single ﬁvenf Newsnasers and

vesent the most

the annrual reperts of the Heclewailon Service rep
valid soureazs of inforviation. '

59Chxﬁ~an, an. cit., 17493 U, S, Realamation Service, 6th Aqual
Renort of the seclaration Saprvice, 1U05-1907 (1307), . -

YIS VTR U e

00y, ¢, Peciamation Service, Sth fnpuel Renort, cp.cit,, 109,

61laibert 'ilhelm, "ihe Creat Gunnisen Trrigation Trejeet,”

Scierntific Amarican Supplenent, Vol. 68, No, 1759 (1309), 184,

- e

621pjd., Chapman, op. git., 175,

- ey AP

63pi{11iam R. 3righam, Coloradn Travelove (Denver, 1938), 138,
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nr, as usual, Among the best acceounts
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y 93275 U, S, chorloal Survey, bth
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articles, with details
are these in Page, on. cit, Bth
fnnual Perort, op. cit., 1193 U, g, Ceclorical Survey, ZE8th Annual
Report of the U, S. G9010ﬂica1 Surveyv (120S5), 26 1—?6?. Annopq.n5
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25 workers were entnn;‘)ml elimr a wava=iin alia to saanase towal ﬂdq the
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gead: * Céward Cchuler, Iloyd nocdrufr,“%. ¥, Steels, Charvrles lernhaert
&
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for twenty-Iour hcurs, finaily pesching th2 buriszd men and hauling
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the Gez:tte carrizad g gocd haman inzerest sto “j L;ullnh with the
pen's GRLADPLIenCas,
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g5 - There are nany good accounts of this celebratiocn: Delta
County Tribune, September 24, 1909; The Denver Post,
Septerber 23, 19093 The Gunnison Republican, August 26,
1909, September 30, 19093 Colorado Springs Gazette,
September 24, 1909; Arthur w, lionroe, "ijontrcse County,
Interviews Collected during 1933-34 for the State
Historical Society of Colorado," C.W.A. Pamphlet HNo. 357,
Library, State Historical Society of Coloradoj; and others,

g5a- Taft's own perscnal body guard, Captain Butts, was also with
him. Butts later went down in the Titaniec. - Arthur W,
Monroe, "Montrose County, Interviews Collected during
1933-34 for the State Historical Society of Colorado,"
C.%.A. Pamphlet No. 357, Library, State Historical
Society of Colorado: interview with Robert Lee Smith,

p. 93.

95b- Taft personally congratulated lMiss Bertha Kull for winning
the Cowgirl's Relay Race., - Ibid. "

96 - The Denver Post, September 23, 1909,

97 ~ U, S. Bureau of Reclamation, 22nd Annual Report, 1922-23 (1923),
5%, _ :

98 - U., S. Reclarmation Service, 10th Annual Report of the
Reclamation Service, 1910-1911 (1912), 89; Reclarmation

Record (1910), August, 66,

99 - U. S. Reclamation Service, 1lth Annual Report of the
Reclamation Service, 1911-1912 (1913), 67.

100 - Reclamation Project Data (Washington, 1948), 443, 4uS,

101 - Gunnison Republican, August 26, 1909, At the tirmme of the
opening of the tunnel in 1909, the Reclamation Service had
hastened to quash the rumor that "50,000 acres of land
would be disposed of by drawing in tracts of 40 acres,
with a guaranteed government water right."

102 - Reclamation Record (October, 1809), 96,
103 - Reclamation Project Data, op. cit., Appendix Ho. 1.

184 - Chapman, Op. cit., 182,

B rmerere Syw v e A = ot pe———— v

Ty e



PR I O

CiIAPTER V
PIE HONUITHT ESTABLISIMENTY

Colorado'!s Black Canyon of the Gumison certainly ranks
gnong the foromost chasms of the world in terms of dimongions énd-
ponown. Starting at Sapinero, where the ancient pre-Carbfian |
vock complex firet becomes ovident, the Gumisgon Rivér has cub

n over deopening gorge to westuard for a distonce of someo Tiftly

&)

miles until, swinging northwest, the riVef leaves its walled
confines and 301ns the North Forlk of the Gumnnison River in the
lorth Fork Valleoy near Delta.

The deepcst and wost specbtacular portion of this chasm, a
twelve-nile length, has beon included within Lhe bouru&ry of

tiie Blacl Canyon of the Gunnison National Fonumoent, which was

sablished by tho prosidential proclamation of Horbort Hoover

)
&)

2,725 fcet,'while the width narrous vo 1,100 feet at the rim

s 1it $le as 10 fest at the botiom, at the latber sito the

-

-\

)
93
§9

river complotely inmundating the chasm floor. The depth‘and
nhrrowﬂoss of the Black Canyon ore emphasized by the shecr,

ch- tained, lichen- ~covered, vaﬂlegutod pre—Cambrlan'uglls

andg tho poriodic Floon wyhich shrouds the depths.

mere aro other canyons in the world with greater over-all

direngions, and come whose fame excoeds that of the BTack Conyon.

BTG V. = BT ———
O EFEEN - VI SIIN  R RIR OTLR R S

Rogardless of those CthCLitOPS, however, Colorﬂdo'ﬂ Black Canyon

T

l on karch 2, 1933, Ilere the gorge decpth prenges from 1,730 to -

‘of the CGumison is mcriorable for'its narrowness, dopbh, and -

LT R

jrmpression of sombor colitude. It is small uonder, then, that
thore devcloped in the past offorta to have the rost gpectacular

acction of this gorgo sot aside as one of our country's nnulonal

o - - - P
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/19
rronwicnt s
Ag for back es Byron DBryont!s menorublo strveying trip
\ :
hrouch the Black Cenyon in 1882-83, tho scenic values of the

Dlack Canyon werc being publicizoed. Dryant's trunsdtmon H. C.

-

jrigiht wrote a delightful letter entitled i ylinter in the Black
Canyon of the Gunnison®? which portrayed some of the spectacular
scencry: “Hewreto was unfolded view after vicw of the nost
wonderfull, the nost thriliing of rock exposures, ono vanishing
from view only to be replaced by another still more imposging. A
vicw woieh could easily be made into a scottish Feudal Castle
would ve followea_by ancther suggesiing the wildest parts of

fn

imposing hoeight and majestic proportions....
Another entiusiast, F. He ffewell, Chiefl ilydrographer for

the U. 8. Geological Survey, told the editor of the iontrose

s

interprise in 1901 that the Black Canjyon of the Gumnison "is

the prandest scenery on the continent and that something siould
e ’ _

be done to invite tourists and sightseers to look on its wonders.”

ievtell thougnt thet the canyon was "mreivalled, even by tihe

Grand Canyon of &thie Colorados” . \ . ]
In the late 1920's local citizens in anc sround iongrose
began agitating to have the Black Canyon designaved as &
nabional monument, with a bridge eveniually to be built to span
the chasme. This proposed bridge, montioned as the "nighest

bridge that will ever be built in the world," would bo 1,250
' 2a.

foet in length and extend 1,9$O-feet above the Gunnison River.
One of the very vocal protagonists of Black Cenyon at this

time was Douglas Lytle, a ranchor who lived botween Dostwick

Park and the canyon's South Rim. During the swamer of 1928,

A +ATA Fha Ammbr acant. TTarnr. Al Traland. atout the ,,GXiSthCO
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of tho spcctacular gorge SO closo Lo Fontroso and sugsested that
porhaps +he lontroce Lions ¢lub, of wiich Iroland was a nmenber,
could bo intercsted in constructing a "pascable road" to the rintes
Irelund brourht the matter to the attention of the club, which
was intorcsted and whiich set up an ihvestigativa committea>
corposed of Ipcland, L. J. Foster, superintendent of the
Uncomsahgre Reclamation Project, and Revaerend Fark Te 1 arncry
minister of the local United Presbyterian Church.u

soon after its sppointment, this committée made a
reconnalssance teip with Lytle to the canyon, getting @ penoranic
view of the countfjside from Signal Hill and then proceading ‘o
the rim neal wﬁ“t later was GO becomé ‘mown as Lions Spring. Tho
men were entrusiczstic about the possibilities of the aréa and
yeartlly pecoramended the road-building project to the club. Two
enginsors, afver a préliminary.sufveying trin, agreed that the
pond was feasiblee. .

on arch 8, 1929, the Lions Club voted to sp01sor.construction
of a "scenic arive" to and along the canyon pim: "It is believed
that the Club has inougurated a great riovemonts Tuo ultiriate
results cannot now bo forseen..."5 The cormitieo raﬁ a rough
urvey for the proposed road, marking the route out with red
strings hung on the brush. The commitiee felt that "a day
should be proclaimed to worl on this roadess It is belicved tvhat
in the inmesiate future a general proclamation will be made for
avery onc possible to tolke a day off and go up cnd do come work
-nd have a picnic dinnér at the spring noar the cainon rim.“6 #
Lytle'offorcd o mako available his sroctor and"sage brush’grubber

shat will grub a poth seven foct wide, if the Pcoploe of ilontrose

P N
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will donate an oqual anount of time."7

July 19 wuas scb ogido "as a day of work for tho Lionag at

the canocn,., Thoy will leave here at 7 q'clocl-: equipped with
axos, grubbing hocs and other tools noccsscry vo cub oak brushs
Thero is a short diztance of the road now in use that necds the
overhanging brush removed so as not to scraﬁch carg, This ifzill
bo done Tirst. Thon Dougles Lytle will start his tractor and
sagebrush grubbor to worik on the upper end of the road and the

n8

Py

Iions will got busy reroving the brush from this stretch

in I-Iovembeé , 1929, Revorend Warner took Johm Howell,
liontrocze Counéy Cormigsioner, and H. 7. Rono, resident state
higlvray eagincor, Lo the conyon and gold bthem on the idea of
buildiim;»; a good county road. Later the board of cbun‘oy
cos misasloncrs ondorsed the projgct, as did tho ifontrose city
corziigsioners, the robary club, lentrose Charber of Comacrcd,

ty chambers of comierce, and other orsanizations and

o
5
14
c-{-
)
Q
9
=
+

individuels, inecluding tho Monbrose Doily Preas and esgpecielly

9

ita news editor, Warren F. Wilcox.
The Lions Club chose the construction of tho road to the .
10

Canyon as its major projech for 1930, York uas begun on the

spproach road in kay, 1630, the road right-of-uay being donated

by Lytle .11 Tpis road was to proceed from Bostwick Parlt to the

canyon rim, & digtance of about seven milos. It would tizen
parallol the canyon rinm for a distance of sowre ong=and-a-half
miles, and in thig orea threo short brench roada were vo Lo |
consbructod loading out to tho edje of gore of tho rore
interesting poi:dts projecting from tho canyon mr". Protoection

ot Gthesc pointa was Lo be by en iron railing ceb in tho rocke e
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Micng the county road crew ab worlz on tho Blhal: Canyon
road were Dan Jolhnson, foreman, Rollen lotchizigs, Ed Sigafus,
Pat Shaffer, and Bon and Clarcnce Terrill, On onc occazicn, so
thdé story 5005,13 Ed Sigafus wag bacliing one of the trucks and
it got away from Lim and hurdled dowm into the canyon deptha.
Howover, these workers in a sense made up the for loss by
clamboring dovm to the river and bringing up the remaining

voat, the City of lMontrose, from the 1900 river ezpedition by

gorrence and his companions,

The completed road was dedicated on Sepbtewmber 1, 1930, a
mellow'late-summér Labor Day, with a gala celebration.lu
Picniclkers from llontroge, Delta and the towns of the North Fork
Villey gathered in a clearing near the "bridge site” for a
fostive feact, topped off with ice éream ané cake served by the
Lions and delicious coffce brewed by J. H. Bantley. A canvas
vas erecged ac protection against the'sun, with seats set up

under it, ond water was provided from a large tank chiilled with

several hundeed pounds of' ice. .The many cars were directoed to
safe parking spaces by unifoxmed men of Company D, Colorado
Hational Guard, under the direction of Sheriff lcAnally.

Prior to lunch, visitors, oven Robert Curtisg on his

5

/8

cruiches, took the opportunity of viewing the canyon from several.

antage points protected by hastily erected roilings; and from

their stase at the canyon rim Professor Loyde Hillyer end

his fiftcen band merbers ronderod a number of adeoctions to regale

the audicnce. I're and Hrse. D. B. Walker weore Lusy taldnzg photo-

graphs of the ccenery and festivities, and T. Stawbauzh of the

AJALA, was gathering material for an ariicle on gzeenic fcetures of

RN . R, - e e
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the Black Canycn in the AJAWA. magazine. Shortly after one o'clock
onlj forty-five minutes after it came off the press, copies of the

ontrose newspaper telling of the dedication, the ink barely dry,

wera dxuurlbuted to the pathering.

At 2:00 pem, the Cedicatory cerenony began, presiced over Ly
Harry Ireland.b® Accompanied by Cene lieGrepgor on the cornet,
everyche Sang AnCIricas and Reverend Viarner pronounced the InVOca%io
Irelend portrayed scme of the early histqry of the area and called
upon San Hartman, the oldest inhaebitent present, to relate some

of his pioneer experiences associated with. the canyon. Then

-

County Cormissioner Howell spoke about his impressions of the

canyon, cempenting "Fortunate indeed are the people ¢f the
Uncoinpahgre Valley beth now and in the future in having at their
very door this beautiful scenery. Every effort sheuld be made to
pake it more accessible to the general public,”

Hew21ll want on to suurest that an approach road also bes built

Ss4s

%o the north rin and that the Lions Club should seriously begin

to make plans for the bridge, . + o nothing very big or impos ible

about it, if we all work together," He facetiously centinueds:

If this is not soon done the nmen who pushed the
work and built this rcad this sumper, with myself will
come up here some dark night and build it for yOU, -

The Long Leng Trail on the upper end can be improved
so that nost of you could walk down to the botton of the
Canyons . .fnc¢ then just above us down the Lone Tree
Trail it would be possible to build a power cog railway
o that any of ycu could easily to down and stand close
to the perpendicular walls and be near the many cataracts
and falls,

B T R T R v SN
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Tt wag thon Reverond varnerts turn to address tho crowde

e revieuwod the history of the road developuent and orpressed
get asido as

thoe hope that the scenic aorea might eventw 11y Lo

park or nosional monumont. Gus Tostor offered a
on behalf of the gathering, thankinc 211 who had nade

the creation of the road And f;n111y with a bottle

of Lions Spring woter colorsd with Uncompahgro grape juico which
shoe hurled into the depths of the canyon, Fernice Warren fomially
chrictenod the woad: "In Sho name of the people of the State of
T proak this bobt le of wine and chris tbn this highway

Colorado,

- - _ -:

the Black Canyon’ Scenic Drive.”

Revoerend Warner!s suggostion that this newly opensd avres
iginal idea

|zli’ -
o
]
o
[¢]
¢l
!

tabhlished &8 & Natlior 12l monument was not an or

sontrose Daily Press ran an article cboub

Yo
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aprbticle was soen

|
@
o

the proposed pridge across bthe conyos.

NN SRR
,-

by We Do Daughenbsugh of poonis, who excitedly wrote the
newspaper & Lebtor, suggesting that efforts should be made "to
naulowﬂ 14onu.merfb :.n 14s narvowest snd

o)

have the canon made
deepest pavrte Then it would be placea on tne nape’ ! Dawsl:enbaugh

neop scenory it has the Royal gorgc bontenese

mnyon that a good

went on to say that
At Crizzly Gulch there ig a way iato the ce
get dowm or up in &n hour and 2 half. It is harder

clirprer can
11 have Lo be olininated bo make

going dowa end the poison ivy Wi

a popular tourlut tpeilsess 1 knew 8 uan who 1lived within 10
miles of it for four years,’and never lmnov 1t existodees VeEry

i

P T AT S T

fow doun the line kmow it is so ezsy to geb TOsees An invalid

cen get to the rinm ot Grizzly-Gulch...."
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Rogponding to Daughenbaugh's lottor, the Daily Press oditor

"iere is an idea prosented by a Daily Pross roader and

wurote:

corrospondent., Lot's got busy. Gebt Bd Tzylor and Sonator Phipps

and Wabtormen bugy and getb sortething done. Got a nitional nonument

ostablished and pore publicity and thoe government bto build a road

and thon a Lridge and so on. Here is the lctter, one of the

rost interesting, imporbant and ! tinely ve havo received in a

long tinee
rditor Werren YWilcox

o

Pursuing tho mabtbtoer further, Ne:

snb Congressran Ed Taylor a lotter md clippings on quly 17,
1929,16 telling him about the ideca of having Black Canyon

established as a national rionument, agling him how ons wenb

about accomplishing such a thing, @d if nakional monuzent status

would interfer with the consbruction of a toll bridge? Taylox

———-

Torwarded the 1 or with clipnings on to Director Albright,

wondering "just how this matter should be handled in order to

the canyon inspected and report for an Excecubive Order to

117

get
croato bthe Monwsent?'

Leting Director Domaray sugsested to Taylor that those

behind the rove sukmit a map Ughowing with reaconeble accuracy

tho erea they think should be included in ordcer that we night

cble to investigato the status of lands thercine This was

be o
ostablich additidnal

because of o Pavk Service policy not to

monunents- containing privately owned 1ande -Alsgo, Demaray noted

that thore could be no riove -to create the Vormment vatil the

WV1ce could make on official inspoction; md since it had

no funds available for such an inspection, & 5ucclal roquost

would have to bo made of Conrress.
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Unfortunatcly, during this period yilcox'ts heclth friled

and oho Boft for Colifornio; and the information Trom Hashington
bocame misplaceds Thus, in early January of 1930, Attormey John
L. Bell, on bohalf of the Lions Club, wrote Taylor asking aselin
for material on monument establishuent, pointing out that "o
have nothing in Néntroso County of outstanding scenic valuo |

okther than tho project which the ILions Club hos underivaken, and

herctofore have had to advertise Curay ond Grand ¥Fesa in order

to et tourists to lontroses Por that reacon, wo &ye parbicularly

anxious to dovelop the projoct. We do not boliove that ang
Jd

section of the country can duplicate the ccenic grandeur vhich

we have here in our Black Canon, and fedl that if btho Governmernt

can e persuaded to make a national monument at this place, that

it will undoubtedly become one of the greatest scenic abtractions

in Colorado.“19

Taylor cutifully passed Bell's letter on to Director

Albright, observing arong other thincs that "...1t seems this

canyon is public domain, the people of lontrose do not want vo

to that expense of consbruction of roads and

&0
improving the canyon, only when cormpleted to have private

individuals go in thero and file on the land, and possibly

~ commercialize the results of the city and county's work and

exponditures of monoy donated snd appropricted for its improvement
for

90 that rcason, they are anxious to have the scetion seb agide-

as a national momurient, or in some way to insure the canyon

ik =2 T — o
. - - - I _ T R R T R REBREREREEEEEEEEEEENESSS

being et csido for public use as 2 scenic and recrcational

<2 : i
ground."“o -

In oarly February, Abtorney Bell roguested thav théf?&rk

: -
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sevvice give forunl congidoration to having Blaock Canyon sob

asido as o national ponument, though no cpecilic acroeage was

oricinally pocormiended. Acting Divrector Coarmeror wroto the

Genoral Land 0fTice on Fobruary 21 to ascoertaoin the status of

1zndg in the ared mesth a view o croation ol a nationsl

umient . ~d on Mewrch 6, Albricht roporited back to Bell

r.on
hat "of the total arza of epproxiraboly 72,000 acros all bub

ct

approxinaboly 22,000 acres are in privato o:mership, or otherwise

apnron-;mod or rogerved for specific purposes. Turtherrioro,

3t ig found that tho lands in question ere former Ute Indion

1ands which have bccn open to entry undor cerbain acts of

gengrest, x:ith pror digion for pa .ont to the Indians of the

smocecds o Ltho lends w‘non dizposod abt a prico of nob less
proc D _

nee .
1 vded by stating thab

than $1° 25 PCN BCTCese . Albrigind conecl

+he Service uwould not be favora blo Lo the oasbablishment of a

miional monument in vhe ared, because of the large extent of

~iated lend, the purchase of which Congress 'hes

)
.
g
3
R
!—'-

- pofrained from moling appropriations for...,"

In May of 1931, the onbrose Lions Club pain tried to

% the Fark Service in Bla ck C&nvon. This time Lions -

Club Presidemt L. C. ¥inik 11‘ proposed & & aaller parcol for

t of x\;rhich was public lc.nu. Cc-z:m:erer replied

that a Park Ser vice wan wight be in the region the coaing fall

or winter, "and if s0 ho may f£ind time to go over this area

)
with you."“B tiouever, ! Carmierer conbinicd, uy yonder if you

= m e e, —---y -

hzvo - considored the possibility of ocbablishing a State or

runicipal park of the area that jou sug;gest?....“ then the

1ions Club still pressed for monurent considoratidn, Cammeroer '..’3‘

-

- - . 4 mem fand +la Dawle Sarard en trould gend a n'ﬂ’l
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to look over tho canyon.du Tvonbually, this visit would

natericlicze,.

Tho monunont idea gained regional inpetus in Jonuary, 1932,
whon the CGrond Junctlon Idons voted Go asc i st tho liontroce groupe
During the sane mouth nevional interost was contered on the Black

Cenryon by an arbicle on the proposed morumient and bridge which

i Wi

appeared in tho nationa Iions magazine, loanwnile, a "ouest™

reglster had been sob up at the end of the now avbordbile rotd.

YA

puring 1930, 1l,;O peoplo from 23 states snd two foreign countrioes

J-
vO

ventured the canyOQ, in 1931, the numbor incroszed bto 1757

{ront 33 states, »eo foreign cocun ies, and the District of
Coluubia.esﬂ“ Ociober 20 of 1932, wmore than 800 visitors from
thirtd~one stases had signed the loose-lsaf ropistel’s

/ﬁmong she Tall visibtors was at long last a represental ive

of the lational quk Service, Roper M. Toll, who sbtopped in at

rhe D2ily Pross office on Cclobor 1 and aslred if Warroen ilcox

e de v

would tale him up to the canyon. Toll was very ir;pressed by
the scencry Lo encountered and i thile in the llontrose cred
deceribod 4o tho local pecople thoe steps they should tale in having
the canjon rade 4 nasional monument.

‘on Hoverbor 1, 1932, Toll ubmitted a favorsble report to
the Nabtionol Fark Service, recommeﬁding the creation of the

€ e

national mcnuﬁcatéﬁ and suggosting that the proposed nonunent
include & szll area on either side of the camnyon, 23 well as
the canyon itself, from tho Cunnison Tumnol river portzl vo Red
Rock Canyon. This lend had already boen withdrawm {roa public

use, in large moezsure, by the Reclaration Scrvico waich, ab the

morent having no furihsr use for it, night be favorable to
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sransforring it to tho lational Park Servico., In his official

rcport Toll cormentod &l

* Tho Bluck Canyon of the Gumnison is one of the most
spectaculzr gorges of the United Statose The land is
available, Public scntinent sooms to favor the
cobablishnent of a national reservation, The arca is
accecssible by road. Scenically it secens to qualify for
o nobional monuuent and is free from some of the
coriplicabions that are found in a number of other propos ed

arease

Unfortunately, early in the £fall the Montrose Lions Club
had disbanded; as a consequence of the depressioha Wiléox, |
undaunted by this loss of organized support, told Rcvorénd
“arnor of Tollts visit and challenged Warner to '"push' the drive

for croation of tile monument as hea had pushed the road bullding

project.
This challenge Warner gladly accepted. ¥e wont directly
to.Loslie Pinkataff, president of the Hontrose Chamber of
Corricrce; btold him of Toll'!s favorable impression; énd suggested
thot Yohe time was ripe for pushing the nabional momument project.“

Pinlzstaff hcartily'agrocd and named Warner a one-man cormittee
to proceod with tho project,.sinca Warner was the only neiber
of the old Liohs Club cormittee still in the community. ’
arner, nﬁw reprosenting the Jontroge Charber of Corzierco,
corrosponded with Toll about the proposed monuent, and Toll, in
retburn, outlined the proper steps which should be talzen in
presenting the project to the Park Sorviéc;' Warner decided to
preparo “ﬁackots of propagmnda mgteriél" on the Black Canyon to
be sent to influential and conbernod persons, including ToLLFB
liorace Albright, Dircctor of the National Park Sérvice, Coloradois

Unitod Stabes Senntors Edward P. Costigan and Karl C. Schuyler,

and wesbtorn Coloradols United Statos Repyosontative BEduard T.
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Paylor of Gleawood Springse.

. Tho counbty surveyor, J. E. lcDaniel, holped Warnor oubtline
tho boundaries of tho proposed monument and nake up a number of
bluoprint maps for the paclkets, based upon old Burcau of Reclamation

b AT |

riaps. Dexter Hallier of o Walkor Art Studio -in Hontrose provided .

LY 2

several sots of representativeo hand-colored photqs rapls of the

e S T S £ T
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tner wrote & descriptive brochure covering all

e

canyon, end Wa
agpocbs of the history, nabural history, and scenic features of

the Dleck Canyon.eaﬁe painted a rosy plcbure of potential

dQVOlopmcnts:29
A geenic road along south rim, with in souo instances

a short branch road leading out tvo a narrov point would be
deairable and in obher instances short foob, or horse back
spails along tho edge of the rim would be the most
wractical way of reaching certain interesting points,
Suitable foot trail extending down into the canyon in

the centval areoa would be possible and quite degirable.
Observitories built on Signal Hill ncer the castern area
of the »roposed Honunent, and on one of the high hills
S:hin the wesbern arca would be very dosirable since

~om these vanbage points it is possible to obtain a
magnificent view.,. Tho apring..could be developods.e. A

s1-cle aubtomobile route ig possible by reaching the
canyon rin over the present Bcenie Drive, thence around
Signal Hill and roturn to the main U. S. Higlway lo. 50
by way of the 0ld Covernment Punnel road.  eesePresent
aubto road which terminates at comyon rim should be
continued for a distance of two niles doin tho canyon
renching to the high vidge of hills in the westorn area
of the proposed Hational Honumenbe o plans have been
rpade as yob for the development of the norith rim...though
developmendt is conterplabed as a futuro project. A lurge
and atisractive ornamontal gateway built of rocks fronm

the Black Canyon rim and with an appropriate description
of the canyon will bLe bullt on the main U.S. Highway ab
the point where the Scenic Drive loading to the canyon rim

bG[_;inS sese

\-b vl

A T R VT AL S b S A S e

Finally, into each packet went an appropriate letter of trans-
rittal; and the packebs wers put inbo the mail by Christmas of
1932, Algo, on tehalf of the Hontrose Chambor of Comerco the

.
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Colorado conrrossren weroe asked to tollo up the monuriont crefvion

with the Hational Park Sorvice.3o _ LI

Leanwhile, things had moved faster in W.shington than VWaraer
S

- -

o
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had anbicipated. On liovember 30, 1932, after roviewing the status -

of thoe Black Canyon arca, Conrad wirth issued the following -
: 1 | S

recommondatlon:3 =

Tt is rocormended that this aroa be tonbatively

approved as a national ricnument project and that the

Roelonation Service be apwroachiod to agcertain their =
atsitude on the possibility of this aroca boing usod AU
as 2 power projocts e

AL tho samo bvime Carmerer oxpressed a Vvory differont

opinion to Director Albright:32‘

I can sec no reason for establisking a nobtional
-onument in this area. It is EG ) scenically
so constitubed and located that nothins con hurt it
oven if in private hands, and has no thistorical or
scientific® values sufficient bo meris such stabuse
T am afraid that if we start a nrceedent for the
sotablishment of such a yionument merely for scenic
reasons, we will bs up acainst tromendous prossurd
in the future {rom other sources for similer
rocognition. I an against ib. '

AT P I e e

&Lbright, however, on Decerber 5, approved the recormendation

Tolltg report, -

by the ¥,P.S, Dranch of Planning, acbing on Rogor

o Black Conyon "be tentatively approved as
wonument project and that the Reclanation Service be approathed

X 18 R S e 2

£

to nscorbain their attitude on the possibility of this ore being .
used as o pouwer prcjoct.“BB Canmerer contacbed them on Decembor -

7 3L end the Bureau of Reclarakbion renlied that it wyould have no

objcction to the ostablishriont of the monuront if this action

"eould not close for 2ll time any further power ad roclamation

135

dovclopment.
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The Park Service had received written or telephoned requests

= ~

for action from many sources in addition to the lontrose Chanrber
2. : .

of Conmerce,r? including the Hontrose Mayor and City Council, .

c, E. Adams, editor of the llentrose Daily Press, Uncompahgre

(|

Valley Water Users' Association, the ontrose Rotary Club, State
Senator Lee Knous and Senator Schuyler, Senator Costigan and

37
Representative Taylor'.Ig On January 20 the Western State College

Outing Club at Gunnison endorsed the undertaking, And the lontrose

' County Commissioners, after endorsing the monument, desipgnated

the road to the south rim as a public highway.

Cne state organization especially active in the rmonurent
moverént was The Colorado Association of Denver which seconded
the recormmendation of the Hontrose Chamber of Commerce on February 2,

1933: "It [Black Canyon] is a sight well worth traveling far to

see, and if given the dipnity and prominence of being nared a

3¢
national monument many people more than now will visit it nIF

Acting on behalf of the many individuals and organizaticas

supporting the creation of thé ronument, Director Albright

approved on January 13, a recomnendation by Conrad Wirth that "a

proposed proclamation be submitted recommending the establishment

of the Black Canyon Hational Monument," accompanying the

recomnendation with a map showing the Black Canyon land status,
reclanation withdrawlas, power site location, suggested boundary

line, and the boundary line recormended by the Hontrose Chamber of
' 39 o
% '

9

Conmerce throupgh iark Warner,
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At this time the éroposed boundary line was subritted to tha
United States Land Office sco that a prgger description for. inclusion
in the proclamation could be obtained.,¥® 0©n checking the land
status, the Land 0ffice discovered that the proposed mondnent lay
within the area subject to the Ute Indian Treaty of June 15, .
This might mean that any new disposition of the land under the \
‘Publiec Land Lawé would entitle the Indians to airenumeration of
$1.25 an acre, a provision of the Treaty. And if it did become
necessary to reimburse the Indians for the land, Albright felt,
then the establishment of the monument would requife congressional
actiocn and anqapprojriation,rrather thanlsfust a presidential
pfoclamation(tﬁ ' - o

There had beeﬂ an instance in which a forést preserve had

een created on Indian land, and subseqﬁcntly fhe Indians had to

be reimbursed under treaty provisions, However, Taylor rationalized

that forest reserves were a source of qommercial return te the

PAARE RIS s e om0 B
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gevernment, whereas a monumsnt invelved "no return to the
Cevernment, and it is set aside.for the bcﬁeféi of the citizens
of the United States, including the Indians,"¥% Thus, in Taylor‘s
interpretation "the Indians would have no claim apainst the l
Governnent for this area," under the circumstances,

With respect to the possible impasse, Conrad Wirth of the
liational Park Service commented "personally, it looks to me as if -
the legal interpretation of the Treaty as it affects the.establishment

, Y
of the proposed national monument should be decided by the Solicitor,!

-

e . . e . P s s e e 4o 5 ey



%

SR T g S s YA e S T IR N L NS R r B e R e e g T e et o A—— . -
'\
b |
N ~¥

‘it had to have the approval of the Secretary of the Interior Ray

JJMV b iSlIlC&Lt L 17

while Foskey, also of the Park Service, noted pessimistically:
L | seé no way out. I believe the forest decision cqua%ly
applicable to the inclusions of these lands in a monument. "33
Taylor renained firm in his opinion that the proclamation should
Le preparedt ", ., , It is not our business nor the Secretary's
business to anticipate the court's decision, If the area were
established and it was contested by the Indians, it would be up
to the Court of Appeals to rendér a decision. If the décision
went against tﬁe Government, it would then be up tog[Tayloﬁ's]
conmittee to éet up a policy to pay for the land.,"<¥

Wirth and loskey took the Indian treaty matter up with Albright
on February 6, and he felt the only thing to do was prbcced with
the proclamation, transmitting it throurh the Indian Service as
well as the United States Laﬁd Office, Brooks of the Park Service
jas detailed to prepare the proclamation, together with a lettér
or transmittal to ?rcsident Hcover, while Conrad Virth wrote a
lottev to the Indlan Service explaining "our cont:acts" and the
effect this move night have with respect to the Ute Indlan Truaty."?
Uirth also made a special study of the Indlan lands problem and
on February 10 provided Albrig ht with a three and one—nzﬁf page

report which pointed out all the inherent difficulties,?3

Before the proclanatlcn could be prescnted to the President,

Lyman %ilbur,., lence, on Februvary 17, Albright discussed the
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ratter with the Secretary, expreésing his own opinion and
inforrming hinm that Representative Taylor recommended.the
nonurment's establishient by proclamation "regardless of the
p0551 ibility of imposing an ébligation on the Governnent by so .
e

dOlnr.?fq Albright noted that whother or not the rovornmpnt
would be oblijated for $L25 an acre was really a matter for
Cenrress and the Federal courts to decide,

The Sccretary, after careful review and stfcngly influenced by
the Indian lands situ&tion, finally conclucded, howovcr, that he
"d;d not seec how he could reccrmend it to the Fresident for

$q
establishnrent Ly proclamatlon."?g Reluctantly, Arno Cammerer

<
.0.. LS

(11.P.8.,) on Tebruary 20, wrcte Tavlor that "it is apparent that

the Secretary wishes to adhere to this decision, and there is
5¢

nothing we can do to further this proposed ronument at this time."25

Repraesentative Taylcr; fortunately, renained undaunted. Yhen
Wirth visited hin the fellowinpg day, Taylor sucgested that the

Park Service go ahead and set aside the proposed monurment area,

Gespite the Secretary's disapproval, while he would introduce
lerislation into Congress, authorizing the monument's establishment

and payment of 51.25 per acre to the Indians for the 17,01%-acre’
5y

tract, kecping the bill before Conpress until it was passed.??

¥t

3
u

ylor &also discussed the metter with Comnmissicner Rheads and

3 A R 3 ks ORI TR < W=y AT ERE TR IR e e yeecncy T al T e = -
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Assistant Commissicner Scattergood of the Indian Service, and they

arreed not to: oppose the proclaration,

«

\

3
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Then suddenly tho'SecretaPy of the Imterior changed his mind
and offercd to transisit the proposal for the establishment of
slack Canyon lational ilonument, and one extending the boundaries
of Colorado Hational Honggent, to the President as scon as the
oroposals were drawn up.ég This new development caught Taylor
by surprise, lie had at long last dccided_to‘giVe up the imrediate
firht, planning instead to reintroduce the matter into the next
session of Congress and before a new Secretary of the Interior.

‘The Park Ser§ice imnediately completed the two proclamations
and took them to the Indian Service for approvai. That agency,
however, did not feél its endorsement necessary, inasinuch as the
lands concerned were actu&lly undev - the jurisdiction of Congress.
The Land Office reacted in the same mannar, declihipg to initial
the proclamations but not oppcsing them, This latter agency
stated to the llational Park Service that "the President had. the
right to sign such a preclamaticn although by so doing he would

. : s3
obligate the Government to the payment of $1.25 per acre,"?3

The Black Canyon ilational lionument proclamation and letter

of transmittal were then deliverced by Mr. Burlew to Sccretary of

the Interior Wilbur, who signed the letter on February 28, and
5q _ :

. ’ . h
sent the two docurents on to the PrGSLdent.¢a

ﬁ% _ /bn March 2, President Iloover endorsed the following proclaration .

setting aside the most spectacular portion of the Black Canyon

as a new Colorado national monument,/;the last executive order

. - e B DA PSS e
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ho will iscsue nf;ocvinﬂ that state.
! (&}

Whereas it appears that the public intercsts would
be p“O”OuOQ by including the lands hereinafier
deseribed wilthin a notional monument for tie oroservatwon
of the spectacular gO””eS and adc¢itional feﬂburcs of

"l-

scenic, scientific and educational inbterost

How, therefore, I, Horbert Ioover, rProsidont of
the United States of America, by virtue of power in
ric vosted by Secc. 2 of the act of Congress enbitled
"in Act Tor the preservation of Ayorwcan antigquitics®
approved June 8, 1906 {34 Stat. 2257 , do ofoc1a1m
snd establish the Black Canyon of the Gurnkson Habtional
l'onunient and that subjoct to all valid cxisting rights,
the follouing described lands in Coloraco, and sano
are hercby included witinin the said nabtional monunment:

(follows here a detailed description of the
included lands, totaling 17,0636 acros)

\
l _ ' ’-J”rning ig heroeby expressly given to all unuuthorized
5 persons not to appropriate, injure, destroy, or ranove
: ‘ any feature of this monument and not %o loc:ute or seivtle
upon any of the land thereof.

The Director of the Naticnel Park Scrvice, under the
direction of the Secrstary of the Interior, siall have
the "u?C“VlS“OU, nanggCﬂent, end control of this
nonument as provided in the act of Congress eantitled

i

o

s Act to ect blis a llational Park Service, and for
other purpogses', approved rugust 25, 1916 (39 stat.
535], and acts edditional thereds or amendatory
shereofs :

In witness wnereof, I have hercunto set ny i:and
and caused the szal of {he United States to be arffixed.

Done a2t the City of Wasghingbon this 2nd day of
ﬁafch, in the year of our Lord nineteen hmndred and
thirty-threceo, asnd of the Independencse of the United
States of Arnerica the one hundred and fifty-seventh,

A TR TR

Eoover!s signature pen was sent to Representative Taylor
) : ' '
. who, in turn, proscnted it to the lontrose Cuambor of Comricrce

through lark Uarner.Eé
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As soon as Taylor heard the food news, he hastened to telegraph
\ 57

Charles Adams in Hontrose ;33

After three days' conferences with sacretary of the
interior, direcctor of national park service, conmissioner
of Indian affairs, and ccemmissicner of general land office,
President lcover today signed the proclamatlon creating
Bleck Canyocn Kational Honument and also an executive
order nakln« the additien I requested to the Colorado
laticnal lichurent, Kindly advise Rev, Warner,

After rcadiny the telegran, Adar% imrediately phoned Yarner,
58

askine him to come to the Daily Press office.3% VUarner, of course,

’

was delighted by the news, The two men stepped out of the office

into the street, where they shared the good fortune with a growing

nessnen who were congregating to see what all the

crowd of busi

excitement was about, Durinq the exchange, Reverend Harner pointed,

\

wut a domz=chaped hill in the distance, rising ebove the canyon 's
south rim, and noted that it was his favorite vantage point in
the newly created monument. When Warner “had finished lauding the

nmerits of that particdlar bump on the canyon rim, Hr., Adams with a

-\' -

big grin clapoed his hands together and said, "By jolly, we'll call
that hill Warner Point.'" : ' .

Within a month the llontrose Chamber of Coruserce, indebted to
Varner for his active role in promoting the establwshnﬂnt of the
menument, recommended to Director Albright that if a cui$od1an were
to be appointed for the new nonument it be_Nark warnengs The

Park Service replied that at the nonument ne custodial services,

either part-time or full-time, were anticipated,
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tizrnor and his colloazuos, hoyovor, Woro not bo bs ferpotten

by tho local citizens. On Friday evoning, Janusry 26, 193, the

60

jlonbrose Charber of Corrorco held its armwal nmoeoting and bonguots

Touwards the ond of the ovening's progranm, Prosident iHuusor casually
colled upon Attorney Paul Littlor to say a few words aboub the
croation of Black Canyon Tational lionumens as Yone of tho big

things of the corzuniby tho past years" ILittler slztetchod the

history of the oshablishment, including bthe diligent endcavors

of Lybtle, Wilcox, end warner. Then he asked these three mon,

ruch to their sufprise, to come forward, end prosented cach with

"one of those Walker Ard studiots beaubtifully enlarged photographs

of the Black Canyon, hand colored and beautifully Tromely 22 X
27 inches." On tho back was a 1ist of the 72 business firms

and individuals who had cooperated in financing the. purchase of

the pictures.

yarner, "being tho more nccuctomed to speech-making before

the large oudiences conveyed to the meeting the sincere thunk

ond appreciation of the three, ssying that iv had been a
pleasure to have porforried any serdice on beohelf of the monument

6l he other two endoavored to starmer tholir

thet had becen done,
ub2

appreciation but were woll nigh® specchless from the surprise.

S0 it was that a little over threo decades ago Coloradofs

Black Canyon of the;Gunnison Tational Monument caxe into boinge

Since then the nmany physical inprovenenss, ospecially the new
paved South Rim road, and tho spreading famo of the lonument have

encouraged increasing nurbers of tourists and loc2l sightsecrs

to vigit this recreabional arca, In accorance with lintional Park

vl

corvice policy, no bridgo has ever boen built to span tho gorpe;

g
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o Las QI superhichway or maintainoed trail ponobrated to its
It & < s

dcpthse As 2 consoquence, Black Gangyon remains today as one of

the great wilderness chasus of the world.
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in original droaft of this chapter by Richard G. Boidlomoan was

publishied in Colorado lesazine 140(3): 161-178, 1963, undor
ihe title "Dlock Comyon of the Gunnison Habtional Ionurment. "
This ropresents a greatly rcvised version of tho original
article.

Wright, H. C, 1882-83., A winter in the Blaclk Canyon of
the GCurmison. Blaclk Canyon File Pt. 3, Hational ircliivos.

About 1095 pioncers Sam ilartman and C. P. Fostor explored
the canyon rim and were impressed by the Harwous. Hariman
observed that "in thie region the wallg wore betwoeon two
and throe thousand fect high. Io folt this was a feasible

place for a bridge as the canon is narrovest herc." =
ontrose Daily Press, July 12, 1929,

thourh the Rinm &spTroscE=RKAR=Ceisdd hod boen proposed for
the Harrows, with the Horth Rim approach road coming down

Grizzly Gulch, lrs. lay I. Yood, postmi¥sucossoy ab Crawuford,

urobe the Daily Press in July of 1929 urging that consideration

e |

be miven bo brinsing the road in through the "Poison Springs
o -t f ] 3 L

cattle country,” where lirs. Wood owned a paach. Snhe notod
that the naie "Poigon Springs' was a riignonor. Originslly
the water was thouszht to have been killing attle, but it

was lober discovered bthat the cattle were oating lerkspur. -

—C

vontrose Doily Press, July 12, 1929.

Lytle cormented that "there was a canyon up there that was
woprth socing and a road should be built so peoplo could
geb to it." - lontrosc Daily Press, ca January 25, 193k,
Lat. Lpch, File <051 (RG 79), Blacl Canyons

A groat deal of the following information en relative to the
establishment of the Honuwaent was made aveilable to me by
Roverend Hark Varner in a lebber of Decamber 3l, 1962, or
came from @ lengthy orticle, "Black Canyon Drive is '

Dedicated, " in the September 2, 1930, isgue of the Iontrose

Daily Press. £lso, there was considerable portinent
Gocwrentary material at Hational Archives.

lontrose Deily Press, July 12, 1929.

1ontrosec Daily Press, ca July Lgy 1929.

Ibi 4.
—_—
QBO Cito, July 12, 19290 )

bailt the bridgo over the Royal Gorgo, wrote Albright,
took influential authors to the proposed bridge site, and
genorally boocitoed the proposed ronumend in and out of
season, " '

Wileox, arong othor activities, conﬁ@hcted tho man vho had

-
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Doll to Taylor, January 9, 1930, Blacli Canyon file,
nal Archivos.

OQ

Lytlo also permitted Lions Spring to Le upged by visitors
and evenbuully deoeded to the Govormiont come of the land ;
he ovmed within the ilonwnent area. Rathoxr obviously, Lions”
Spring was naned in honor of theo lontrogse Lions Club and
not, s nany pregont-day visitors oniticipate, after
nicuntain lions which nmight frequent the spring.

tlarner, lork. Descriptive data on Black- Canyon. Black Canyon
file, licbional Archives. :

The information in this paragreph was rolated to fie by Ben
Torrill on lay 28y 1965

This celebration was doscribed in detall in "Black Canyon
Drive Is Dedicated, " ilonirose Daily Press, Septeaver 2,
1930, The following account is bagsed in large measure

pon that article

The followins opisode is based upon infermation in the
I'ontrose Doily Press, July-l, 1929. : -

Py

Lettor, Wilcox to Taylor, Jyly 17, 1929. Black Ca njon

file, liational Arcuives. ' |
Letter, Taylor to Albright, July 20, 1929. Black Canyon

Tile, national fLrchives.

Letter, Demaray to Taylor, July 22, 1929. Black Canyon
by Hational Arcnives.

Lettor, Bell to Taylor, January 9, 1930, Black Canyon
file, Hational Archivese _

Letter, Taylor to Albright, Jenuary 15, 1930. Black Canyon
file, Hational Archives,

Letter, C. C. loore, Comuissioner, General Land Office, to
Albright, larch 3, 1930. Blacl: Canyon file, Hational
Archives.,

Letter, Albricght to Bell, March 6, 1930. Black Canyon file,
.“tlonal Archives. : .

Letter, Carmerer to Kinikin, Iay 28, 1931. Black Conyon filse,
ITational Archivese. , _ §

Lettor, Cazlcrer to Kinikin, JUne 10, 1931, Black'Canyon
£ile, iational Archivese

Yarnor, liark. Descriptive data on Elaclz Canyon. Black Canyon
£ile, liational Archives.

Toll recormended na ational nonument, but not national peork,
Su&ulls. -

s s ey R
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Rocer . Toll, Report to Horaco M. albright, dirccbor, H.P.S..
iiovember 1, 1932, HNate./lrch.lPile 2052 (R’ 79), Bluck Canyon.

Yiarner had already writton Toll a long letter on December 1,
*roing into detall about the canyon and proposed improvanents
lilze those doescribed vo Albright.. Sent along souie Kodak
shots, es woll, - Black Canyon file, Hational Avchives., Seo
Footnoto #29 for a delincation of tho suggestod improvementse

Albright was capeclally appreciative for Warner!s contribution:
"I uigh to thanl you in narticular Tor the moruscript wvhich
you compiled, giving us in considerable detail, descrintive
éata on this aroca.” - Letter, albright to YWervner, Junwary
7, 1933. Hate irch. File 2051 (RG 79), Blacl: Canyon.

Jernor, Jark. Desckiptive data on Black Canyon. Black

Canyon file, Iiabional Archives.
Senator Schuyler had received a pectition from ti
Charber of Cormerce. Ile comiented to Albrigh
from the literaturc submiticed to me that thi establisiment
of the monunient c¢on be accomplished at a very low cost and .
that it uil: add matericlly to the Iliational Park System.
Doubtless you have received photographs andé decscriptive
matter of this proposed site and I would apprecicte hearing
from you and an exprescsion of your views as to wiaether or
not this is feasible at this time." - ILottor, Schuyler to
Albright, Junueary 10, 1933, Nabt. irch. File 2051 (RG 79),
Elack Caznyon. State Senator iLee Knous of :lontrose wrote
Aloright: "...Under these circumstances I am confident
that the designation of this area ag a Fational monunent
will neet the approval of all who are inbterested in the
preserv:tion of cur natural scenery.,..'"' - Black Cenyon
Tile, Habional frchives,

e jontroge

i
t: "It appoars
£
-

Recormendation by Conrad Wirth, Hovembor' 30, 1932. Black
Conyon file, llational Archives.

Hemorandun, Cammerer to Albright, December 1, 1932. Black
Cenyon file, Hational frchives. Moskey agreed with Gammerer,

‘Tetbier, Mirth bto Albright, Januory 6, 1933. Hab. Arch, File

2051 (®G 79), Black Canyon. <%his was the samuc staterond
vidich Wirth had prepared for Albright on lovember 30.

Lettor, Carmercr to Comsissioner, PBureau of Reclamabilon,
Deceriber T, 1932. Black Canyon file, lational Archives.
" e eerc would approciate hearing from you as to the gstatus
of thic canyon from the reclamation standpoint. Any
information as to your fubture plans or proposed dispogition
o the area under withdrawzl, will beo greatly apprecioteds™

Lotter, Wirth to Albright, January 6, 1933. I1at. Arch, File
2051 (NG 79), Black Cuanyon,

e T I
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", ,.~0 have recoived a pgood array of petitions and lettors
frow official and wnofficial orgpmizations in Colorado,
ell urzing tho establishment of this mommionte." - Lotter,
Albright to C.i. Adamis, HEditor, ijontvrosc Daily Press,

onuary T, 1933. lat. Arch. File <051 (LG 79), black
canyon. . .

Letter, Wirth to Albright, January 6, 1933. DBlack Canyon
File, Ilational Archivesg. .

Letter, Dudloey R. Gripgs, Secrciary, Colorado Associabion,
to Albright, Februory 2, 1933. lHat. Arch. File 2051
(RG 79), Black Canyon. »

Lettor, irth to Albright, Jenuary 6, 1933; approved by
Albright, Jonuary 13. liat. Reeh. File 2051 (R 79),
Bleck Canyon. :

Letter, Wirth to Albright, February 10, 1933. Lab. Arche
File 2051 (RG 79), Black Canyon. :

Let?er,_ﬁlbright to thuyler, January 26, 1933. Iat. frche
File 2051 (RG T79), ¥luclk Canyon. _

Letber, Uirth to Albright, Fobruary 2, 1933. Nat. Arch. ‘
FPile 2051 (G T79), Dlack Canyon. : o

Lotter, Wirth to Albright, February 10, 1933. Habt. irche
File 2051 (RG 79), Black Canyon. )

Ibid,

Lotter, Wirth to Albright, February 2, 1933. Nat. Arch., File
2051 (RG 79), Black Canyon.

Tetter, ¥irth Lo Brools, February 6, 1933. liat. Brch. File
2051 (RG T79), Black Canyon.

Alpricht momorandwa: "History of the Establishment of the
Black Cenyon of the Gunnison Wational onument, " lMarch 1,
1933, This represents a good surmary of the history.
Kat, 4rch. File 2051 (RG 79), Black Caonyon.

Ibid. ‘ |

Letter, Carmoror to Taylor, Pebruary 20, 1933. Nat. Arch.
File 2051 (RG T79), Black Canyone

Albright remorandur, ope cit. Ip Ibid.
. i
Abright menorandum, op. cit.
Ibid. . ) ) \

Thide
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gh = Ibide; also, Lotter, Lawronce Riehoy to Wiltur, Harch 2,
' T933. Hate Aveh. File 2051 (RG 79), Black Canyon.

55 ~ Denver Post, larch 3, 1933,

56 - The letter of tranamittal, signed by Lowrenco Ricliey, Secretary
to tne Prosidont, and dated Harch 2, read as followsy "I
have the pleasure in sending you hercuith tho pen used by
tho Trosident btoday in signing tho proclamation establishing
the Dlack Canyon of the Cunnison Nationel Honwaent in
colorado." Taylor kept the original lebtter of tramsnittal
and sent Warner a copye - Letter, Warmer to Beldleman,
Dsecerber 31, 1962, :

Reverond Warncr called to my attention an interestving
sidelisht on Taylor, who worked so tirclessly for the
esboblislment of the Fonument. As a hobby Taylor colleeted
gavels, especially ones iade of native naterials from
projects he had supported in the West. Uhon he called this
hobby to Warner'!'s attention, YWorner toolk the matter up
with Leslie Savage, & banker of Crawford who, rcpresenting
the cormunitieg of the North Fork Velley, had worled with
Uarner in nromobting the Black Conyon; and they decided to

sresent Tavlor with a gavel made from materials collected
7ithin the Monumont. ‘

On Decerber 30, 1938, Savage scnt out three men, Ves
riczcon, Clarence Drexal, and Jobn Lynch, with a tean

nd sled to seareh the lNorth Rim for a wood sample

suitable for the head. They spent all day in the search,

finally returning lato evening with two specivens of

juniocer and one of pinon. Heanwblle, on January S,

Reverend Warner and D. B. Walkor went up to the South

Rim, covering the last few miles by ski, to collect

saviples of nounbain mahogeny, serviceberry, and Gorbolts

oak and sorie pieces of granite. Wes Brickson of Pronla

actually nade the gavel, using a juniper head, a handle

of wountain wmahogany, and sorie polished stones cnd »

chunks of pink and grey granito ovnanenting the head and

end of the handle. 7The George J. DoVimmy Jewokry sbore

of liontrose added inscribed silver bands, not made of

Black C:nyon material bubt nevertheless rcprosentative

of Colorado. . ‘ :

When Tinally completed, this ornato goavel was sent

to Ssnator Ed Johnson who presented it to Taylor on vehalf

of the rontrose Chamber of Cormerce and the Consolidabed

Chaither of Comaerce of the llorth Fork Valloy at a moeeting

of the Colorado State Society of Washington on larch 17,

1939, at the Yarduan Paric Hotel.

-t e

3t

57 = This telegram was cited in the Hontrose Deily Pross of
March 2, 1933 _

58 - Lethor, Harner to Deidleman, Decemboer 31, 1962. Tho following
account was rolated by Yarner. By the way, Worner haod boeen
vory enxioug that the private land including Licng Spring

.
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bo included within tho new momwicnt; and hoe offored an
intorosting ingight into the stavtus of this springs lond:
n, ., he thing that has actually occurrod rolative tTo this
eoring ond land BT edjocont has caused us to push
this nabttor at tho present tiwcs Somo yedrs 4aro tnis land
on which tho spring wos locatod was a part of the
Reclamation iithdrowal but ab the roquest of a homesteader
uho evidently wanted the spring this portion was rolexsed
and mado availoble for entry perhaps without the lmouledge
of tho spring on the parit of the Waber Usors Board which
polonsod it. This perticular entryren did not acquire
sitle to tlhie lend and it secems to have lain voacent for
gorio bime. Dut aftur wo began our activitles along the.
canyon rim in the spring of 1929 wo find that Homestoad

.

Ohl7 60 was filed on in June of that year and Homestoead
02397 was filed on in Lovember of the same year. Ye
learncd s Tew doys ago that patent had just been issued

on Homestead 0L2397 containing the spring, We also

loarnoed bhat bofore patenbt was issued this hormestead

had boon transferred by warrenty deed to a man who owns
fomestead 016366, end algdiand in Scctions 11 and 12
thyrough whichk our Scenic Drive passcSe In tallzing this
riabbor over with Congreogsman Edward Te Taylor a fow woeks
ago he was of the opinion that fhig spring could not e
lepitinaboly filed on being tho only available water supply
and our atbormey states the same thing and states Lurthen
that tho land could be contested afber a patent has been
snsacd under covbain conditionsesss’ = Lobtltor, Warner to
Albright, Decenber 21, 1932. Tiack Canyon file, Lational
Archivese

TIGTCe),
to Albright, Avril 5, 1933. Iab. Arch. Pile 2051 (RG 79),
Blaclz Canyone

ng and banques wWoes published
in the Hontrose Daily Pross about January 25, 193L. A copy
of the arbicle im in Nabional Archives File 2051 (RG 79)5
Dlaclk Cenyoile : :

Thide

Incicentslly, after the Honument had been croated, Warner,
together with J. E. lcDoniel and Ruscoll E. Hauser, were
designated by the iontrose Chuber of Conziorco as the
"Black Canyon Cormititee of the Chamber of Cormierceo} ' and
ihig commibtee '"worlnd topgether directing mnd promobing
cvery intorest pert. ining to the later devolopriont of
tho liomumont up to 12910, when Wernmor loft for military
sorvicee After tho uar he rosumed his position on this
cormittos until moving to Denver aboub 1957
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summer, running levels and establishing triangulation points
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CHAPTER VI

THRU THE BLACK CANYOHN

. by Mark T. Warner

£d. HKote: This account of the 193% U. S. Geological Survey

trip through Black Canyon of the Gunnison, written
by Reverend Mark T. Warner, who accompanied the
group, was published in the Mentrose Daily Press
on October 1, 1934, Since it 1s the only detailed
account of a river trip through Black Canyon since
the Monument was created, it seems worthy of

historical inclusion in this administrative history.

The occasion for making the trip thru the Black Canyon

" which will be described in this article, was for the purpose of -

an official survey of that portion of the canyon lying within the
bouﬁds of the newly createa Black Canyon of the Cunnison Hatioﬁal
Honument, esfablished by proclamation of former President Hefbert
Hoover on March 2, 1933, MNr. Robert C. Davis, topogfapher of the
U. S. Geological survey had been sent to Montrose for the purpose'
of making a detailed survey and topographic map of the national
monument area for the Hational Park service. Other crews of the

Geological survey had been at work in the monument earlier in the

preliminary to the actualvmapping of the monument by Mr. Davis, |
The Black Canyon of the Gunnison has always held a strange
fascinéfioﬁ for those whd_had the privilege 6f peering into its
awful depths and with the(eye following the course of the roaring
Gunnison river as it tumbies and foams and dasﬁes its way over
and among great boulders to be found all along the narrow river'
bed at the base of the precipitous canyon walls., But his
faécination and the thrill of the Black caﬁyon is greatly

intensified for those who are privileged to traverse the rough’

-
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river bed, and view the rugged canyon walls from below. There
ape hundreds of pinnacles, towers and othepr peculiar rock
fofmations which may be seen projecting into the sky as one
follows along thé bottom of the canyon‘but which cannot be
distinguished at all from -either canyon rim as they blend into
the colored granite wallsg One will never have seen the Black
Canyon in its rore majestiézand thrilling aspects until he sees
it from the bottom, and tﬁe work éf developing the monument for
the benéfit of the park visitors will never be complete until a
satisfaétory trail or other means of access to the botton of
the éanyon has begﬁ constructad.’ This we anticipate will be doﬁe
in due time.

- It was necessary for Mr. Dévis_and party of the Geological
survey to maké +his trip +*hiu the>$ladk_canyon in order to obtain
the necessary data for making an gécurété toppgfaphic map. Up
to the time of making this official.sufvey,_very little accurate
information was évailablé concerning the canyon as regards
depth, width and other pertineﬁt facts necessary for the proper
appreciation of‘this stupendous gerge, The sur&ey authorized by
the Denver and Rio érande.failvoad and made b§ Bryon H, Bryant
and party during the winter of 1882-83 furni#bed mach iﬁteresfing
information relative to the Black canyon as'did;th¢ exploring
parties of Prof., A. L. Fellows and Mr. . W. Toffence in the
summer of 1901 who traversed_the-river bed of the canyon in the
interest of the Cunnison tunnel that was being proposed at that
time. This information whilevvery interesting and valuable

beecause it represents the difficult, pioneering work along this

line, will nou be supplemented by a large volune of accurate data

-
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obtained by Vr. Davis in his recent survey. This data will prove inValuable.‘
to the visitor to the natlonal monument, since it will now be possible to know
for a certainty the actual depth and width of the canyon at all the more
interesting points along its course.

The purpose of the ;ﬁrvey thru the canyon was to locate or map the river
bed in both vertical and horizontal position, showing the plan of the river
cnd illustréting its gradient by méans of a level line giving the elevation

above sea level of the river bed along its entire course. With facts relative

to the elevation of the canyon rim having been obtained thru an accurate survey,

by comparing the rim data with that obtained by survey of the river bed, it is
possiblé to determine the depth, width and slope of the canyon walls at any
point. This interésting formation may all be obtained from the excellent topo—I
graphic map vhich Mr. Davis is nov méking of the natioral monument. Since our
trip thru the Black canyon a few weels ago, Mr. Davis has done sufficient work
on the canyon rim to be able to compile certain interesting data relative to
the physical features of thé canyon and these factg and figures have been gladly
furnished me for use in this story., In giving this information to the public,
however, before the publication of the map, it should be kept in mind that all‘i
clevations and other zi;ures and data are to be regarded as "preliminary" and
therefore subject to adjustment.

Soon after the arrival of tir. Davis in Hontrose, about July l; 1934, he
cane to visit me telliﬁg ofﬂhis nission and work he haa come to do in connection
with mappiﬁg the Black canyon of fthe Gunnison Hational monument. H;\Qith Mrs, :
Davis hzad come here froa the Carlsbad Caverns Hational park, where he had been
engaged in sinilar work. Of coursé I am always glad to furnish iﬁformation to
cnyone interested in our national monument, especially if interested in the

devolo@mcnt of the park, and so after a reconnaissance trip to the monument

looking over roads, triangulation points and other matters of interest, Mr.

o et e, R,
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pavis began his worke.

In a few days we met together again to make plans for the pfoposed exploration

*

d survey of the canyon.
and I had talked at variocus times of moking a trip thru the canyon but no definite

Mr. D. B, Walker, photographer of Walker Art Studio,

plans had been made, so when invited by lMr. Davis to accompany the Geological
survey party on its expedition this seemed a very satlufactory arrangenent as the

larger grouy would in many ways prove an advantage., We decided to take a general

service man along with the party and Glen Fleming was chosen for this position.

It was alqo deemed advisable to eﬂploy two other young men whom we called "top

l pon” whose duty it would be to help transport our equipment and provisions into

and out of the canyon, to brln0 extra DTOVlSiOﬁS dowm to us and to follow our

progress from the rim day by day. The two Kane brothers, Harry and Charles,

were selected for this work. In addition to those already named, the party

consisted of the two rodmeﬁ, Palmer Bowen and Robert Bykyn.

In making our plans for the trip we consulted 21l available informatiqn in

en effort to ascertsin just what we nicht be expscted to encounter by way of

danger and hardship, and vhat equipment and provisions would best serve our

needs. HMany fascinating stories have been told and written conce;nlnb the

experiences of men, ubo in other years had ventured to match their courage and

but we wers not alarmed

R 2 ST

cndurance with the treacherous Waters.of the Guanison,

LR THTRESE S R WA

at these stories. We knew that when their explorations were carried on, 21l

the water of the river was flowing entirely thru the narrow Black canyon as

there was no Gunnison tunnel at thzt time, while in our case we did not expect

to contend with a great deal of water as most of the water was at the time of

0
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our trip being diverted thru the tunnel for irrigation purposcs in the valléy.

CEEL

- Still it was a problem to decide just what to take to be sure that we had all

that we actually nceded and yet not be encumbered wvith unnecessary luggage.
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So wa made our selection largely thru the process of elimlnntion.

Ve agreed among ouroelvos that no one would take a shaving outfit, feeling

= = - - - = = r Yo SO — - -

tha; vhisters could be more easily carried on owr faces than shaving equipnent
ia our pacikse Anyway we were not much concerned about personal appearance, as
ve did not anticipate meeting anyone in the canyon to check up on us, and wo did
not méet with a singlé human being during the five da&s that we vere in the can-
yon except cur top men and two fishermen whom wo enccuntered the sccond day.

of us carried an army pack contailning provisions, face towel, tooth bruéh.
exira sicks, mess kit with Imife, fork and spoon, a shelter tent half, army
blanket, jumper jacket and a few other small articless The pack as made up
vould average perhaps. thirty to th;r»j—f ve pounds in weight. In adcéition to
our packs we each carried miscellaneous articies such as cooking utensils, -
fishing taclkle (which had been beute; left ct hcmc), first aid kits, hond axes,
uire and nails for mn inn raiis, whi e and red cloth for naking flags to be rut
up in the bottom of the canyon in connection with the murvey, kodzks flash lights

and a few other necessary crticles. Davis carried his surveying instruments,

consisting of alidade and planetable, Bowen and Eykyn their rods for faking

elevation readings, Welker his heavy kadak, and three of us carried a 50 foot

‘coil of rope each, to be used for life lines if necesssry and to aid in clinmb-

ing over gigantic boulders froquently enccuntered in our river crossingss

Cur food while not consisting of a very lérge variety, proved to be quite
substantial in nore ways than one. For instance we had our bread for the
" entire trip baked after a recipe which seemed to have originated }hathe nind
of Bowen, I think it containecd rye, whole wheat and white flour, did‘ggf con-
tain yeast and each loaf weighed abcut two pounds. Bowen had told us that fhis-
breed would be very firm, that you could not crush it or.damage it in any way
and he was exactly right. Strapping it in any army pack did not injure it,

neither did the gigontic boulders of the Black canyon. It tasted mighly good,

-
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nowevery and proved quite scrviceable, enduring thruout the entire trip. We
took alons with us much staple camp foods as bacon, hom, dried fruit and con-

E—
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dcnséﬁ milk. In addition to these necessities we were supplied with grape-nuts,

junch meats, chopolate bars and oranges. HMHost of us preferred tea to coffee so

vo dronk tea with our morning and evening ueals and gallons of Guanison river

yater the rest of the time. Among the lunch meats was one called salami, a .
favorite delicacy with Davis. Howéver, if you are at all fomiliar wvith it you
pight not be inclined to call it a dolicacy. It is a highly flavored cased
meat, foes not respond well to the action of one's teeth and has remarkable
powers of holding up well. under most adverse conditions. Somechow it never did
prove popular with our pariy except with Davis and myself, I being the only

N

genuine convert to the usec.

All plans having been completed for our trip thru the canyon, wo left
Montrose cn Monday merning, July 16, 1934, driving over the old governnent foad
to what was knoun in the tunnel construction days as the '"milk ranch,' Here we
put on our packs and other equipaent, posed for our first official picture, then_
started our descent into the canyon and after a brisk, thirty-minute walk arrived

et the Bast Porial of the Gunnison tunnel at 8:40 a.m. Here we reated a few

minutes end visited the geniel iir, TuPper who looks after the river portal of

the tunnel., Davis bezan his survey of the river bed at this point, tying in '

wvith the elevation established by a previous geological survey party. It is
interesting to note that at Bast Portal of the Gunnison tunnel the river bed is
sone 715 feet higher in elevation than the city of Montrose, and éelow Red Rock
canyon at the western boundary of the national monument, the elevatlon of the
Cunnison river bed is appro%imately §35 feet lower than the city, i;éicating a

drop of 1100 feet in the 12 miles of the river within the monument boundaries.

Leaving our top men, Charles and Harry Kane, at the Fast portal, the
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gorodning siX menkbere of the party began the five day journey down thru the

Black canyony anticipating some hardships and plenty of thrillsy snd we wers not

T N

T — -

ct 211 disappointed in either regerd. After launching ocut on & venture such as

T

iy

thic, it is quite easy to under;tand vhy men are csptivated by the challenge of

the unknowlles Cne goes on and on, notknowing just vhaot may be encountored even

in tie next fou yards, only reasonably certain that it will be different and

{nteresting.

The river bed'in this section is comparatively flat and smoﬁth and whea I

uss the word "smooth" I mean that it is covered with en21l boulders rather than

" 3arge ones such as we epcountered a 1ittle farther down the canyoa,  The sireom
bed in this avea averages 150 to 200 feet in width with extreme width in pleces
averaging 250 fest. This aveiage coantinues generally to the point on the south
rin knovn as Mpulpit Rock." The width cf the canyon frem rim to zim tbfu this
area averaces 3000 feet, and tho depta ranzes from 1300 feet at East Pértal to
1920 feet st a rock some two miles below Fast Poriel. The canyon wzlls thru

this section are rather sloping but quite rugged with rock ridges and piznacles

R N A N R

S

chowing prominently. The gentler slopes are covered with shruba and brush of
varicus kinds with tall evergresn trees well scattered thruout the area, The

bex clder is the common tree of the cenyen bottom, growing on the small benches

P TR TN e ARy

and sandy rlaces along the river bed. A species of cottonwcod is also quite

COommMona
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Followingz the left side of the river from East Portal the golng was com-

varatively easy for the filrst half mile or until we encountered a smooth rock

ARy

w21l some 50 feet high with a great pool of deep water at the base of it. Herae
\

, N\
vo nade the decision that wherevsr possible it would save time and be more

extisfectory in every way to cross the river above such pools than to transpor

st A TATL Y A

our clothes nnd luggage across the pools. So we weded the river at this point
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‘drank gallons of water as we worked our weary way thru the canyon. Because of -

a box elder tree, Davis in looking up at the south rim of the canyon discovered

ICAnyon wall, the water from which was very clear and cold. At hoon we stopped
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not stopping to reméve clothing or shoes and found the water about knee deep.
Following elong the right side of the river for another half mile we encountered
a gnooth perpendicular wall about 100 fect high with a large, deep pool at its
base. It is impossible to climb over these projecting walls, and one must either
swin the pbol or cross the river to the.left by wadiné, the water being a little
more than knee desp. The canyon walls begin to close in at this point (station
1 mile below Last Portal) they are smoother and largely bare of trees and shrubs.
wa found the bed of the river at this point quite narrow and covered with huge
black boulders worn emooth by the action of the water, and these boulders are .
as black as coals They extend for man& miles thru the canjon and very in size
froa a foot or two ip diameter to the size of a snall house. We found the

traveling véry,difficult for a cougle of hundred yards and the heat intense. I |

kept a drinking cup hanging cn my walst belt all the time and from this cup we

the great heat experienced dvring the daytime one requires great quantities of
vater and if the river water were not available all along, the hardships of the

trip would be greatly increased. Uhile stopping to rest for a few ninutes under

a large bird flying among the crags. Ve all watchced this bird as it soared
enong the pinnacles and finally alighted on a rock point. The bird proved to
be a mature golden eagle which probably had a nest in that locality. A little

farther down the river wo discovered a small spring ‘coming from the base of thez

for lunch beside a large, deep pool of water just off a great sandbar. Before
N

cating our lunch we eanjoyed a wonderful swim for about thirty ninutes or more, .

A couple of us paid dearly for this first day's swim for we acquited badly

sunburned shoulders which made our heavy packs for the next couple of days

quite painful to carry. The swim, however, proved so delightful and refreching

-
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that oa each succeeding day our sﬁopping place for noon luiach was aluways deter-
pined by a good swimning hole.

Starting doun the river after lunch we soon encountered on the left side a
rugged wall about 100 feet high with a deep pool at the base. In this case we
could take ocur choice of either scaling the wall or wading the river, Tﬁrea of
us climbed over the wall while the others crossed thé_river, oaly to find about
&0 yards lower downt that they had to again cross the river to our side. Uniker

took soue very fine pictures in this scction of the canyon, At station 2.8 we

uoteﬁ two small springs at the base of the canyon w2ll on the south side, both

of which flowed excellent cold drinking water. (Th2 station figures given 3
this article reyresont miléage distances from our starting point at East Portél.)?
In this section of the canyon we found the chanznel filled with massive boulders J
and the river almost dieappeuring among them. At station 3 miles, we crossed
‘the river to the right with Walker and nyself wading across the swiit curreat -
considerable abcve our knees, while the others crossed by juuping from one
enooth rock to ancther. This type of rock crossing was always treacherous as
with heavy packs and hands occupied with luggage, one could easily lose balance,
or slip off a rosk, or worse still underestimating the distance betweeg :ocks
1and in the midst of a deep hele or swift rapids usually found between the
rocks, But fortunately no accident of this kind ever occurred, At station 32
w2 caug upon a good sandbar aad stopped, presumably for the night;. But waile
we sat resting watching Eykyn and Fleming ewimy Davis cnd I reuﬁhed the con=
¢lusion that 4f we would go down the fiver to the next turn we could sea pulpit
rock on the scuth rim. So we decided to move cn down, somehow fegcling that we

N
could slecep better that first night if we were in sight of some point virich vye
could recognize. Ve wers not disappointed in our expectations for we could

easily see Pulpit rock and Sgruce Tree point forther down the canyon. In order
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to ascertain our locatien in the canyon relative to the rim, and to check our

[ro TesS fron day to day, we had previously ploced four flags et polats olong

; . the 'rim froa viich they could be scen from the bottom, the first haviag bLeen
: l placed at fulpit rock. Coming upen a good sandbar at 5:45 p.m. we stopped for

the night, having rade three and a half miles the first day.

l Ve learned curing the experience ‘of that first day that therz vere tixee
; ' things cosential for our personal confort and were guided accordingly by these
} during the remainder of the trip. tie found that we pust have plen_ty of dx'in}d.ng

' ~water thrucut the day, which was always obtalaable from the river. we must bave
& good smrmag héle at noon to ref;-eshen s after & hard morning of reck climb-
ing, and at night the chief requisite vas a sandbar large encugh for sleeping
cuorters fow 21l of u;:a. These v.'ére\ratherv searce th.t;u & large portion of the
canyon, especially that sccticn from Pulplt rock to High point, sbout a mile
beloyw tue Bridge site,

It was nob long after we had stopped for the night until camp firs vas

burning on the sand and the air filled with the delightiul odor of bacon and
fried potatoes and onions. Davis and Walker were tha chicf cooks and they were

quite proficient in camp culinary art. Ordinerily I would do a great deal of

this sort of work in a camp, but cn tids btydp I was charged with the respenci-
Dy B & L

Lility of providing trout each day for the camp menu. However, I would have

accompliched more as a cook, for os a trout fishernan I prove a total failure,

i
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catching just one trout thruout the canyon trip. The others who fished met
wi.th the same resulis. WL had nolhing by way of bait or lure in which they
were interested. Afier the evening mcal we sat arcund our camp Ffire untll the

exbers cied out, then retiring to owr downy beds on ocwr sand mattresses to

awnit gleep which was never long in coming after a day of hard work c¢linbing

BRSS!
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over granite boulders of all sizes. Really, a sandbar wattiress can be nmade
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post coufortable. It can be adjusted to conform perfectly to the particular

shape of any individual, If you want a pillow of any certain propor-

size and &
tionén all that is necessary is to heap up the sand under the head of your
blanket to the desired dimensions. If you awaken in the night with a cramp in

any part of the body, one oniy necds to reach under the blanket and elther plle
up the sand or take it away until the affected spot_pn'ihe body is made com-~
cortables For bedding we took mothing with us but a thin shelter tent half to -
gpread on the sand, over which we placed our single army blanket hzlf of which
was unéer us and the other half over us. This proved suificient however as the
nights were just delightfully warnm until morning. Ve were surprised to find
this true and it can be explained possibly on the grounds that the sand and
rocLs end canyon walls absorb a great deal of heat during the intensive heat
pcrlod of the day and all during the night this heat is throwm off. Even the
nicht breezes were delightfully warnm and added greatly to our comfort. DaV1s :
and I discovered a few days ago vhile viewing the canyon fromvthe north rim that
the first night's camp was located direc£1y under the point occupied by the éon-_

struction camp on that side of the canyon, and can also be seen at the farthest

‘bend in the river looking upstrean from Pulpit Rock. I have slept out in the
open beneath the stars upon many occasions and in many places, but never in é ’
more elaborately ornamented bedroom than this with the spires, pinnacleéiand |
towvers of the canyon rim almost completely surrounding us and it was a rare

privilege we enjoyed of lying on our sandbar bed and watching the morning sun

T TR
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illuminate these various points as it slowly flooded the canyon with its de-

SR e

ccending rays. And this was an experience that we enjoyed every oorning - an

tperience that one cannot have except in the depth of a rugged canyon like

TR e TR

the Black Canyon.
During the travels of the first day, Bowen, Fleming and I had vworn soms
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very painful blicters on our feet and these had to be taped with adhesive each

.
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sorning upon rising. Very fine sand woﬁld get into our shoes du?ing the day
and tﬁis, together with watcr—soaked‘shoes much of the time greatly irritated
ou} plistercd feet. The sand would even work under the adhesi&e end vhen it
did the adhesive acted then about like very fine sandpaper. Our greatest suffer-
ing vas cause@ by sunburned shoulders and blistered feet. Bowen and Fleming
each developed some sort of stomach trouble the second day which made travel

very difficult and slow for them that @ay. However they stayed with it nobly

end experienced no. trouble after that.

Ye had previously arranged with the top men to eppear on Pulpit Rock.at
or about 11 a.m, of the second day. In case we should pass before that time
ve vere to put up aiflag at the base of a group of pine trees previously deslg-
pated, This we did and moved on doﬁn the canyon. About the appointed time |
vis discovered the Kane boys standing against tho railing at Pulpit Rock.
The next thing was to attract their attention in soie way. We made a wnite and
red flag and waved that, but they did not seem to see it. Then we hit upon the
plan of a signal fire as used for centuries by the Américan Indian, YI hastily
built a large fire of driftwood and upon this the others piled green branches
and leaves from box clder trees, A huge column of white smoke immediately
ascended upwvard and in a few moments, Davis waﬁching the boys.thru his‘instrﬁment
saw them wave their arms in answer to our sigpal. 'They understood then, that
they wvere %o immediately Qescend into Black Canyon>with an'extra supply of pro-.
visions sufficient to last thruout the remainder of our trip. They descended
thru Echo canyon 6n the south rim, just'above Rock Point, abSut\E?if wvay between
Pulpit rock and park headquarters at Iion spring. ﬁ

We had, before discovering the top men; crossed the river on rocks to the-
loft side. ‘hen direstly under Pulpit rock, Davis computed the depth of the
canyon et thls point and found it to be 1770 feet. TFrom Pulpit rock on for the

next four miles, our traveling was exceedingly slow, difficult and somewhat

-
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dnnccrous in come places. The river bed is quite narrow thru this scciion
ayeraging approximately 100 feet, the canyon walls rather smooth and straight
'] - b -

195 the bottom of the canyon filled with immense boulders. We cncountered a

1grge pool of deep vater just below Pulpit rock but we were able to get around

this wiihout crossing the river by the aid of a rope stretched along the wall.

After the last man was cover the rope was given a flip-and the looped end detached
frcn a pointed rock and drawn across tho pool. It was soon necessary to cross
te river to the right vhich Qe dﬁd)by climbing over large, smooth boulders with
the aid of the ropes.. A% timesNYe found it to be very dangerous to attempt to
ccale thesc szooth_roéks vith dcep water rushing betueen then &hilé carrying out.
heavy packé, so in spch cases we would get 6ne man somchow across the rapids and
ca top of a large rock, then by tying each article of luggege vith a rope trans-
vort fhem across in that way. VWhen necessary for safety we would use the Irope
for crossing such places, sometimes employing it to clim5 up a large smooth
boulder and agein using the rope to descend to éismaller rock lower in the river
bede

Ye @id not stop for lunch the second day until about 2:C0 p.m. feanuhile
the kene boys had reached the bottom of the canyon'uith ouwx supplies.1 Eeaxring
us talking they decided to go up the canycﬁ to méet us. Upon reaching the lower
gide of '"the Harrous®™ they £ound it necessary to leave their clothes and swinm
thru, WYe were enjoying our daily swim when they came upon us and after sharing
with them cur svim and our lunch and making further plans for the remainder of
the trip, the boys decided to go back to Echo caﬁyon and begin their long hard
climb‘ﬁo the rim, They informed us before leaving that at this narrow portion
of the Black Canyon we would have to swim thru and build a raft to trans?g;;\\\g\
our luggage.

Proceeding down the canyon afier lunch, or about 3:15 ve soon passed a
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good ;pring of water coring from the south canyon wall., Afew yards farther
gorm we found it necessory to cross the river to the right which we accomplished
bi the boulder route. Here ansther spring was dincovercd coming from neor the
pase of the north canyon wall. Growing on a little grassy bench in the viecinity
of this spring, we found some of tha most beautiful ferns and Oregom grapes
that I had ever secn, the latter taking the form of-; shrub with branches three
feet longe We found the same thing true of zreat patches of polson ivy which
we cncountered all thru this soctlon of the canyon growing on the 1little beanches
end brushy slopes just above the canyon bad al the base of the walls. The ivy-
we found was in the form of a shrub three to four feet high rather than a vine,
sad we frequently found iﬁ necessary to walk and crawl thru'these shrubs, but
fortunately none of us ware affected by the ivy. Iste in the afterncon wa fougd
it nccessary to cr;ss the river again cn boulders to the left side which would
be the south side of the canyoﬁ o short distance above '"the Harrows," At this
crossing we fournd some very interesting water-worn boulders. Cylindrical holes
have been vora into the very heart of these massive granite recks by the action
of the water and sond over a long period of time. In cne iunstonce the holé wes
found to be about six feet in diameter and scven feet deep with on cpening wér
thru the rock at the bottorie Davic end Bowen climbed into this hole and Yalker
tock a victure with the head of Dowen protirnding from the lover orening and th
head snd axm of Davis showing at the top opening. This particular rock may be
ccen from the birdge site locking down stream.

¥e reached "the Narrous";about 5:00 p,m, having made only one end one half
miles this day because of the difficulty of travel vhich was intensified;g§\§
rczult of our sore feet and shoulécrs. Valker took some very excellent picté;ss\

in this section of the canyon, especially of "the Narrows'. V¥e scon sized up

the situation and found that the only possible way to pet thru was to swint and
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' make a raft on which to transport owr luggage. Driftwood was rather scarce in

this area, but we were able to find enough to build a satisfactory raft. Ve
tied our three 50-foot lengths of.rope together and attached one end to the raft
while a couple of us held the other ends The raft was loaded and the other men
swan alongside and back of it pushing it thru the water close to the south wall,
as the quiet water vas along this side of the canyon. With the raft safely‘on
the other side we found that we had used 140 fect of our ropes This hole was
ruch longer and the current very swift along the north wall, Vith the ropé the
raft was pulled back up stream for a second and third loéd of luggage. He-

finished transporting our luggage about 6:30 p.m. ahd finding a double terraced

‘sandbar in a cove along the south wall we decided to make camp for the night.

Davis and Eykyn went dowvm to the mouth of Echo canyon to look after the provi-
siéns that the Kane boys had left and returned Bringing with them a cake and
copy of the Denver Post and the Daily Press of the day beforo which Mrs. Davig
and Mrs. Warner had sent déwﬁ with oﬁr provisions. Ye greatly enjoyed our cake
that evening and the next day. It was rather an interesting experience to sit
around the camp fire that $econd evening in the depths of the Black canyon and
read under flaming headlines of the Daily Press, the story of our going into
the canyon the morning before, and also the interesting account of the earlier
exploration pérties of Bryant in the winter of 1882-83 and Torrence and Fellows
during the summer of 1901. Ve very nmuch enjoyed our night at this place. We
felt that we were almost completely boxed in by the massice black walls and
only a small portion of starlit sky visible above us. Davis was the last man -
to select his sand mattress for the night and found nothing left except E/;9y~;~m
spot on the edge of the lower terrace. He smoothed over the sand‘in this
depression and a large rock on the_lower side kept him and his bed in place
during the night. This bedroom can be plainly scen from a point on the north

canyon rim,.
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Wo were up carly Yednesday morning ond soon veking preporations fer a hard

d~ve. AMfter morning caap duties vere all finlshed one of the rodmen suam thru

nthe Karrcus" for a level reading. We had previously decided to measure the

canyon at this point so Davis and Fleming, each holding the end of a string swan

to the nmarrow porticn of the gorge, Davis taking the north way with the cuxrrents

uhen cach reached their respectlive sides of the canyéﬁ, they tightened thedr

string and holding their marks swam back to shore. Upon measuring the rarked

gtring we found the canyen at "the Narrowé" to be 3ust Lo feet wide. It is the

rerrowest place in the entire Black canyon and thru this narrcow porge the mighty

Gumisecn peurs its ﬁurbulent woters. The canycn at this point is 1725 feet deep.
Every member of-our party decided that this porticn'of the Black cenyen

for abcuf oene and one~hzlf miles each wa& from the "the Narrous' 1s by far thé

most faccineting and thrilling of any part, and from the bottom is much more

rmapgnificent and impressive then from the top. A little developrment woerk such as

a trail down thru Echo canyon the mouih cf vhich is approximately 200 yards

below "tre Navrows! and a hanging foot-bridze constructed slong the south canyon -

wall for abcut 150 feet would give anyone a tremendous "thrill." At the sane

time it would give easy access to the upper portion of the canych wvithout the

necessity of swimming '"the Marrows." Those of us who are quite famillar with

the canyon have reached the conclusion that this is the logicallplace Tor the

cenctruction of a bridge if the geological structure of the island off the

couth rim would prove satisfactory. It is a magnificent set-up for such g

ctructure with a short 150 foct épan of bridge connecting the south rim with

tho island, a rcad across the island, then the lorger span of bridge across-the— |

canyon to the north rim. From the center of such bridge, one would be able to

get a canyon view perhaps unexcelled by anything like it in thkis country. In

addition to afferdirg a marvelcus scenic attraction, thisz bridze would serve

R s Pr
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a very grout viilitoeion jurpose dn connecting the Black Hesa highuay on the

nevih rin of the ceryen with U.5. Highuzy 50 on the south side thus saving some
. '

7y miles or hkore of travel now recessary to geb erouad tho Blacl: Conyon.
Leaving ‘the Korrows' at €100 o.ne Yednesday morning we proceaded down
the canyen on the le:t cide naldng cur wvay slculy over huge, sticoth, black

bodders ubich glistercd in the light and lecked iike massive lwips of coml.

Tocn reaching Echie canyon we picked up our supplies left Ly owr top mens These
oo

ccded a great dcal\of exira vcight to our packe, and thé choulders of some stdll
teing sorce frem sunburn and cwr fect getiing nore painiul cach day anu being

+n *he nmost rugged porfion of the canyon, yeou can iragine perhaps 5cmethins of
cur diséonforﬁ arpericnced in that doy's téaVGl. At Ecko canyon we had to cross

the river te the right side whichk we accenpliished on 'rrbe voulders. Hflcng lere

>,

ve found many froeh rock ;ragﬁczts thot hod evidently been blasied from the
vead beipg constructed en the north rim. ¥e were scmevhat afraid of this blést—
irg on.accéunt.cf rocks heing throwm into. the canyon, but fortunately none cane
ovier at eny point while ve were pnusing aldng wternenth., Luout 200 yraxds below
oo ) . :

ouf firct river croesing of the morning, we Lound it necesszry to crocs agein
thic time to the left, or sruvh side. This crossing presented a problem. The
nayrrovest channcl betucen bou’dvrs vas teo wide to get & nan ecross, Ve fouad

& omall log ormeng the rocks sad this was flouted down and so maneuvercd as to
lodie ageinst the rocks at eitﬁcr si&e of chornele One rar ventured acrces_on
the leg ond reached the other side cnfely. A rope vas stretched across end by
tke aid of this rope to steady vs, we all croescd withoud any siipping into the
repids,  Ahcud 100 yards below ve asadn encountered a porpendicular \All with

e deep rool st the base ead it vas nececsary to cross tho river c&er bouldcrs

to the rartn rim. Tnle crocsing wede a little wirile tefore ncon, was the ]aut

cs2 nade during that third day. Frcam this point ve cculd ece our lo. 2 flag

R R S B
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yhich h=d been placed on a rocky point of the south rim just above the lower,
sed imlsnd vhich is a short distance above Lion Spring caayon. tYe found

g large f1~t rock in this area approximétely 65 feot sauare and a great mony

put 1ittle smaller. From this point, station 5.8 below Exst Port2l we could
soe our flag Fo. 3 which had been placed at the Pridse site,

nd for 1unch gbout 1:00 p.me On1 7 sanébar Yoside a deep swimning

Ye stop
gere Walker 2nd I decided to do a little clothes washing before our

cin, so ho cast his underwear into the pool near the edse and turned to do

cosothins clee with other articlec of clothing. In a few monm s he discovered
p:s wdervzar had totally uls¢rne&red. never t9 be recovered. Vo ate our lunch

urider the shade cf a huge black r ock 42 feet'high.~ Starting ocut after lunch ve
kept above the river boulders es ruch as poscible preferring to go thru the ivy, -
Crezen sraye, current buches and other chrubs in prafererce to worklas cur way
cver the large rocke, At times we woild drop back to the river bed for level
rcadings and drinking'water. Cn one of the little benchee we found the handle
part of eu old hoat oar weshed up there and left during a time of high water.

AI ricked it up and excmired it and discevered thet it was wrapped with a heavy

eather band about cight inchez wide and cecurely nailecd to the car. Cut deep

glv

-~

in the leather wes the nane in lerce letters, "Holb." This ozr was prohably
uscd by E.VL. Kolb a representat_ve of +he Hnticnol Ceographic Socioety, who
veat thru the canyon I underst whd in a boat or ccnoe cevernl years ago, tho I
krve nothing authentic on this as yet. I stood tho‘car on end and piled rocks
wound i% to attract the attenticn of,cthcr exrlorers who might ke pacsing,.

The river thru £his secticn mekes a trenendous drop of 260 feet in 2 nile,
There’ore severzl deep rapids in this mile Just above the Bridge cite and one
wiorfzll of k2 feet. As we locked doun the cenyon from a point above the

£11ls ord saw the vater rushing and pluncing cmong the huge heulders and could

" eI g ey

~




© e A LB

Yarner 19

e
sco only the tops of the spruce trees below, I can assure you that tho outlook
did not appear very hopeful gspecially in view of the fact that it was time to
stop ' for the evening and no sandbars were in éight. However, we made it thru
after some strenuous rock ¢limbing and directly under the Bridge site we found
a lexrge flat rock 50 feet loné by 30 feet wide and wifh a small sandbar below
it alongside‘a large deep pool of water. We found man&‘rock fragments scattered
over tho sandbar where we would sleep, and the flat rock upon which we would
cook and eat and we Enew that these were broken from larger rocks which visitors
to the Bridge site had at times hurled over the canyon rim in order to hear then

crash, I decided to fish awhile before supper and standlng at the edge of oup

Flening landed a nice trout weighing from one and a half to two pounds. I was
very optimistic with this success and thouuht perhaps I had discovered the Droper
lure, but not so as this was the only trout caught by any of the party on the
cntire trip. Catching this trout howevér, was an inspiration to the boys to get

supper and it was not long until it was sizzling in bacon grease over our canp

fire. It was quite a task to get from our dining room on top of the large rock

RRREY

to our bedroom below., We uséd a rope to get down off the rock, then had to work

our way for several feet ‘between the underside of a flat rock and some driftwood

R N P Y
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which vas a rather tight squeeze. Our luggage and water for cooking was raised
-and lowered over the large rock by means of a ropa. This camp site can be scen

from the rocks on the rim Just a feu feet north of the Bridbe site railing, and

S 2SS S

can be very easily secen from the opposite side of the canyon.

e LI

: l bcdroom, about the third cast with a small spinner I hooked and with the aid of

We were rather slow in getting started on Thursday, the fourth morning as

we were tired and worn from the hard day -before altho we traveled only 1.3 wiles.

Leaving on the right or north side of the river we only went 200 yards until we-
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yad to cross to the south sidoe. Tgis crossing was effected by mcans of using
ropes over large boulders forming a natural bridge. The water runs under and
amo;g the large rocks at this point practically disappearing from viey. Some
véry interesting potholes were discovered in scme of the rocks of this natural
bridse and these, together with the natural bridge caﬁ'be seen from the Bridge
site on both canyon rims looking down the river, fhis crossing was rather
dangerous and difficult as infone instance there was a sheer drop of some ten
feet to a small round'boulder'below with a deep and swiftly moving current of
vater rumning by.. A fow yards below we had to cross tﬁe river tb the north

side, this érossing being accomplished with the aid of our ropes. This was

our last difficult crossiné as the river widens at this point, and the boulders
are not so large, or at least the large ones are not so numerous. NHear the

last rock crossing we came upon a small wﬁterféll of several feet drop and

under a large rock was a cavelike hole f£illed with mist from thé_fails and
atcpbing into this was likeAstépping into a real refrigerator;

Passing by the méuth of Grizzly gulch, we came upon a large cave that gave
evidence of having been used a great deal by fishing parties coﬁing down into
the canyon from the north slde. Various cans and'cooking utensils #ere found -
'on,é shelf., Sone ﬁbtes written onlv;rious kinds of ﬁépef were‘also féund. One .
of the.most interesting notes read as follows: "Hello boyé. Just passed thru -
out of chuck. Found yours, hadn't eaten in 2 days.  Thanks a lot boys. Do
the same for you sometime." Signed, "The 0ld Prospectors." WE left a note,
civing our names and stating our mission in going thru the canyon, thén‘placed
all the notes in a glass can and left it in tho cave.

We stopped at station 7.0 for luncﬁ sbout 12:15. Here we found a beautiful
little box elder grove alongside a wonderful swimming pool. It was a most

delightful place to stop for the noon rest period, especially as we could sea

.A....,i.,.,,y,_,..-w..., B e SN
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the canyon opening up before us, the rocks getting smaller and the bed of the

river saoother and knowing that the difficult and dangerous part of our trip

'y

W3S OVEXe - .
' Leaving tho little grove at 1:30 we started down the canyon on the right
and were able to remoin on this side the remainder of the afternoon. We crossed
over a large rock slide directly under Serpent point;-being the highest point
plong the north rim; At this place Davis compared the south rim elevation with
the water elevation and 1earn§d to the very great satisfaction of all of us that
the Black Canyon)here was 2500 feet deep, As ve journeyed down the qanyonjwe
came to a long pool of 8%ill water perhaps a fourtg of avmile long and swimming
aéong the rocks were great ﬂﬁmbers of the finest looking fish I have ever seen. w
Tidis proved a»temptation which none of us could resist so we stopped to try our
hand ait catching them. In vain wo fished, and in vain we fished some more but
no success., There being a sandbar at thevend of this pool and good campingi
place we decided to spend the night there. So we kept on fishing. HNow, every
trout fisherman knows that the most aggravating thing in a fisherman's experience
is to be'able to see a lot of fine lerge trout in the clear water, to danéle-all
sorts of bait and lures in front of their very mouths and thea have them turn
conteaptuously aways This was our experience for éwo hours. Howaver, there

was one recompense, for which sitting on the rocks fishing, Davis happened to
look up at our Ho, 4 flag on the highest point of the south rim about a half )
nile back of us and discovered a group of people standing there. Ho hastily

got his instrument and looking thru it found the parties to be Mra. Davis, her
brother, the Kane boys and one other person whom we did not recognize for a cerw
tainty. We exchanged "yells" for a time and then procceded to prepare the
evening meal, Our "special, Black Canyon bread" was getting rather hard and

dry by this time so Walker having flour along said that ho would bake us some

ST e
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fresh ngpyiste' He peelsd the bark off come green box elder limbs and wrapped
his d;ugh around these and baked it over the coals. This was breken off the
14nb and eaten., MNow I am not certaiﬁ vhat "twlst! should taste like under ordi-
povry circunstances, but I'1l never kaow why Yalker did not feed us the bark he.
cut off the 1imbs, as it certainly could have beon ﬁo’hore highly flavored of
green box elder than was the twist, and he would have been spared his trouble.
Apyway we finishcdlour trip next day on our "special bread and had about a
1a1f loaf left to feed the fish. -

“We were up e;rly Friday morniné and everyene secued to go about thp 1orning
tasks with a ncw'zeal. Ereakfast over, we made up cur packs for the last tina,.

They were much lighter now as all of our provisicns had been caton except what

vo have saved for our last nocn lunch,., As we started out from camp all wers in

Altho w2 knew we had about four miles to make, we felt certain that we could
casily finish the survey and climb out Red Rock canyon and he back to civiliza-
tion by evening. Vo crossed a small branch of the river to an island, over the

island and across the river again to the north side. The river bed is rather

vide in this area, averaging from 200 to 3CO feet, and travel uas rather easy..

Of course we encountered a great many large. rocks, but in many instances those

could be avoided and we could walk over sand or small round river stones, In

: ' fine spirits, happy, and two or three of the pz-wt)" even attempted to sing.
l noly places in the moist sand we saw decr and mountain sheep tracks along the
vater. VWe found it necessary to cross the river again to the south side on
l account of a saooth wall and desp water, znd this we did by wading for about
. v § _
. 100 foet in uater knee deop and with the aid of poles carried in one hand.

4t station 9.2 we'crossed the river by wading and coatinued dovm ielong tho

rcrth side for about a mile., About 2 miles above Red Rock canyon| the top men

5
.
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pet us and assisted in carrying out luggage. Ve crossed the river for the
1ast time to the south side by stepping from rock to rock with the aid of hand

polese This crossing was sbout a half mile above Red Rock canyon which we reached

e made our best time thru this section of the canyon averégiug

rd

cbout noolls

gbout one mile per hour. After a geod swim, luach and a long rest we made
ready to climd out of the éanycn. The Kare boys had-grought Bowen and kKyself
a pair of boots and shoes respectively as we had requested vhen we last saw
then on Tuesduy afternoon. These were a great comfort to us as we made the long
climb out tiru Red Rock canyon. Ve reacheé the top about & ofclock Friday
e ftormoon and found Mrs. Davis end brother there with one autouobile, and the
Kone boys having left the govermient tiuck we were soon loaded and by evening
were back in Montrose. It was a great trip, accomplished without accident, and
even tho a hard trip, stiil we enjoyed it and felt that what we saw and theﬂ
authentic information obtained about our famed Black Canyon was well worth the
effcrt. |

1t migh£ prove of interést to noté the drop of the river along its cowrss
thwu the national monument. Beginning at the East Portal of the tunnel, for
the first two miles the river drops 40 fest per mile. In the third wile the
drop 1s 75 feet} fourth, 553 fifth, 110; sixth, 200; ceventh, 260; cighth, 150;
wvith a 70-foot drop in 700 feet; niﬁth, 503 tenth,th; eleventh, 404 -
twelféh,-SO. | |

The following depths ave also glven covering sone of the better knowa

. ei{\

triangulation station, 1850 feet. About 1.7 miles below tnie station the

East Pertal

depth is 1920 feet. Rock point as seen upstrean from Fulpit rock, \1820.

Palpit rock 1770 feet. The Neavrows, 1725 on south rim and 1718 on norta ria,

5 e g g v e e e g e, erpen
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4t the Dridge site tho canyen is 1830 feet deep from the south rim. At High

colnt, avout one mile below the Bridse site the canyon is 2200 feot in depth
9

end at the hill on the rim overlooking lizin street, Montrose, the canyon is

2730 feeb deeps As @ rosult of the splendid end caraful work of Mr. Davis

slong with that of other partics and wembers of the U, 3. Geological survey
- e g '

we are now in a position to give authentic information regarding depth, wiath

and other interesting featurces of the Black canyon within the boundaries of

the national ponumente
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CIlAPIER VII

G“““RAL ATIITIOTRATION OF TiE MONUIEHNT 3 1933-1965

1l a4

Adninistrat'vely, Blacl: Canyon of tho Gunnison Iiational

-onuricnt, lilte rany similar small nonurients, has always beon
sormcone!s s stop-childe It has been torn betwecn two Park Scrvice
roional offices, adninistered by a national nhrk, onother
national monumont, and nov shared by a national recroation aroa,
kag never had ita om superintendent, chief ranger, or park

naturalist, and uatil 1962 never had a yoar-round supervisory

panser of its oun. The following adninistrative account is
geaxorally correct with respect to the personnel and positions
involved, buv torms of duby may be speeil icallj suspechbe

The lonuent, of course, had boon ostablished (“"proclaimed™)

on larch 2, 1933. ‘On April S, ¥, M. Floaing, the seocretary of : |

that if a custodian were to be appointed for the now monurment,

it bo Mark Werner, who had been so instrumental in havmﬂg the
arca sot aside as & nabtional mon.ument.2 The Park Service replied
_that for the time being no cusfodial nerv:Lcos were anticipated,
elither on a part-tine or full-time basis. However,on February
16, 193, the area was placed under the supervision of Clifford

L. Anderson, who was custodian of Colorado I Tational lonument . 3

August
lio served in tbws capacity at least through &I £ of 1935
. In the adninisirative plan for Black Canjyon, there was
originally a custodian posibion. sot wp and desipnated in 1935
ag Position Ho. 1, Grade 8. However,| Acting Associote Director
liillory Tolson rocomménded'thaﬁ on October 23, 1935, that this
position be abollshed, as there soomod no need for it, and that

.
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s 14 eu of a custodian position thero be ostabliched two terporary

pansor positions, for gix months!' sorvico oach yoar, one for

Ll' .

Tn January of 1936 a memo was prepared for tho Secrctary

p:‘.:“z

the South Rin and one for the North Rim,

of tho Interior requesting the establislnnent of these two
ccasonal positions of poark ranger for the period from Hay 15
to Septeuber 30, one for each rim.5 At the r:zoraent thore sooried

»

for rangers during the winter months inasimch as "...tho

no noed t
arca is snowed in during the winter, receiving little travel.s.”
ohose positions, nurbered 2" and 3" ("L® being reserved for

the wosition of custodian), were set at Grade 7, 51680 por annur.

It was proposed that each rangor assume t‘-e followring

6

1 Educabional: conducting visitors to places of lx‘lbOT‘OSu
in the onument, giving inft f‘oz mative talks 20% '
timee

2, Protective. nanroll:mf' for possible tressnossirrg and
fires, alo’cy of vis *aors, enforcement of park rules
and regulations 205 of timee .

3. Registration of msa.tors, imparting information %o
uhca, control of traffic. 20% of tince

s HNeintenance worlk aboui conp, pol,Lc:.n& cap grounds,
sanitation work., Care of {iro pits, garbage cang

1d rost rooms. Hauling wator, firocwood, ctcCe

26% of timos '

Se¢ Rescarch work in the flora, fmm" geolopy, and othor
natural sciencos of the Iovm‘_xoa’c. 159 of tince

6., Assisting in the corpilation of travel data, reports,
and othor data. 5% of timee

P

Tho two ranger positions were first fllled in 1936 on
thoe South Rim (Position lo. 3) by Platt Cline who cameo on duby

rort ifesa Vords on June 7,7 and on the Horbth Rim (Position Iio, 2)

4y

by Jolm C, Fuller’coh.e ’th nmen served through Septeiber 20,

1936, at a Grado 7 salarfe.
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Black Canyon oy have boen under tho aduwinisirativoe
unervision of llosa Verdo Juc:.on al Park from the very first, but

) sainly wyag by the end of 1935, when Peul R. Franke wog
- [ 71 ,

gorving as Acting Superintondent of lesa Verde. Franko was
roferrcd to in gomo corrogpondence as "aeting custodian® for
both Celorado lational lonument and Blaclk Céa—lyonﬁ but this
was probably a confusion with Macbing superintondent,"

Trere certeinly was oonf.\mion in the rminds of both
washingion persornel wnd local Park Service officials about the
ent's rogional relationshins at this time. Whon Black
Canyon wag esbabliched, it epparently had beon oss signed to
Region 33 but by nid-1936 it was supposedly included in Region 2.
Landscapo Awrchiteets _Ric'z‘»a},f of Rogzion 3 and Baker of Region 2 had
becn acviged of thla situetion on Auguct 27, 19363 bub Sup ur-
intendent Nucboum had received no w”oct confirmation until
Sepbeiber 2L; 1936, vwhen he had verification that Block Can;y'on‘
ond Colorado Hational lom 'ﬁents rceported to Region 2 and Iiesav
Verde to Region 3.

The Nonument was under the coordination of the lesa Verde
Trational Park supsrintendent wntil 1953,10 when supervigion A
was transferred to the Colorado Hational onument suporintendont,
In the spring of 1945 a new adninigtrative unit was set up, with
headqrarters in Montrose, which would inc lude Curecanti ITotional
Reercatlon Area, as well as Blacl Canyon and Colorad 'i onal '
llonurient, . . ,

" AL the end of this cho.pber is a roster of the administrabive

porsommel agsociated with Dlacl Canyon National lMNonument since

its establishnient in 1933.11 In its early yecars, Blaclk Canyon
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hod no toapoer” aduinigtrative staff atvached (o ’uho Monwent;

pub during tho "ounrior soasoity ! usually from liay into October
thero Wore "gaaporary" or "sensonal® rangors, usually one on
cach riml.This was the witua ulon from 1936 through 1951,

One ghortcoming agsociated with this avrangenment was thab

there was Littlo uniform long-rango rclationship botwoon those

~

gerporary rangers ab Black Caayon and headquartors personnel

stega Verde or laber Colorado lational Monumente The

ol

¢ Uadrinistrativo orienbation® showed up in such Black

Canyon ranger activities as the preperation of the monihly veports,

which gonerally 1 lecm the sophisticetion and stendordization of

a .,.ore c¢lonely supcrvisod operablons On ono occagion Supocrintzndent

Fronlnfolt corpellod to note that M"inawmmuch ag we gend those roports
diveebly to the Director, it is irmoerative thet more caro be taken

in their pwreparabtion, In the casc of the June repor v it"z hes

beon necec**arj to re-btype tho report before submittel to

ashington becauge of misspel lod words,; surike-overs; :ii:proper

specing and incompl teness; Tt also apneareg that the “:y'-'o is

not cleanj this can be raaedied by an ocea asiong .

on old toothbrush,or a type br: ush can be requ iuitioned throud
wl3 |

Tn 1952 a "pammnent" park renger from Colorado lational

this offico.

i‘onument was assigned during the surmier season to Black Canyon
for tho first time as a designated "gupervisory park rangers "
Tho supervisory park rangor r”lll nboined Momwient headquartors

rangor
on the South Rin and had a limid ed S‘LL’I‘NOI‘ EomnorEa ond

riaintonanco Sbufl for both rims Tho first seasonal rangor
cmployed ab :
najuralist was EFEEITTE (€3 the Soubh Rin) in 1955, On fagust

A A .

e e giaer
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g, 1961, tho 1.P.S. regional class

poncer position at Blacl Canyon, shudying the

ificotion officor "auditod"

tho cupervisory

posctbL I of cotablishing a managoment assistant type of
= - - ) . ) . . . . l

n licu thercof; bub nothing came of this possibility. 4

in 1962, for the fivst bime in the history ol the Honwnont,

R
position L
-

A suDOTVisory park ranger was aggigned at tho-lonunent on & year-
round bb.sis.l5 When the South Rin headquerbtors ared is coupleted,

the Tomruent will prosumably have its own chief ranger and park

naturalist, rneanwhile depending upon those of its supervising

U.T’lito
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Adminigtrabivo stall Tor Dlocl Canyon 1933-1905
(irien epproxinate tours ol ausy )

: {Colorado ztional lMomuuent )

Q

éstoii»
sprord Le Andercon (1934~1935)

superintendonts (tiesa Verde)

roavitt (19355 Acting?)
poal Re pronko (love 193)~JUno (2),1936; Acting)
Joesse Le nusbaum (June, 1036-July, 1939)
faul Re Frénke (auge 1939-July, 1940)
Johnt Se HcLaughlin (Auge 19L0-Sept. 19h1)
Josse T Tusbeun (June, lQL ~0cto 1945)
Robert He Rose (Junc, 19h6—1III.1953)”

ksuporintcndent (Colorado National Honﬁmont)

Rugsell Mahan (BT 1953-July, 1955)

Torer Robinson (July, 1955-=Gct. 1957)

Fred G. Dussey (liove 1957-Sopt. 196L)

Supcrintendont: (Curecanti/Colorado Habional Honument)
Yarry During (1965- ) '

Paplz Haturalist: (Colorado Hational Lonujent)

Dight ifamilton (June, 1658~June, 195 8)

Pat 1iller (July, 1958-June, 1963)

Derelk 0. Hanbly (June, l963~ )

Black Cgnyon Temporary and ueqsonal Rangers (1936-1951)
% Cline (South Rir, 1936)
Joln C. Fullerton (iforth Rim, 1936)
wilbur We Coleman (South Rim, 1937)
David A. Léach (iforth Rim, 1938-1941)
I"erodith 4. CGuilloi . (South Rin, 1938(?)—19h2)

-

AGIILL e 6o
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Rodney R Woodbwra (Horth Rin, 1912)

Goorge De Stafford (Horth Rim, 1943-1951)

Royuond Ge Dobbing (Soubh Rim, 1943-19LM)

*rr::ond iT, Secvora (South Rin, 19L45)
r;oc’aioy Re Woodburn (South Rim, 19L6-19L7)

Leurence We Quist (Scuth Rim, 1948-1951) -

Mlack Canyon Supervisory Parlk Renger: (half yeer, 1952-1962)
Rasrond Ge Dobbins (1952-1958)
Rajzond Le Ives (1950-19060)
Vincent 1. Heflti (1960-1962)

Bleclk Canyon Supcrvisory Park Rangers: (full year, 1962-1965)

y. Lowell White (1562-196h) | -

homas Je (Jock) Yewlass (1964-5)

qhe Blaclk Canyonts first seasonal ranger noturalist ves Y, D,

[
O
-

ueslaufer, who entered on duty on the South Rim June

1955,
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1 = Tours of duty avo based upon dates in tho lonthly Roporis,
yhich ero often not specifice.

2 - Lobbor, . 11, Flening to Albxight, April 5, 1933. THabe
A-ch. File 2051 (RG 79), Black Canyone

3 - Blzck Conyon Hational Honwons surmary, Hobe. Arche File
2052 (RG 79), Part 3, Blacl Canyone :

sor, Tolson o Acting Sumerintondont, esd Vordc, Ocbober

1:_ - LOTTCT,y
23, 1935, Black Ganyon file, lational 2l VoS

- Pemo for Scerebary of the Interior, Jonuary l, 1936, Black -
Canyon filc, Havlonal LPChivesSse

6 - Thid. _

i T0lzon to Mushawm, Hd ¥y 29, 1936. DBlack Canyon
file, labtioncl Archivoss =~ \

§ - Lottor, Tolson to lusboum, June 18, 1936, Black Canyon
£ile, liational ArchiveSs S
9 - Lobtter, J. E. sorerville to W. &, Carnes, Depuby Chief
érchi?ect; Hogenber 30, 1935; with tionthly Report,
Hoverner, 1935 o
10 - Tho &3 year "1653" is used in a vy general sensey the
gpocific dabe of tpanafer of coordinotion from liosa Verdeo
s
The

to Colorado Hational Momument belng unavaileble.
1953 =g nonthly roports for all but the lasbt two
ronbhs are missing, vnfoptunately. Tho lomument oS
at111 uvnder Mesa Verde in Octobor of 1952 and uader
Colopado ilational Fonvment by Lovembor of 1953

11 - As mentionod esrlier, this rosher is basced in large redsuro
~on the Black Cenyon Honbhly R HorLSe

1
&

AT Em T AL T

12 - fA-ugincly enough, in Franlke 's original lotter thorc was an
- ~ g et ! . A '\J ’ 1 4.4
enbarrassing (in the light of the conbents of the Lobter)

typographigél orror, and "it" was spelled ntis,
13 - Lebtter, Fronke to Leach, July 10, 19L0; with lonthly Ropoyt, -
- June, 15110, , ’

1l - 'onily Report, Augues, 1961,

15 - This supervigory ronger, Lowell Whites, nointeined hoac=
cuarters on the South Rinm during the sw:el, roving the
ndousrbors trailew to his home in Dostwlcl Parlt for

S

¢ in thio wintore.

R g e
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: n +tho Director that'stops be talion to enlurge the boundarics. Ab

CHAPTER VIII

PHE OITULIETT BOUNDARINS: 1933~1955

Fron its very inception, ono of the most porsistent problems
confroni;ing Blacl: Canyon of the Gumigon National Tonurient
{nvolved 1bus boundaries-—poofly defined, encq:gxpassing in gone
gpots too iittle,land for adoquate monmwment devclopment and
protection, in obher gspots including too many in-holdings.t
Iistle more than a year aftor the creation of Black Canyon,
Custodian Clifford L. Anderson, noting that the prosent "lands
withdrown and set aside for the llonument are inadecuate for
e protection, road conétmxction, lack of wabtor supply and for
propex developmnent of this spectocular monuument, " sugpested to
’ 2

this bime Carmerer woplied that "We do not bolieve it would be

n3

wrd

desirable to oxbtond the boundary to any apprgciable extcnNbeess

‘Anderson wag not content, however, to drop the matier. As
the rin roads were being developed in late spring of 193M, he
acain wrote the Dircctor, pointing out that "e..the rugged canyon
walls crowd the boundary lines so closely that_in sore places it
is poing to be nocessary Lo géin right-of=-way thru private
vroperty for several hundred feeb....the 6wners will probably
gront us the right—of—way..o.it may be possible to get then to
cdonate this lond to the I"Eonur.-zen.’L:.""L He also empﬁasizod that the
proscnt boundary did notb includé any source of water supply bub.
that on the North Rim thore wore five springs in the vlc_hify of
tho present boundary, some of which could porhaps be included
vithin a byundary'cxtonsion.S,

. By nid-iugust, 193L, the mattor of private land ad the
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d righi-of-way was boecom
sction was approaching two LO-acre p
6 wrard P. Webbor, Acting Chief

N P.S., 0ffico, Jjoined fnderson

§3
a
)

confidence the

sponch of Plans and Dosign was looking farthor choad and vrging

pajor land acquisitione Considering the

\optcvbor, the DlPCCuO ts staff concluded that 'only minor park

oX

polief" in the form of road construction, which enlarging the

vonument might conceivably afford.9 It was

im road that now go oubside of tho monurient aroa, "

Lowxiaries = 2

critical, since

narcels of pyivate

Enginoccr of the Sén

in wrging the

sgition of tho two tracts, while Enginecr Socrest expressed

ratter in early

tensions woauld be considered to include such portions of tln

this time from local intorests who "w1sqed moro work lor

suggested that

additional land should be available at from 55,00 to $7.50

acI'Ce

on October li, Conrad Wirth
him to obtain deocds

ond on Doceibef 12, Engineeor Kitt

to the two troacts in auestlon by donation,

sLrldge sont; a nmero to the

Director requesting inclusion of the land in qucﬂt ion, and

Turthor purchases of land to approximate 35,

land program of tho Federa

‘Mo

road construchtion belonged to DourWas Lyt

1 Emergoncy Relief fdministration.

aall land tracte on the South Rim nocded for jirmuediate

and dqcided

000 acres under the

/10

at the land would beo donated.7 Jieanwhile, the . BS,

ssure for'the enlargesent of the lionument was coring

urote the custodion, authorizing
10

le, and throu”h donation +h

Cocda Tor this property dated Decarzber 3, 193k, Illl in the hknds_

of tho Hational Park Service carly in 1935,12to'be accepbod by
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the First Assistant Socretary of the Interior on Soptemnbor 30,
935,13 end placod in the i1,P.S. permanont lend rocord files.
ith tho doodeg, the Iontrose Cnanber of Cormerco nad obtained an
option fron Lyble to purchase other pertineat lands belonzing to
111!”0114' |

Afver cequigition of i:he land imuediately noeced for
corpletion of the South Rim drive, there was ﬁa-r, in 1935, goneral
considoration of the ilonument land pr roblem, pressed not only by
sorie within tho Ifls.tional Fark Service but also by the Lontrose
Chanber of Comuerce, which was willing to assist with purchases
of lond. There was oven thought that the Honurient might be
ortended eastiard to above the junction‘of the Gumison and
Cimarron ‘R'JLVePs.l5 .

In nid=-Hay of 1935, lark YWarmer discusscd tho m.tter of -
bowd“ry exbensions with Park Service officials in (-ias’;-:._ngcon;
and 1t was decided that for the time being extensgion "would be
linited to add:?.ng certairi{arivate propevities to be doné‘oed on
bothr the north and south rims in order that present road -
constructvion could be continueds ul6 Tt was agreed that further
cxtensions "xmulé. have to follow the procedure to be establi shed
under the Grazing Division regulotionsaeess” and that "eeooethe
extension would be up the Canyon a.nd limited to an area for the -
pro‘tection‘oi‘ the I-Ioun’cain shecp and cloer'.','l7 l

Rogording ccquisition of the Gatos property which was

blocking congtruction of the lorth Rim drive, the ionbrose

b
‘
. . y .

Chertbor of Cormorco's Black Canyon Committee had agrocd in late

spring of 1935 to contact Gates and in addition see if 1ib tould

be possible in the boundary extension to include "all of lrs. Mae

l - -
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.:0ocgts property co that the springs locatod on the proporty
would boconie the propo »Sy of tho govoram Len"c.“la on June 25,

1938, . W. Gatos decded 80 acres of his land to the Nonumont, 19

the cesd bei_ng transnitted to Washington by Congressman Puylor

on July 8.2 OIn this doed, incidentally, was a clause dexanding
wovension o#the land involved to the owmer if the land "over

to be recuired by the lMonwient or the Govorzment."dl The

arls Service was not enthusiastic about the clause, and this lond

!

11 not besn acceopted by the Government in late August of

*y

rark Engincer Secrest, on Sopterber 206 1935, forrarded o
$ha Dircebtor a list of lond owners and lands within tho lonumont,
the botal scrcace of privately owned land being 80lL.T1 acres,

mils the governmont holdings totaled 103353.05' acrcge.%3 fnd

P -

-t

the samie wzonth Londscape frchitect Howard Balcer urged that a
£inal docision should be made on the ul tirmte boundary, imstoad

of tallring cboubt piecemeal exbensions, 8o that the Prosident

could eventually be recucstved to proclaim the Linal boundaries
of the lionuwzent .2L" ,
On iiarch 11, 1936, the cempaipgn to purchase Douglas Lytle's

option land on the South Rim was leunched by an cditorial on

the front paf’e of the Montrose Daily Pross.20 The Editor noted
that lOO ecros of land had to be purchased before the Park
Sorvice could corpleto the Souvbth Rim scenic drive, wad that Lytle

was willing to soll this land at the generous price of §7.50 an

-

QCPCesos 'Hot aro we golng to ralse this $750%... Ti:0 Daily
Press will buy the Cirst acre for this enterprise. That leaves

gt 99 ncres yet to purchasceesss Yhat club will bo tho Lfirab

.

—
i
|
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- way for the present conteplated road.programz"
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to buy on acro?"eé The =ditor cssurcd that "tho naie of those -
civizens or clubs who give an acro of land will be prcserved in

tho archivos of the national monument as & pormanent nmenorial -

to thelte w27
Shoroly after the newspapor appearod, lirs. Tell M. PFleming,

seerotary of the lontrose Chomber of Coimerce, who had originally

gugnested the carpaign, called to say she would buy the socond

Thon the iontrose Fire Departront jumped on tho bond wagon;

and by the trarch 19th pepor there was quito a list of purchasers

jn a specclal front-page box entitled "Is Your Lame Hore,"

loyees who purchesed

including a congregation of post office omp

thrce acrede Tuorty-Lfour hours later, & tobol of 86 acres had

bocn bousht, with $25.25 in cash donations. Tho rarch 23rd

newespaper reportod that the cempaign was a success, "over the
top, " with 103} acres purchased and $38,75 subscribed bowards

purchaso of additional acres, if neodeds
As the Y drive to obtain land prococded, it became evident

thot a survey was needed of the lands concerned, and rPark Engineelr

Scercst plommed to carry out such a survey asg soon as "snow on
the Blaclk Canyon rim passes away...."za By tho end of Iy, 1936,

Scerest had dispatched to the Director the resulits of his survey

to cetormine the "minirum beundary oxtension to provide right of
. 29 ,

1, 8% of LWL Sec. 19, T 50 W, Rango T e 80 acres (more

or less. This is the Guabes Tract, florth Rim) -

2, uL SEX m: Sec. 25, T S50 W, R 8 . This South Rin btract

donaied by Douvslass Lyble : '

3. In order to comoct South Canyon Rim rood with proposed
county road, it will be nccessary Lo ircludc tracts
3 & Iy as follows: 11 SE: Sece 31, T 50 M. G0 ccros
(riore or less). This lend 1s owmed by Douglas and
0ilie B. Lytlce , .
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o Lat. I and West & WW, also IU’S Stt, Sec. 5 T 1|9 I,

_
R 7 W, 10 vecres (moro or less his troct moy bo
doseribed as lots 1,53,6 & 7 of said Cec. 5. Ghis
. 1end is oumed by 0llio Be Lytle and CLIL A,
swbarg. Lond Purchaues Contoxplateu by ijlontrogo

Chanbor of CorierccCes

a. with a thought of extending tho road dorm the

canyon, btho ¢ollo’1ng tract is desipnated: U,
ol, Sk, Scce 26, TS50 N, R8 VW (20 2C1CS5, zuore
or less, owned bJ Douglas Uyula)

be WBE, VR & UEY, M0E, & BuE, HEZ all in Sec. 31,
P50H, R7WY (GO acres nore or lesc oimed by
Iburl ag Lytle). Acquisition of this tract will
perm1t road cons 'facoion up canyon to end of
epproved road planse.

To3al land to be acquired at this time by Chambor of
CormicTCOs s » 110 acrea at $7.50 per acre or a total cost
of $825.00, Chamber of Cormerce hag ootlon expiring
in 1938 %o purchace any part, cucept the epring IR
I T2 Scc. 25 of Douglas dJule*o 1200 acres ot a
prico of 7«50 per acre.

The map vhich accompanied Secrest's reporv vas slightly

rroncous." This wag not surprising, inasmuch as most maps of

tho arca loft somcthing to be desirved and in part uero responsible

for the perennial confuslon over szecific boundary 100uu10 18

g

and suatu4o- private versus public land., The need rYor on up«'

to-date survey of the lonumont wasg Lnao”°coreﬁ by Tfank Is

~

obacrvation (in early 1G37) that wvhen the onurment »ood gyston

rep wms projocted onto the new U.S.G.3. btopography mop, "it

placos the Yorth Rim Scenic Drive alriost over the center of the

canyon, and the drive of the South Rim somewhat cutsido of the

. : 130

oestablisched bLoundarics.
rollowing Scerestls report, tvhe Tational Parl: Service in

Juno of 1936 formulsted a statement on tho proposed cxbension

to the Biack Cenyon Hational Nonument for the Scerctary of the

Interior.3l
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A‘major;xooting on the boundary situation was scheduled

ror cgptenberlo~12, 1936, at lontrose., In atiendanco were

{istant Swovintondent Franke, Scercst (Englineer in Chorgs,

9

haked
A E0

Loy

Colorado and Bleck Canyon), J. K. Soricrville (Residont Landscepe

srchitect, Colorado Hational ionwment), District Landescope

irchitocet Howard Bakor, Acting District Enginéor Geno Cordon,
tant Uildlife Technicisn Russell Crater, leil Dubterfield

3 or Research Assistant from Washington), ord lark Yamers

septanber 11 was gpent on tlie South Rim, the next day on tho

‘

Gopth Rim with Lester Je. Savage and a comuitteo of eight

roprescnbing corrzunivies on that side of the canyon.32

At this meeting Wwmer puched for exbension of the Monument

cash Lo the Cimarron River and to include lend in the Red Canyon

area at the ncrthuest end of Bostuick Parl, He alsc urcoed that

poad (South) be extended to Warier Toint (= "Panoramic

the rim
Point" or MHighest Point"). Higbredge's boundary plen Lo
LCG-1G506 aleo eallod for a considerablo incraasé in the bourdary
extont; but Park Service offigials now favorcd acfeagc xuch less

33

b \

[¢]

than GShat recormoendod either by Warner or Kittridg
Aftor thig meeting, Foskey on Kovember 16 asked Wirth
sabtled

w
cf‘

"o soon can you expect the boundary question to b

‘ L3 -~ * 3 - L
g0 that a proclmmation can be prepared?t” Thoe overly optinistic

% from Ben Thompson: "It is hoped a decision as

X T
to the houndaries can bs roached soone”
In roality, this matter of boundary extensiona was %o be

diltirsensly pursucd for tho nexb yoar~and-a~half beforo any

concrote solutions were recalizod., In gencrol, theoro ero Lo

aining land, generally private,

aspects to the problern! obt
the lonumont to facilitate the

within or contiruous to

PO g
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covolopument of roads ond othor facilities, ond obtaining large

cercagoes of surrounding land, generally public, neasurably o

‘inerocse the aise of the HMonuients
ilhilo the private holdings involved puvrchase problerns, there
opo Gifferent problans agsociated uith tho public lands

cnprounding the Honument which wore dosived fov acoossion. As

towards tho end of 1937
a5 rioved ahoadto enlarge the lHonmment, the Park Sonvico

piau
cound it had to confer with the Division of Grazix', vhich hold

r:uch of tho land desired, the Bu 1rean, of Reclemabion for those
lands wnder reclomation withdrawal,Béhe Office of Indian Affairs
for land vhich hed been withdrarm on Soptazber 19, 193, peonding
do’ef’igs*ion"? it chovild be restomned to tribol cimership ag

rocorsionded by ths Agh of June 18, 193l (L8 stat. 92 h),San with

the U. S. Yorest Service for land held by Gumison Hational Foreost
The concurrence ¢f thesc varicus agenciec had te be obbtained beror
the respective lond could be added to the Honument.sa

The Divisgion of Grazing had no objection to cerbuin lands
) 3 J

in Colorodo Grazing Distriet lo. 3 being added to the Eonument,uo
to

bus the Indisn Affalrs O09f%ce felbt that it could consent
inclusion of its holdings 'only with the epprovel of tho Indlons

«nd after adoquate provizion 3 have boen rade to reinnwso the

Indians, "l:'l
On Decerber 28, 1937, Wirth had written the Acting Director

sucsesting boundery oxbensions vwhich he folt uere Gosireble for .

1, 7o nrovide a suitable headcuarters site In tho 2B,
Soce 31, T 50 ¥, R 7 W3 %cc. 5, Lots 11,5, ond 12,
ond fiec 6, lobs 1,2,7,8,9 and 10, T Lo i, R 7 Ve
This land is privately ownod and uhe lfontroge, -
&b wenld be

CO] "’Uu, L(‘Oplo }:‘O.VG ll"(A.&C(’..uG4 Lb‘_“
uwlllng to acquire the necossary lmds for %o

hecdgquarters ite.
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o, Tho Iy Iy, Mk 1. of Scce 35, Te 50 ey R 8 v, vhich
ig public land, is neoded for o plenic ground
adjacont to the south rim Arive.

70 proporly projcect and in order to compleoto the work
on tho nopth vim drive in Scce 19, tho SE:, NWBL, BEZ
My, and lot 2 aro neoded. The Gates estato has

subm%ttod a dood Lo the land nccossary for the road
vorke

o Tho pomaining lond in Sections 8,9,1&;15,16,17, T 50 H,
R 6 ¥, and in Secse. 2 and 3, T j9 1, R 7 W, 18
necegsary for bolbber protoction of the canyon arof.
Mhis Lond is publically ownede
Theo proposed extonsion which Wirth asked for included
582,83 acres of private lend ond 2,028.L1 acres of public domain,

or a total of 2,611+l acres. As it tuwnod out, ruch of the land

pontioned in paragraph #h was Indian lond,- which irmediabely

prosented a corplication. Land cited in paragraph 43 wagy of

ourse, part of the Gates holdings. Land in paragraph #2 was

]

ntly held by the Grazing Service, which presoented no

problem, while land cited in 71 was largely (if not entiroly)

Tndoed, Lytle had surned over a deed dated -
in Section'Sl.u3

20 (Y}

O to ED

app are

owmed by Lytle.
Fobruary 26, 1937, to the Coverrmment for tho land

of course, Lytle himself had donatoed

Barlier,
of the South Rim, and

seres to the goverment, in Section 25

the llontrose Black.Canyon Cormittce with public funds had
~urchased [0 acres in Section 26 and 90 in soction 31 for donation
to tho Governmont.hh_ Eight acres had boen donated by Gatese |

Ai-:;hough park Service officials in the spring of 1938 uere

anxious to have a proclamabion proparoed which made. general

dadeld,
boundary oxtonsions for the ionument, this did now
instoad Directa

casible becouse of the Tndion lands problom,uS 80

=

Cormioror by lotter of April 1l, 1938, recormondod to the Scorotary
s and Lyb 15_3]

that "at leagt tho o parcels-of private land [Gates a

s g

soon irmodiatoly
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boing donatod to the govermment outside of tho Loundary bo

socognized in the proclanation.” It was d001dcu, with rospoct

+ho Ute clains, to "conbinue our negotiations to work out

To
cono avpangemonts for the extens ion of the monument, olthough
no solubion is pareont at this tldO."ué The main drawback was

shat the Park Scrvice had.no funds availablo with which bo
smburse the Indions Tor any lanad pu"chased.

reirm
seerebtary of tho Interior Iarold Iclkcs sent tho prpolamation,

which added the donated £} Gates and Iytle land to tho lonumont,

to Prcsident Rooseﬁolt on MHay Z;AB and the proclamation wag

sirned by tho Progident on lay 16, 1938, as Proclaatlon lio. 228619
Tho incorporation of these two small parcels of land intol

the lomuent was only a boken gesture torards solving the over-

a1l momument boundary probleme. The Hational Park Service

conbinued, after this proclamation, to pursuo tho possibility

of o nore significant ex ctensicn. Plans vere ﬁade to extend the

boundary oasbyerd to tho Little Cimerron River, while "the north

and south boundaries would be debermined by the skylino of the

"50 ' . . ‘ ,

There vas outsido oncouraguaeqt for the boundary to go to

canyone

the mouth of the main Cimarron, wvhere a hydroeclectric plant and
rcservoif were beolng planned. Wrote R. C. Egnow of Doltia to
Superinbendent: 5 n_,,ue have in mind tho creation of a lake .
lighted with cheap poweor; & monurient all lighted and water pwiped
to the rim on both sides to quutwfg aicll orohcees It is hoped
that your deportment will oxbtend the monuwient up to tho mouth

of the Cimarron and join us in attompting to dovolop this wonderful,

atiraction with a hydro plant." Iusbaup's reaction was an exiphabic
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The 1oniroso Chamber of Corwicrcols op‘cion on Lytle'is
South Rin londs ozpirod in mid-December of 1938; and ninaful
' the National Park Service mado a.ﬁ intercsting nove |

Tions Spring, despite the fact that Iytle had not

son intorosted in sedling it and indoed ab the

o)
v
o
&
e
.
&
H
ey
o’

shinking of pubbting his own tourist facilitlos in
* * ) - 2

rho vicinity .5
on liovenbor 5, Superintendent Iusbaunm wrote his friend

am Te Grant (of W. T« Grant and Corpany in Tiew Yorlk),

1

i1l
1w apparently had purchased othor land for the Park sService in

T

the past, suggesting that perhaps Gprant micnt bo willing to buy

a 6.9 acro plot including the spring;.SBSpeed wag of the -

osscnce, since presumebly after the option expirod Lytle would

poise the $7.50 an acre price ho had quoted to the Chamber of

CormiorcCoe
Grant droppod Carmerer a note on ilovanber 10, comuenting
"If you say I should do this, I ill do 5_1;,"5’4- Md in a feu

days Carmerer 3;*(—:plied:55 M ,.01lt i3 o key parcel of ground in

a koy locabion that might cause us & 1ot of trouble in the
future.. The pr-ice night as well be $50,000 as far asi'li‘s
r&rusbcam'sj authorization to hcquire is concemled becauéo he
just hasn't got this Foderal noney to put it acrosse. If you
an help him and the Servico oub on't'm'.s/ matber, it uill be
sanoﬁl's.Lﬂg vou will reflect upon very pleasantly in }the years
£0 cOmb..," Dub nothing come of this Yonbure.

Iiowever, on October 28, 1939, ai‘tcf considerable nesotiating,

gorio 2, 760 ceres of land were added to tho Lonmument by Prosident

Rooccvolt s Proclamation Ioe 2372, the lagt n

»

ajor addition by
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56

Doundary congiderations for thoe next two decades wore to

prﬂs*dcﬂv’ql proclerotion.

bo minore Aftor the addition in 1939, the Gonoral Land Offico

party of engineors to the Monument in llay of 19,0 to

sont a
jocabc corners and dobemine the Monumont bpundaries. tork
on the uoui,h ooundaﬂy wvas covp1oted in June and surveying was

continuing on uhe west und north boundaricg, proceeding to Lbe
cast boundary in Julye. By the ond of Septeonber, the boundary
survoy had been corpleted, and all scetion comers were

cstablisheds Also, the soctions dlrcctly concernod with tle

Nonuﬁcnt were subdivided in order thabt boundaries could
roroe easily bo det ernLned. In August, léhu, tho liorth Rim rarger
bogon putting up new boandary markers, the old ones being very
gifricult to finde -

Daring the carly 1950ts interest agnin centored on some
of the pri&ate lands associated with the ionument, cspeclally
those belonging to Sanburg on the South n1m57 This congidoration

(Halel nea

was to contiaue into the gISSIOH 66 period, as will be seon later.
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nof the lands indicated on the map furni
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2o openod lands of = -
orziissioner of Indian. . -

\

-

s 1937.

on, to
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Carzaercly
A rchivese.

+ Black

of Cowmiorce,

Iational

the liontrose
here has boon NO conabruc tion
1od on it at all, and our people are kecnly .

=} Unenaployed G
as they aro o
- for feamily support.”

rach
dovm

_ tontrose people, dopite
£od. = Sone of the lMontroso purchaoges nay

Black Canyon file,

Lo Secrotary of the Interior, Lpril 1,
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CUAPTER IX

O UHENT COIISTRUCTION AlLD } AIF”TPANC“‘ 1933-1955

7

Physical dovolopnents ab Dlack Canyon Hational Honument,'

s the nood for extensive mf'wLonance, heve bocen for the

»

=4
;34

a8 wel

rost part mininal until the advent of the HISSION 66 ora.”

Certainly the South Rim and Yorth Rim drives sbtand outv ag Lhe
pajor achievenments, with the development of trails, xO&QvUthOPu,
ovorlooks, picnic sites and campgrounds, utility Systcms;

gsecondarys Tho

rebive devices, the conceasion sbtand, eiCey

S

‘

primary neinbenance has been as °0018uyd wit h the fO“dS and

CanpLrouiis. The Poubino naturc of much of tho Fomue b 1S

wetion end maintenance activity is such that it scavcoly

3

const

justifies gerutbiny hores

N

s soon as, Black Cﬁnfon lational uonunont was seb aside, it
¢ rins and .

bocarie imperatlve ti“t drives be conobructcd along th

to conncci rith entranco roads; and the $125,000 obtained for the

cr

oneration of the lonument in iss first year prinarily was spen

to begln such conuuruct;on.z

By the next spring it was beconing evident that road

construcition would be hamperod by the limited exbent of the

ch Iae 8o

R Faemss T e

a sxnuaulon which was Lo boecouie ri
.3 Cn Sentember 18, 193h, Dircclor Canmierce

idor a road developriont

vonurent boundaries,
bofopre 1t got betber

mot with his staff fa Washington to cons

nolicy, "mainly whethor there should be two short roads involving

ebout 2 riles in the south rim and 3% to I} miles on ghe north rim,

h longor."u 1t was decided, becaugs

or to build a loop road muc

of boundary problems, to bry tho idea of a loop road on ecach rin.

One aspoct of road construction at this btime involved

T g
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rovidinr wvorls for men on relief, and this tack wcs strongly

D

ppwsued. Ocuober of 193, Kittridgoe had a rap prepareod for
tie Dircctor wnlch ahowed roaods under construction, proposod
ponds, ond approach roads.5 lie emphasized that Hplaclt CanyoOnNess
55 go groabt a spectacle thab tho Parlc Service cannot long aveid

accegs, ! adding "that the jmmiediato ncoda of the

ity will be covered and cared for by the olWOtment of

gbo,oo@." Just o month befors, V*ttwldge had written Congressran .

caylor thab "oecal interosts vj°hed rnore work for relief and the

cprea should Lo enlarged so that road work can be accorplished.

e A

By Avgust of 1935, a croy of 125 men wers ongaged In

»i1ling, blasting df ~p5cult rock work and all oporations

s

cormocted Witk srading to completion of a Tabional Park Service

tandard voqd.7" Goneral foresan for goubh Rim road cois tfvction

s5CC0 TINCLGRE

ot this btine was John E. licDeniel.
on August 9-10, 1935, Resident Lendscape Archritect Howard

B-ler visited tne poad congtruction on both rims, noting thab

thore was very little more rous :h construction to be acconpllshed

el - L] b -
beeauge of boundary rost ricbic nu.g quer was back agein on

Coetobor 23 and found thab rost of the work involved Linishing,
aince right-of-way problens were holding up further cradings

parking areas ab the ends of the two roads,

t—J

Theye wore plong for

end a campground for the North 2im. On hiz earlier visit Baker

and Parl: Eagincer Socrest had locatved some trails out Lo points

of intercst on tho South Rim, pnd these had bosn congtrucUed

"ith vevy satisfactory rosults” by fall. Bakor anticipated

rroparing o design for ovorlook railings during the ensuing

Pt

Lo e
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Agaistant Landscope irchitoct J. K. Somerville reported on

road developrent on ioverber 30, 1935, at which tine prading of

tho North o4m road had been practically complobod and worl: there
11

o éiscontinued for the winter about Docc*x‘ﬂor 1. The

nnd not boen graded beczuge of

vouncary problems On the South Rim the road congbruction nad

ally to tho westorn terminug,.

2%

vroceswd ranctic

wor the 19356 conatruction geason, the South Rinm road carp

ohonod on June 23 ¥ 1ith a force of L0 men, six hired dirnn trucks
P O H o E ]

one hired Sractor, and tuo hired horses Ly the end of the monthe

I winteTrs

Thero W&S 2 MeS
30 be 2 mess hall Tor tae

by 12°8e Je Po }I‘j'nes,13 and there would a

” bed - s
g Tn addition to the rond work this June, wvork

llorth Rim caiPe

s aloo besun on the South Rinm fc{)._...ul" ation bteant and a tenb-
nouse for tho rangols.

By tho end of July, 1936, & full-strength crew of 50 men

wore engaged on ths South Rim road project, with 2. 27 wmiles of

constrction completed as of June 23, the line sioneered for

QnOLheT 3.25 miles and line approved for & ra ~oining Iy wilese

Tho dowm-~cazyon end of the rosd was Aold up vpending approval 01

a turp-around and perking area, while the up-canyon end could

not Lo conbinued until “the piece of properyy u’nich,‘ohe line

crosaog isg Tormnlly eccepbod Ly the gov verizaentle It was
ostinated abt thig tiuwe in July that bthere were 2kout bwo rontig

of work ghead, comploling the constrebion work already Legulle

Horth Rin rmd construction had bogun on July 20 with a

crow of 25 17T on this date

5§ men under Forcwan lmbert Atchison.
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ha@ beon coxpleted, the lingc pionoocred for

2,6 rilos ol roud
3.0t mileog, and line avn'“ov ed for lj niles. The Torth Rinm ¢ onsbructi o

was beld up ot the Gatec property, which had becn dceded %o

Go vermneny bub not es yeb cecopteds AL the west end, worl: wras
also hold up pen ng epnrovel of a loop which wculd cerve &s

turn-aboub and parking aref, v vith tr'ul dsvolopnent to the rime

in Auguet, with on averare work Torco of hE nen on the

Southh Rim, ¥ ad worl consisted of finis shing, sloping boni
bono”"xl ~ nc’scx.m:*" md surfacing road with (‘ocovpo"cct gronite;

with an average forco of forty men, work

on the North Rim,
' - {‘ - 1 “ . 4 - » 18 K3 .
consisbed of baunk £i0DInf and pgeneral lmcscdinss During this

ronth the rogisbration terts {"checking Sents® obiained from the
Fedcral Prigon Industries of Aulanlw, Georg ota) went up, on the
South Rim with a o8-foot white flagpole tipped with & greoen
! .

\ \
' apearpoint, neor & oclt, @ she ponger bhere buili & prail

out to Pulpit Re oclk 7  The County Comilssioners aglod "that the
use of the old counky mad in the Lonumant, from the point trszhére
tho coanby road turns off "Go.en‘oer ths rin drive, (s disbtence

that effect have

P

550 £5.), Lo the work cemd, Coand. Signse to

-

" oL <
; boon cpacted, md all bravel s heen turned OGO ﬂc\m:* Irive, 120
L]

l Daring this cwans? el Yorner lLad bedon pushing to have the

. Souta Ria road extendsd S0 High Peint as wy mopnificent
1
thrilling climax to the arive dovm the cm‘zyon.“a" He folt, also,

that the "pig tiwber in thia arsa will periit of the coveloprient

-

an am
&

wwhers if desired, or the ostablich=-

of a sabisfocbory purk headqw
»
ment of o camp and pionic L.L‘O'th%’, and any obther do yelomient whoro

trecs and ghode ave dosl rable ccngid erations, " wd pecorzmendod

the dovclopnmont of troils doun into the canyon ad well as 69

L
L 3



Point and up canyon to tho proposed connoction

Yoriior Point and Rod Roclkk Canyone.

Avound July 7, 1936, Iubort We Atchison, as mentioned

oaplicr, was shifted fron iosa Verde to tue Black Canyon liorth

um, Lo serve as general foreman thores Eis cdubios, 22 ana this

could be said for licDanlel on the South Rirm ag well, consis ted
ofMzeneral supervision of road consl'bruo_tion ‘t-'rofk (75) 3 supor-
vision of landsceping worﬁ: incidental to road consbrucilon =
loping of banks and shoulders, obliteration of old road scors -

&}

replanting =~ ‘top drossing of presont lorth Rim drive (154);

adrinistration - koeping of records, submltting necessary reports -

other minor administrative matiers connected with the Jjob, and
occasioncd by distonce of work Tron adnini strative headquarters
(59); and g,oncra‘ comp cupervision - charge of all operations

of cauip for vorkuons "

By the end of Auguot, 1936, the road grade Tor ths Horth

Rim drive khad been completed from the approach ab the east side

23

of Grizzly Gulch to the loop about four riles ferthor easte.
Sorie WOk ‘pemainod on the thres cute, while the surface of the
road was in theo Lost conditl on posu.Lble.,.. Road vorl ceased
on Septomber 23, due to oxhaustion of funds. At this btine on
the North Rim some 3.25 miles of road had been coxpleted, vhil
3.5 had been completed on tvhe South Rim. Alco on the i?orfh Rim_
several trails had been devoloped to scenic points, |

During Octoler one nilo of proliminary survey line was run

i‘rom the end of construction oqtbe South Rim down canyon towurds

Warner Poinb ,d* and in lovembor topography was talien on three

nilos of prcliminary road survey lines exbending toucrds Warner

with the county

PAnA. 25
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year *

assipned o tho Homument,

/3160
mhis £all tho Park Sorvico approved the tracing of Plan,
" .
126 g yoll

i0e ?CG-D,‘)SB, tho " ’l’0pO°od Sconic lorth Rir Road,"

the tracing of Plan lio. BCG-2001, "pParking Avea and Turn

2 v 0 - s 3
Arounce ¥ 7 Also, a laster Plan had been dovoloped during this

which delincated tho contruction needs. On Deceribor 5,

Tolson reportod to I«‘rank Kittridge that funds for the scenic

pim higivray grading had been re cacod from $112 500 to.

28

“‘112’ 2]—}1091.

During 19L7 £inishing touchoes were put on the oxisting

roads, and thoy were brought to an ‘oxcelleni ' state of

mointenance., Surveys on the South Rim were extcnded west to

the propocod picnic ground. A now ma,m,en ance problea this

curricr involved the lack of ready coxmunicatilons betwoen South
and Horth Rim persomnel, eventually o be solved by radio

Tneidentally, Mountain States Teleophone bad had a line

.29

contacChoe
in to headqus rters on uhe South Rim for several years

On July 27, 1938, the Souuh Rim ranger rocelved notice

shat a crew of bwenty CCC onrollees ond one Toromen wWero o be
"to be used on general improverient on
the South Rim," This was encouraging nows, ginco in June only
throe employces had booen available for "light malntenance. InA

fucust, road construction begen a gain on the North Rim (August

29), %o complete the west end of the rin drive, vhile CCC workers

had startod on the South Rin on tho lSth, on Lrail and [,81 1eral

irproveuontes A new "buildlng" was being orvcted to house the

Torth Rim "mugouwts ¥

By tho end of the 1938 scason, an avorage of thirliy-cight

»
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ren wore being caployed at the Nonuwient. Canpgrounds wore in use
on both rims, and on the South Rim a now rkn.no aroa and trail
fop Pulpit Rock had becn doveloped. During tho swmioer the scarred
roadside aroas had boen scodod and replantod, and by 1939 "this
noted diproverent had beon cormionted upon highly Ly visitorsg."
of long~range sig nlflcunce in 1938 was the devolo*amon’c of a nouw
l.astor Plane

I'o road vork had been carried out on the South Rim for
some time, but in mid-1939 plans té continue the road thore were
boing discusged ,' and it was hoped that work could begin shorsly. 30
By tho end of fozust, the South Rim road oxtension survey line
had bean covrﬂoLc i, and the proposcd road was ready for final
workes |

Due to lack of persommel in early 16Lh0, general monunerk

naintenomce boyond that done by the rangers ad to be dola_)red

wisil July 1, butb the rim roads were roported asg being in {,ood
condition. ‘I'he road constmcuon, under tho supervigion of.‘
Forecman Ab cn...usr, wag procesding according to plans, and
ropresented the first actual road construcition worlTov two yearg, .
On the 10th of July the proliminary survey for the east end of
the South Rim road had been caipletod, va:ﬂe Lhe weat end
consiruction was nearing coripletion. |

fagust, 1910, was reported as "tho most active one ever
wibtnesaoed at Dlack Canyon with the complotioq’of the road project
on the gouth rim and the ".ndscapin{, of the now arca well undoer
waye" This now road, supervisod both by Atchison and Asgoclate .
Inginecr 11111ler, wos touted as "now the finost stratch;’of.’ road

in the lionumente"

e
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o0 be littlo moro

Duping the n oxt Tiftoon yeors thero was

poutine congtruction and maintenance oy Black Canyon, ond

only the oro irmportant activities have been hichlightod horce

ap the vegiming of the 19l soason, the south Rim rangor

1 ged the developnient of an overnight camprroma aay {rom

~IBCNVLS
with rostroom facilities and threo grills., A sovero

supust storn necessibated considerable roprir to bolh rim roads,

a pruacl and ariver acbtually having to be brought in on the Jorth

iy Lo holD cubs

paping 19h2, the old rosd congbtruction bulldings, oxcept
thogo ul:ich could be selvaged, were rozed, oracing 2 long-tinme

cye core erom the South Rim. T4 wos possible thig SUIzIers despite

with meinienances. In

tho tar, Lo hire two 1aborers to help oub

aacust, the first Meccurate reasur nent of temperatures and
painfall at the momuant " cormencede During this swmel, road

main’oonsiioe was boing done with drags pulled by the patrol

Jiclups. Rangers spafford and Dobbins, who came to auty in
I s 3

10h3, were in follouing years Lo pride therniselves on lrecping

tho tuo rim roads in a "smooth" state of maintenancce

Tn 1943, attention began to be devotoed to improving sone

LB o tatib ae A

of tho overlooks, replacing the jnadequate guord railg uith

rock wollse -Indeed, Renger Pobbins had cozipleted the rocle-wall

parapet at tho gouth Rimt's Chasn View by the cnd of Auguste During

the 19Ll. swazer, the mornunient buildings roceivced new roofing, as

wuell as gonoral rofurbishing,‘_ and & new cattle guerd was put in.
ot thoe liorih Rim entranco.

ALihough thé pim roads uere periodically draped, by 19116

thoro had beon no blade work‘bn the North Rim dérive for & "number

e T ]
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1t 5o Atchison and throo men cano ovor {rom Colorado liational

n June 5 snd bladed 1% "orcat improvemont vag noted."

The South and I Torth Rim rangers were now keeping in conbtact with

tuo=way I Gi0Se

Thore had beon pcr:.odic coriplaints e.bou‘a inadoquato

in the campnrounds and picnlc aroas towards tho end of tho 1910’:3,

and in August of 1949 new fireplaces were being consiructod.

Another nooded visitor facilitywas the South Rim concsssion stand,

openod in June of 1950. The following Juno consi dorable

ipproverenss were mado in cempgrounds on both rins, ond on the

¥, ,..the rogistration booth was ropainted and ropaired,

tonthouse voconditioned, woakher sbation moved fronm adjocont

(e w )

Ssouth Rinm

qarters to the headquarters arca; tool room was

Tn Suly of 1951, water

to the head

rearranced and new lumboer 3:'30;: uils.”

had to be hauled to the South Rirn for the first time in Ten pars

to meet the noeds of pe:cson:ae" and visito:es, and new roofs were

put over the rang -orts querbers, btenv house, and cistorn on tle

rerth Rirme During October, 1952, a creu of men came Over to the

south Rim from lesa Verde ©o rosurface the road, and this nonth

a conplete pchabilitation of the South Rim warchouso was

accornplishod,

T the mid~19501s trails to the various outlooks were Deing

constructed and improved, & new carmpground dovolopod on the Horth

Rim, a row adéitlion was nade to the South Rin concossion stand,

Park Service rncinten2incod pert onnel incrcased in nubers; and in

GOl 1*1*:11 a great re sance in maintenance and ninor congwucmon

acbivity ushered in the MISHION 66 docade.

-
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1 - iuch of thoe information in this account has boon extracted
srom the various monthly rcports, wnless othoririse
sndicatod. rurthor information on nonurient construction
ond maintenonce is includoed in olher chaplors, esheclally
Chaptor XIt: The Honument and Visitors} end Chapver Xe

2 - Black Canyon Habional Fonument Surmary Repord, February liy
193k, Blaclk Canyon File RG 79, Dox 2052, Part 3. liational
Archives. .

3= Ope Cites vay 30, 1934, lotter, indorson to Cammierers S60
chapoer VIII: The lionument Poundaries, Ior furvhecr dobtaila.

I = Ope citey; Septerber 18, 193, Hemo, Csmmorcr o stoff,
- .Q:Q_o citoey October I.}., 1931}..

~ Ope cibte, Sepbarber 20, 193L, letper, Kitiridge Go Taylor.
: Clue, 4 3 ’ )
Blaclk Canyon file, llabional Archives.

- 1eDaniocl had received his training ot Ohlo State Univorsibye

O ® = v \n
1}

- Toport, Balor to Chief Architect, August-9-10, 1935. With
fugust, 1938, monthly report. :

10 - Report, Baker to Chief Archibect, October 23, 1935. With
Getober, 1935, wonthly reporte. :

11 - Teport, Somerville to Chief irchitect, lovember 30, 1935,
ith ijovamber, 1935, monthly reporb.

12 - lionthly Report, June, 1936.

13 - Ibid.

1l - The lorth Rim ranger ZETaTling afforded on amusing commenta
on the Horth Rim mess hall operation: "ihe persons furnidiing
reals for Park Service vorimen Tire ond lirs. E. H. Hiller of

Hotchlisd , gave cxcellent gervice during the scasons Their
croatest Tault has nothing to do with the quality or quontitvy
0f Tood sorved. They chow wwarrented interost in the affairs
of other persons, = both official and privete. Ono of the
two veorcons is entirely boo mbthoritative cind officiouse.

The account kept of noal cost of those eating et the riessholl,
might well be more accuraitce: ‘

15 - z:onthl‘y Report, June, 1936,

16 - Roport, Somerville to Chier frchitoct, Juno 25-July 25, 1935,
With July, 1936, nonthly roporte

©mmpeg e o
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Ibid ®
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rontlhily Progress Report, Sccrest to Kigtridpes mgusty 1936

1'11;1.1 IO“tf‘ly RGI)OI‘U, 1)360
1onbhly Report, August, 1936,

Tbide . )
Lobter, Warnor to Carmorcr, July 7, 1936, BT’Gﬁ anyon f£ile,

hq*ional Archlves.

\.

Black Canyon file, Tational Archivese _

ort, Scmorville to chief Avcaitect, August 25-0ctober 6,

936. With l'onthly Report ,0ctober, 193

vonthly Progress RopOrt, Sserost Lo Kittridso, Ocsobor, 1936
wyith wonthly report, October, 1936,

On. cit., Tovenhor, 1936¢

Lebber, Yirth to Suporintendent, Hesa Vordo, Seplember 28,

1936, DBlack Canyon £ile, Iiational Apcalvcw-

Lethor, Wirth to Swerintondent, los o Vordo, October 23,
1936. EMMﬂ{Cﬂpwon file, Uational Avch1Vuso

Lebter, T 1gon to Kittridge, December Sy 1936- Black Ca 71JOn
f£ile, ITabional Archivess ‘ '
Tebbor, Husboun to Directors Hovember 12, 1936, Bleclk Canyon
file, Mati orel Archivoese :

tionthly Report, July, 1939
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CiiAPTER X .

' Although the Ostablishmonﬁof Meacl Caryon Hationel jlonvziont
coincided with tho dovelopment of the doprossion yoars fodoral

worizs projeets, the neow nonucent did not bonefit as greatly
fron cuch propraris as did riany other H.P.S.‘uhits. Tho riomuent
ares was suall end irreguiar, and beyond the dovelopment OF ring
roads there was ot the roumont limited opportunity at tho nonuent

for public works improvenentss

.‘1‘5

&=

Daring the Momument's first year, Reprosentabive

Taylor was able to obiain an emergoney relief nppropriation‘of

$125,000 for the ocperation of tho MNonumonb. Hig efforts wore
appapently lmown only to Horace Albright end socpobary of the

Tatorior Wilbur; and indoed it was these throo Who VoOro "solely

regponsible™ for obtaining such an appropriation.

Barly in 193k the Gounty Cormissioners of elia county end

regional chembers of commerco wired Taylor, asling for the

ostablisiment of a C.C.C. camp and a Public Worka appropriation
of $156,000 for the Monmmenty prikerily to “insure complotion of
the roads,ﬂz By early f£all, ocnlargement of the lomuzent v8S being

urged by local inberests so that there would bo noroe necd fqr

poad work wolch in turn would create a preaber demond for rolief
-vwierkere and relief projects‘3 itridge, in anolysing the

sopation of thoe new lonument for the Dircctor noted thot funds
LY »

incd fraz SERA oP

- L
FERA (Fedoral Emergency Relief Aduinistration)s In DocenboXs

to continue the road project might be obta

Kitiridoe urged the purchase of 35,000 acros under the iend

5

progran of FERA Lo cxtond the Momment bLouncaricde
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- . ol . Z. .
aring 1935 ond 1936, ocs an Ducrgency conscrvation YWork
(mow) o jeclty con struction tas continuod on tlho rinm roads. The

A Servico during the surrer of 1635 was prop aring plans for a
ound and road semiinus on the iorth Rim, in oxder thot
po:ti n of the work may be done with tho P. 1, Tunds thoet are

. 1t t7pile monoy allocated to the Souub Rin was to be

1 o finish road sctions slready roughed oub, as woll as to -

irprove somo of the tvnils to scenic points.(’ " In Hoverbor of

1935 8o chO wmen were engaged in rod ad construction, work baing

concluded tnat year about Decembor le

Tho nexb swzher the Scuth Nim work camp OP ~encd on Juns 23

8 . \e
with a fowrco of ILO ‘Lo 50 mene Thig particulor vorl: projecty

Toe 13661, was lmown &8 the U"Scenic Rim Rock rive."? &b loast

ono of the men b the cwap was agpociated with "CCC Camp 1i1~3=C
110 .

Colorado iabional 1% orument, 1Uout any fur her associabion

rlack Canyon worlk camp anid o CCC comp ls oLscurde

oy
(9]
t'!'
)
(6]
3
cY
g
w
-

o
v

sh Rin vork cop HOSS hall at this time wos ing operated
ll - & ~, L3 9
roamiiile, o cfiew of 25 mon befon WOrL
12 b} X b1 2 2
211 road consurucuvion

13

on Torth Rim road congbruction on July 20
serminated on Scplerbel c.3, duo to exhousiion o fundSs
The spring of 1937 saw an appropriation of 56000 for a
W.P.hie project Lo develop a mOW 8ppY sch road Trom Ueds 50 to
tho Monuzenits scuthemn bom*:éar:f. P1opming for this pro ject

had besn carvied out by the Denvor office of the Uorks Pwojoch

Ad}tzinistrution and includod tho cond sruction of "an oz'no:nental

stone pabeouay ab tho junction with higlway 50, ond alsco
1l

ormarnionta Si{jlf‘ to be placed on either gide of the entrancos.

onticipated that worlk would borin in

H

Tnitiadly, it won D
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oy or Jwle 08 £oon as nal vere available, bu thoro wag
rhather the project would continuwe past July 1.15
poami2ilo, the Park Sorvice was roviewlng pocaiblo wrork .
sich micht be acconplished by a W.P,A. comp, if one ward
teblished, ond conferred with W.P.A, reproszntative Lamb at
congtruction of the entran_ce portal and
ensroacih road et tho jmabfcion with Hghway 50.16 In loto liay

b

of 1637 it was boped thet & v, P. A, crew could be ab wovizc on tlo

In the sumter of 1933, Black Canyea recoived sone &p recifie
1ts propvom.  She Parvssu of Reclomation C.3.C.
O..C\

LAl le3a ~ = R ] - N o
Carm Ho.. 22 Toleassd o por he ugod on ponersl

-

irprovensi g of the South DRin, uwndor the supervis ton of the

tasn Verde Habticnal Parl, The Souith Rim

fangor wss o nobified on July 27; ond on Aug rst 15 buwanty

CCC enrollceg and thres SPSrVLsors began wowling on trails
1

8 In Soptember, an avorege

ad obher Tomument Improveucnise phan
of 38 men (rot nccessarily a1l CCC) were cuployed abt the
sonumont on otk rims in construction work, the first svch
activity in two ycars.lg On the Norih ’?.2::: on :addijtion:_xl

cection of road was belng completed to a west~and turmn-arourd

and camperound, waile on the Scoath Rim a fine parking areg wes

being Goveloped in conjunciion with the new scenic trail to
20

-9 Ed
Pulpit Rocke

5t 19 ovidont that Black Canyon labtionol

In retrospoct,
romuient gained sorie benefit from public Works prograis during

the 1920ts, lowovor, it would not be until tho advent of lission

ficent fedoral improvaments

3
¢k
oy
IS
ct
B
(X
o}
=
3
3
[.h

66, two decudes labe
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Lobter, Teoylor to W. ¥. Wilcox, lovenbor 7, 1933; quotod
in Monbrose Doily Preas, lovasber 17, 19332, :

Mack Conyon L£ile, National Apchivess

Lebtom, Kittridge to Taylor, Sopbeniver 20, 192, Blaek
Cenyon file, Hatl nal Archivos. L

Lebber, Kitiridze to Dircctor, October 3, 193l. Black
Conyon Tils, Hational ascu_»Ju. -

eme, Kitiridgze Yo nl sector, Decomber 12, 193h. Rlack

Canyon filo, Hlational ,@chmvcs.

Report by Howerd W, Baker, Resident Landscope AroLitect,
‘\,@Sllf}t 9 \"'. 103 3.935. v-Qb'Ll J:on.l‘}ly R:‘/?OI’.:;’ "‘U. klgv, 3.(}35.

Renort by W, 1
1035. Wi tli

Ul”t, Forcshpy Tnapector, Hovember 8-11,
nt

‘ontlily Report, lovesber, 1935

tlonthly Report, June, 1935, The I 'oauhlj Report listed LO
3 2

mer, Wt a veport of July a5, "36 by Nesident Londscape
Architact J. K. Somerville list 50.

L.andscapo qrcnluect,
»%, July, 1936,

Blacl: Conyen file, Wationol frchives., lMrs. Ijmes was owarded
a conbract on July 1, 1936, "io furnish re"la ond
ISR 24

conmisoaryy supﬂlics, stcey, Lo Goverment @ 10*935 and

-hraona " 1"‘ 7 v f B ! }k e I« b a2 YAI
CUIIC TS e s @ ﬂc orerin O L 18 VOX c&uil LOSTy .
;b"Hi G, WO Wis uﬁ1¢tch fronm ‘esc Vercu “uomv FELY Te -
Blaclz Canyon Lile, lictional Arcirivog.

Report, J. K. Soncrville, delu Resident Landscape frchitect,
July 25, 1936. With lonthly Report, July, 19306.

"nrthly Report, Sopteanbor, 1936.

\tl

Hational APChlVGu. The ormamental signs were to be ono mile
oi Ler side of this entrance road, cullinﬂ attention to the
Fonurient entrancos

Lctter, Varner to Cermerer, Nay 1L, 1937. Black Canyon £ila,

Thid,

Report, FHowawrd Y. Balior, Rogionel Landscape Arcnitoct, liay
19, 1937. With lionthly Report, lay, 1937.

Bleck Cenyon L£ile, Hatlonal Apchlves.

¢ »



18 - Fonthly Reporits, July ond furmst, 1936.
19, = lonthly Repors,; Sepbterber, 1938;

20 - Ibid.
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CHAPIER XI '

VISITORS AIID VISITOR FACILITIES 1933-1955

puring the ecarliest yoars of the Honumoht, as was true

pefore ithe Black Canyon became a natlo%al monuzent, th ere were
5 .

rau visitors, and even fewer faQilitiqs‘for those intrepid souls

who did venture %o the gorgo.l Thé 1nit1al ontrance roads from

north and south wore poowr, the rim roads limited in oxtent and

certainly in qualityj there wore no developed trails, picnic

arceas, °wﬁgroupds, ruseums, roadside exhibits, checling

stationsy overlooks, concession stands, no Park Service

parsonnel~-protectivo, maintenance or interprotive~-and no type

of informational program. \

However, a county road did extond fron U.8. 50 to the South

Rim at epproximately the point where the 1300-foot-long bridge

acrogs the canyon had been pepposed; and by mid=1935 the

construction of trails Lo somo of the overlooks, as well as rim

drives, had commenced.2 In the fall, some uhought begon to be

given to the development of picnlc grounds and campgrounds in

tho Monument. There was a plan (éfawing oe PCG-3001) rogdy in

1935 for a campground and parking area on the llgrth Rim, but 1t
was sweh a crude design that Acting Superintendent Franke |

anticipated bourdsts would not encounter the things they expected

in a campground area, such as restroons, a carobakerts housge,

road spurs for caupsaites, and especlally water. Franke even

que stioned the develo?ment of a campiround "in this aroa,"

observing tbat vorbsws a picnic ground might be more roalistice3

favored the idea of a caupground

Nowevor, ~_»~'1g&«m;‘ TR
: vint



pub felt it should first be devoloped on the South Riny, ond then
Jater one for tho lorth Rim. 4

The yeor 1936 repfosontod Black Canyon'ts firstvperiod of
rcal attention to tourists, even thoﬁgh, as one ranzer ﬁoted,
fthe local pubiic is very slow in comprchending Pafk Service
ideals and purposcseess" TFor tho first time, there were rangers
on duby during this swmior, onc on each rim. Among their assigned
auties wore "conducting visitors to places of intercst in the
ronument, " giving informative talks, regisbering ond imparting

information to visitors, and doing rescarch vork on the llonumentts

Along the road in tho vicinity of Pulpit Lock a registration
tent was set up, vhero the South Rim ranger contacted many
visitors; aad a trail was built out to Pulvit Rock (= "Scenie
Point o 1") in fugust. Dospito the Hérth Rim ranger!'s cosment
that "Porhops it will be o natter of vears bvefore The nwnbor of
vigitors who want explanations of natural phencmena or who want
to romble over tha rocky slopes and climd in and out of the
camyons, will be such as to necossitate naturalist and guide
service, " both rangers took visitors to view the canyon sighbs,
and the ¥orth Rim ranger even conducted a party of six dowm to
the river,

Iany slgns were pubt up along the Scuth Rim, including 18
nwivered and placed 2t scenlce pointse. Towards the cond of the 
year Digtrict Foroesber Jack Barrouws recormended thatb "sigas
unich indicate the spocles of various trocs and ﬁlants along
the trails and also toll of interesting feabures night holp
peoplo rcalize a decper appreciation of .the aroa;"é Barrows

L e

n
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also suggested tho poosibility of developing a traill into the
canyon, since pcople vore elready chowing interest in such a
facilitvye

Harls Yarner was hopofMl at this time that theo South Rim
road could be ox ended to High FPoint, whore the view would be
My magnificont and thrilling climax to the drive dowm tho
canyoneees ' Ho visualized the development at High Point of a
cmzr-)ground and picnic grounds among the pinyons, as wsll é.s a

park hoadquarters cnd Yany other development where trecs and
shade a.l;e desirable corsj.derations.o7 |

Warner was also an oxponent of trails, .zmd indeod it was
in largo moasv;re &io o his urging in 1935 that the short ’;rails
from the road to overlooks had beon starteds © theoy would "make
it easy for womten and children to rore oasily see the canyone"
e fupbher visualized the development of a longer trail from
Kigh Point to Warnor Point and along the ﬁm beyond to Red Rock -
Conyon, an easy trail down into the canyon, and o more difficult
conyon trail which would proceed down Echo Canyozw%and terminate
just'below the Narrowsessee. Miaprvelous as the Black Canyon is,
no one can Ltruly aiapreciate its grandeur wntil he has ceen it
from the bottom."

A sign had been made for the registration ftent which said
"Stop = Please Register," and it must have md S0 ini‘lgonce '
in 1936, On the Ssouth Rim in June, 608 people were rogictered,
1038 in July, and 3336 in Aﬁ{_:;tiét; In July on the llorth Rix thore
were 217 visitors r"ecorded. and 501 £ c‘aming Lfuruste With no‘
pienic grounds, canpgrounds, or conicossion sbands avallable
in 1936, those Tew tourlsts who lingered overnight were,

e e
1
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incly onougk, furnighed touts and neals by tho road
conshruchion IiCss hall operator.

thon the counting was complebed for the lionumentts "fivst

yoar (19363 of custodial probection and regulated registration,”

thoro had been 1833 people and 1536 cars. 3y the end of 1537

the rweer of anmual vigiters increased to 10,000

3

=)

fn eppealing inncvation from the standpoint of touriusts wvas

the boginning of mrall-geale muscouwn displeays in 1937. A

~ngtion tonbt was set up on the

- -~ 1} .“ " > L]
reglisis Yorth Lim %hisyear (in addition

to the one on the South Rim), and the Horth Rim ranger in July

starsed displeying iteums of visitor interest thero, beginning with

roclis and Indian rolics and then naldng a modsl of the Black

in three steges of erosgion. Tho Scuth Rin ranger soon

it with exmibits ab his veglstration toni. Although

tors complained at the laclk of camppround and picnicking
racilities, they did seem bo rolish the musculs displays, which mostb

stopped o see. And despite appropriate facilities, they
did incvoasingly picnic, 102 Bbeing reported as eabing Lhelr

picnic lunches on the Horth Rin in Julye
Thants bto %he individual efforts of the onument rangers, the

yuscws displays inereased in scopo in succeeoding surzors. In

1938 the "susewss' were manned every day, cither by the rangers

or by their wives, and visitors started contributing itoms for

c=hibition. On the Horth Rim the ranger was nelring a "new
building® to house the ruscun displyses

Tn addition to manning their rogistration tents and ruscun

exhibite, the rangers bogan glving talles outsido of the Honuwment

in 1937 and continucd Lo conduct parties throush tho IHormuicnt.

1
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pancer took six partvies down to tho rivor in July

e ifo?r th Rin

1937, ag a caso in point. During Soptomber of 1638, os uwell

!

of
ac con be agcerbained, the first canpfire progrars wers presentod
in the Fonument, on the South Rim, and boeouso of thelr "great

quecess, ' plans verse riade to conbinue thoso profrais the nexb
8

yoal tsocauso of the wonderful support given them this jyear. "

Roush pienic grounds had been doveloped for both rirg in

nd were proving very popular. But there were of cource,

-

O

W
(@]
o]

s 3

iving accomxodations avoilable, ond tourlists
ring about such facilities. It was to be

i
o070 Sthan ten years until this shortcorilng was poriedieds

1939 started out with a Hang, the monbth of lay showing the

largest travel evolr pecorded for that month during the lonwsontts

4ho lormoment hosted its largest group

hissorye £nd on June 23,

in history, wkon the ctabe Stock Growers sssociation hold a

progran on the South Riw, attonded by reorly 500 poople in 101

cargse It reoquired tho seprvices of the tuwo rangors, oight boy

scoubs, and two highway pabrolmen to tale cEpe of tho needs of

tris crovuds

In Juno the Morth Rin riscuwn, nearly cor nletec, was opoen to

tho public, with bullding repairs delaying the opening of the

ruseun on the Sovth Rim until July. Hany visitors stopred to

view the displays, which on the North Rim the ronger described -

as "...ono of the bost of its kind in this section of the country,

Uerd of these Meolrg-it-yourself

-
i

not without a 1littlc prejudice.

ruscuns travoled far and wide, including to the Chief of the H.P.S

luseum Division, who, afier learning that the Tlorth Rim wes noking

-
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no charge for house trailers. llowever, Carmerer rogue

o | o Yok

plaas to onlargo it s‘rlscum, oxprossed somo inborrorative
constO?nation:v "o would 1ike to bo informed as to whiat has
alveady been accorplished in musoun exhibition, typo of building,
and what plans ore now undor way for o:-‘pu.don."9

Ths rancors had instituted short talls at thoelir muscums for

"3

chis vear, as well as continmuing to conbact pcople along

c.\.
9]

decd, In mgust

5

the rim roads and conduct rimsrogd coravans.

of 1939 Zhere wag a fairly good public inforrntion program in
! -~

eraiion. Seven hiking Srips werce conducted, with U5 people;

1
- .

elpht ruseum talls were given for a total of 96 visitors; there

werc thres ca_l;i*o talks (with an atiendance of 35), fiveo
lectures given outside of the Nonuuent {40 nearly 300), and a

total of 1929 visltors € ot the two rmsoums (ouu of the 2601
people who reglstered in the Konumeﬁt this month). The oub=—of-
vomuient talks night be considered & waste of menpower, but one
the Horth Rin ranger delivered to the Lions Clubd of Hobtchlkiss
influenceé this organ niz at;on to push for funds to consitruct &
ndw approach road bto the Horth Rine

On Fobruary T, 19ho,vthe Dopartment of the Interior

established an armual feec of 507 for each automobile’mnd.notorcycle

“w
e
ct
oy

Canyon Naticnal Fonument the following season

entering Black i
asted that the

»

inavguration of ths eatrancs foo he deferrod Mmsil further advice.

To no ono's sweprlso, 194 0 wag the lo umoqt's beot trevel yoar

to dibe. DIy scasonl's end, 13,289 poople had vigited the area,; an

£,

incroase of Lll.6j over 1939; end the figure of 6,613 for iugust

roprezontod the greatest travol month in tho Honureis 's b"uuo“yo

.
.

114
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ﬁortn R.m approach road was improved this swmiors. The uouuh

Rim O.l’lVO had beon comploted by Aug ~ust, end "alroady vigitors are
Copm'! jmenting on this new road oxtension and ibts oub standing
Tho renpoers woroe busy leading cuto caravans

sconic pointag."”
fire tal lfs (115 people attonded

o1t in Juno alone)s g,lv:mr' cop

the canyon

(cig

jn June), taling parties into
¢ many "3nfornal talks in connoc

govcn in June), marning

the museuns and providin, tion with

the historical, archacological, and geologl cal phasos of the
porkeess” The lorth Rim rangor even conducted parties to ‘the
Tndian ciup sites ot the nort zroct ond of tho onurent, \':hile
the South Rim rangoer had begun a horbairima of lonuaent vegetation.

the latbor part of tbe 193018, & campg
bub in Hay of 791;.]_

Daring round of sorts

had finally been developed on the South RJ.M,

wag constructed, with pestroons, grills, tables

a noevw Ccart ground
and benches, away from the rim at Lions spring. 7The old camp-
ground was thon changed to & pienic ared onlye G-mpfive lecvures

wero Lrequently smor, in addition

presented on both rims this swm
o mony other rangoer sorvices; and it wes concludoed thet visitor
- /

11 uere th

contacts in mugust of 19l ¢ groatost for any month in

the Nonument's oxistences
slass display cases had been

in which some of the exhi oi’cs hod ‘been placod,

elief model showing

AL the South Rim musow,
constructed, and,
by curmser?ts end o plaster T how crosion had

formed tho conyon and explaining the aifferens poological
formations had beon copleted, There yore also on displeay
flowora of tho Lionumont. % uag roported that a high percentape
were stopping at the hmgeuns. ' For

of tho lonuaent vigitors

-

e
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ausuck, it was estimated that 4000 of the 5000 contacts mado on
+ho South Rim had boen accomplished at tho musewns. The rangers
ad many porsonal contacts with tourists, and each contact reputed

mincluded a brief history of the conyon giving its major geological

abtroctions and answering vaorious questions concerning tho flora

5T
and fauna of tho arca." A conducted ranger hike to Varner Point
wvas re ’ sorted this surmer, thourh there may have been such rangor
hikes.to arner Point in past yeors as well.

Yost of the 19L1 visitors (709) wero from ocut of state. This
was in large ricasure to bo the last time this would be true until
after World War IT$ | |

Hot only travel patterns changed cduring tho War, but also
lonument personnel, and interest in sroviding visitor services.
Althoupgh a2 ner exhibit on tfeé ring@was prenared for the South Rim
ruseunt in 19h2, the Horﬁh Rim musecun was dismantled end its display
roved tb tho South Rim. However, tho Horth Rimvrangcr did mainbal
terporary wa ilsido exhibits of rocks, fiowors, and shrubs. The
South Riwm museuwn romained unmanned rnost of the 19i12 summer, since
it was agsumed that the oxhibits were self-cxplanatory; and it too
wos dismantled when the season cinme to an end in October, the |
permanent exhibits being cabalogued and storeds This in reality .
represonted the end of ruseum exhibition at Black Caﬁyon until
the eved of HISSION 66. To be sure, those ranger "musowis" had
nevor beon'oﬁ a grondiose and sophisticated scole, but théy did.
play a significant part in éroviding an educational facility for
tourists during the HMonmumentt!s first decode.

Wachington offlcials this first swrmer of tho Var hdd been

urging tho publié to cut down on plcasure trips, and the positive

R

1
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poaction wag reflected jn lonuent visitation, dom L9.l5 in

Juno, 63.1% in August. Those who did coriec to tho South Rim

usuelly visited Pulpit Rock and ther lefte. Howéver, in July the

soubh Rim ranger concluded that he had personally contacted nboutb

3/l of tho visitors who did enbter the lonument pnd had condwe ted

parties ©o the various ovorlooks when atboendance varrantede

In 1943, btravel was domm 65.35 over the previous year, and

only the borest services, including raintenance, Woro being

provided. The Uoprth Rin entrance road had become 30 bad by

the beginning of the 191, season thab one ranger cormented it
6

mag like going Lo Ileaven. It was hera to get there but fine

aftor you got there.” The 19h) travel figure, LY the way, fell

16435 below 19113,

Thea in 1945 visitation began $0 pick vp. The iar cone to

an ond, & now brochure on the Vonuriont vas pub out, and travel

90% in August over the year before, 1119 in Sepbtenber,
? 7 5 2

though nost visitors woreo 41311 coming only %o bthe South Rima

In the spring of 19116 the Hontrose Charber of Cormieics put up
piciuring ' o0
ST

a highuay sign the HRlack C.nyon, and this oppavently

cncouraged visitabtion. By 1947, therc wero nany visitors

again--Aujust travol -exceedod all provious Auzust figures with

7323 people at the South Rim--and unifor:ed persomol wore again

contacting the tourists, providing suggestions "as to the best

views, best places to tako photographs, ad $nf ornabion concerning

geologye" Hany visltors Were "enided to parts of the lHonumerb

which visitors do not cec unl ess accorpanicd.” In addition to

over-0ll incroased visitation, tho number of pooplo canpim

wag on tho incroasec, 80 that by July of 1949 thore wero 199
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campers roportod, up L0 ovor tho samo month in 198, South Rin
{ A

3
~

carpground facilitles were being secverely cbiticisoed, and
consequently new firopldcos and tables woro undor construction
this surmier. Recorded travel figurcs for Septcmbof of 1249 wero
up 52.59% over the 1940 Septenber, and at this, it wos concluded
hat only about half of the Colorado repeat-visitors (s 759 of
the out-of~state visitors) wore bothering to reglstors

Probably one of the fifst important improvenents in vigitor

acilities following tho War was the opening of a concession

‘_b

"Rim Fouse™) at Pulpit Rock on the South Rim by the

I

stand (

vochs of Honbrose in June of 1950. The rim house did q:nly a

fair business its firct surmertl but did aid the Park Service

by urging visitors to register while they wore &b bthe Fonurent s
Pusiness was boblcr the next yoar; and the concession employoes
Miore rost obliging this season and alded the Pork Sorvico a |
great deal by acting as an infomation conter." Someono In
Region 3 questioned this function of the concessioner, bub
cuporintondent lfusbawm pointed out that "you can't spread the
1O hr per woek reg. service of a séasonil ranger bto nest the
public domand of tho 7 da. pr weck, doylight hours btravel

schodule of visitors, and concessioner cooperation has proven

) beneficial.t? In Jone, 1952, a new gas range and rOfPlFG"“tOP

were added to the Rim House kitchen equipment, "which hag greatly

deceraased the food sani ‘atwon problezte .

13

Canpground fecilities continued to ba improved, und n

fusust of 19851 over~-night carocrg had shoun o threo-fold incroase

ovor 19503 thore wore 500 at Lions Spring comppround during July

— ) s

of 1952, 851 in July of 195h. ' .
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toanwihiilo, attontion was again boing givon to public contact

and jinborprotive aspects of the Honumont's operation. Rangors

goro conducting parties dowm to the bottom of the canyon once

roro, though in smollor mubors then beforo the wapy in June of

1551, tho South Rim registration booth was repaintod and repaired.

on Scpvasber k=5, 1952, Park Hatiuralist Don Uabuon from licsa
vordo visited both rims to look into possiblo exhibits for
intovpretivo use; Roglonal liaturalist Hath Dodge was in the
ommont on Sgptezszor 23 to inspect proposed sites for wayside -
oxhibits and self-guiding nature trails; and in October Supeor=-
intondent Rose visited the area to study wayside oxhibig

teb &

nossibilities on both rims.

0n tho ovo of MISSIOW 66, in 195k, there woro nany
cccompligments of direct interest to visitors. Construction
bosan on a f£ine new Horth Rim campground in the pinyons near
Cuam View. On the South Rim, work cormenceod on the newr paved
sniranco road from U.S, 50 to Bostwick Park, Lho contract held
Y the Scimidb Construction Compauy; ond this road wos ready
Lor "ouri_s'cs, thoush not as yet paved, in Septembéx'. The North
2in enkbrance road was also be'ing improved (though not paved) at
“nin %3no, and a wayside exhibit was put up thero in Lugugte '
fra%h fdnm treils to Codar Péint and Painted Woll were corpleted
ia 317.:/; the Sunsect Point trail in Aususte The following June
“7.4 rivelo trail to tho lorth Rimts Chasm View Point was well
ORI oY . .

4 tho begimning of the 1955 geason the picnic grounds on

“ 4 fmbth Rim were cleared of tables and fireplaces, cand the

P H . F L] » ') 1’ . N . .
piente prounds oquipment brought to the canpgrouna Lions Spring.

e I T T T T R A
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M addéition was mado to the -Soubth Rinm concecsion stend in Junc,
antd the Ionumont's Tirst rangor naturalist hod prepared an
oxnibit of rocls, wood, and flowers for the registration booth.

The lorth Rim's Cha sm View circle itrail was completed and tho

Norrows Overlook trall started in Julyj and the oiling of the

Cede e

entranco rozd up to Bostwick Park accomplicheds

Tpayvel for 1955 was up 1l.35 over 195hL, with 1.8 states and
18 countries reprosented by 57,205 visitors, a congiderable
increase over'the first voar of record two deccades bofore, when
there had been b833 touri shs., Bub in July of 1955, fifteen cars

moinicth
gob stuck on a muddy StPObCD of road neer the South R.rhenuvance
g hecavy raing, indicabing that des )1te the mnany Lmprovenents
in visitor facilities ond services during the Mpnument's history

to 1956, there un i1l nuch remzining to Le accomplishedd

PR
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REFEREICES

"2 - luch of the followxnﬂ account has becn based upon the
various ronthly roports for Dlack Canjyon, unlesgs otheruige

indicatode.

2 = Roport, Howard Doker to IT.P.S. Chief Anchitock, August 9-10,
19353 with llonthly Report, August, 1935,

3 - Lettoer, Dpanlte to Diroctor, October 10, 1935, accompnying
Drowing llos BCG=300), Black Conyon f£ile, Ilational
Archlvess

ly = Lotter, Vint to Demaray, October 19, 1935. Black Canyon
file, Hational Archives. 4

5 - Memo Tor tho Secretary of the Interior, Jonuary L, 1936,
Black Canyon file, MNatlonal Rrchives,

6 - Repord, Jack S. Barrows To Superinbendent, no date bub
’ probebly Deceanber, 1936, Bleclk Canyon file, ilational’
Archiveses :

7 - Lotter, Warner to Caxmerer, July T, 1936; Letber, Warner
to husboum, Ocbober 26, 1936, Dlack Canyon Ll1e
Nabional Archives.

8 - The first two canpfire progranms were prosented in Septenibers -
Fonthly ROQO“U, September, 1538,

9 - Lotbtor, Hed J. Burng to Musbawm, Septenber 13, 193% ‘Blask
Canyon i1l 1o, Laclon“l Archives. :

10 ~ lMemo, Black Canyon file, Hational Archives.

11 = 7o moke business matbers worse, tho conccasion stond uas
robbed just thres days before closing for the soasons

12 - lionthly Report, September, 1951,
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CHAPTER XII

11£JOR AUD NINCR OPERA DTOIAL PROPLEIS: Grazing,
yunbing, and Vater Pro curesent; Acciden Ls,‘Illdllfc,
TFiro rrcitection, Progpecting, Vondalism,
end Opnher Violatlons

In o siall Hational Park servics unit, oporaticnal probleng

in geon2ral &re 1inited; and Shig fortunotoly has-beon the situation

at Dlacli Canyel througli the yoarse Perhaps the most bothersome
il hunting, and the procurenont

¢ have involved grazing,
wildlife mansgement,

such as acczdents,hxlrc protection,
other law violationse
Swazinct nefore the esbablishment of the lonument in

1933, of cource, thgro had boon grazing of cattle

horsss, in the brushland on either rim. Since the new

Honxian bouuﬁaries wore not initially fenced, it was inevitable

that sach grazing would con inue, despite tbe foct that on the

lorth Rin, at eny “&u@, a "no stock grazlng’ sign was nluced

along the entrance road jJust outside the houndary in 19;6.

T5 is hard to alter old understandings, a8 evidenced by
the f~ct that in 1936 the man who ran sheep on the &3 Gates

sabe 1ends bordering the North Rim boundary considered tholb

mavas

his mange boundary oxtbended right to the rim itself, and the
ranger was keeping hin out of this righfful range.z The ranger
arused when in Septanbel the sheep horder

was understandably
wp on the North Rim

aslzed hin Low zoon the Park Service work

tie ranger uould stay avound after that
ile bo"oud the boundary

would =lose and if dotee

At thiz time there wsr'e J0R0 700 snccp an

along upper Criurz lv Gulche
Conplicabting the girozing situatlon was the fact thot within
the ommoent itsclf btuere was private grazing 1and, though the
[
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act aziount uas comawnat in gquostione Tor oxad nle, on June 30,

there wore 755.09 acres of (w2 ing

ox
1938, it was ostmmatod that

1and'within tho lionument (= "alion la and"), whereas this land wag

proportod as coriprising only 157.L0 acres on liovaaber 8 of the

sarie your, deépité the fact that during this interval no private

rad been 3
Wana.exg addod to tho Fonurient holdingge

The grazing pressure varied from year Yo yoare In Hay of

1937 the sheepmcn WOI'C bold to koep their stock off the lionument,

as a consaquencc of this admonition tho winker of

end pernaps
grazing on the South Rimj and the vcgotﬂt*on was

1937-238 saw no |
The South Rim i
|

in excellent condition the follouing springe.

strict policy was nob apnreciated by everyonoed To wib,

[ 9]

ranger!

the Black Canyon Cowm4tteo of the jonirose Charber of Cormerco

et with hinm on June 29, 1938, to discuss tho grazing sibuation,

asking that he bo less etrict in enforcing grazing prife rules,

"aue to tho fact that the lMonument is not complehe and beconso

Lytle, wvho owns adjoining property, had been 80

nS

-ir. Douzlas
cooperatlive.
The following year grazing activity had increasecd to the
extent thav the rangers folt rin patrolg were essontial.6
During the war years protec Live vigilance was reduced, and
In Juns of 1943, as a caseo in

£inally

crazing encroachment 1ncre sed.6

point, 600 shoep werd found grazinﬂ on the Souvh Rim,

being removed after a discussion with the omer end the arrival

of the Superintcendent from ltosa Verdo. Throughout the next

swmer, with nany boundery signs down, the lonument area Was

overrun by cattle. In 1915, some horses Were runn¢ 10v30 on

+ne Scuth Rim, and in early fall the ranger spent ruch of his tine
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chasing off cattle. Over the winter of 19L5-16 shecp grasod
githin the Fommant, and throughout 1946 cabitle, shoep, ond
worsos were found trespassing. It was cstimated thét about 25
horses and 25 cottle were loose on the.South Rim at this time,
with sheon on the lierth Rim. Signs woro kﬁocked over 2nd rubbed
Soutly Rim
pgoirst by the cows, and on one occasion thoAho dquarters
building was invaded and the roof damaged. The band cf horses
had to be chased out of the area two or throe times dailye
Tourict visitation bogan o incrcase in 1947, which in
turﬁ inC”:"SGJ orchblems assoclated with livestocz Tregnl3se.
In June sheop woro let into the Lions Spring enclosure {on

£ ouner Saadburg), desy te & "keep out" sicn Lo probtect

crdzyrs ©
the South Nints "wator supplys"” The sheep wore 2lgo wondering
about in the campground, ruch to the dlsway of campors who made
g, mumber of verbal complainta, Twice the sheep nerder had to
be warnod o remove hig animals from tho public orea (though in

reality this "public srea was in private onarsain), The

Soubn R»m panger esbimated that in July of 197 the South Rim
carporound wag in 1ts “orst condition ever due to shoep
activity." Catile wore clso & nuisance Shis ysar, continuing
to damape signs ond cause a road hazard, On the North Riry.
stocloaen had fenced off pasture land at both ends of the
momument, which helped alleviabe the tressass problen somewhatbe
lowever, choe pogsibility that the Gabtes land which surrounded
reeh of the iorth Rim night be sold to shoep moen aroused‘
consilicrabls consternation on the part of the Paric Scrvicce

In 1948, thanks to the cooperation of sheep ouners, thers

wag riintual sheep beezspass; bub cattle grazing increasad,

s
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especially into the 1950ts

mia patiera of sboek trespass, in varying degrees, was to

contimc until the Tonument boundaries wore ferced in the early C.

e

196015. The nmain offenders becamo cattl a, which wvith increasing
sourd st uravel represented a groving hazard on the rim roadse
There wos invariabkly a sméll hord in the Lions Spring carprround
incouvori siclng compers and generally wreaking haveoe with
vut cgain it rmst be‘re'smbcreu that the copground
welly on private land, Cabtle also wandered through the

North Rim hsadguarters ares bubt not in thal Rint's carpground, to

fantine: Iewsing is always a pobentisl problem in ong

haticna2l Tark Service arveu bub osnecially cno like Dlock Cenyon

FR AL AN FAFIEEE 2O Y -

where for yoors the Lounderies were poorly mox lzed, pertions of
the lfonument were not readily accessible by patrol, ond prcuectwve

persennel were feow in numbers if oven aveilable, Also, the

lorurent was go small that geme anirmals vhich wicht be proteocted

within its boundaries recdily wendered cubside and wore lioble

to bc killed. Indesd, during the Monument'!s first yeor the
custodian, Clifforé L. /nderson, coriplained to the

1imited extent .of the Monumenb nade it gifficuld
Aeaslstant .
to krke core of game probeciions /\Dircctor Conrad Wirth cochoed

Direccior thabt the

the same sentiment in 1637 when he wae insisting on an Increase

in the sizo of the Honumcnt.;o

mhe rost flagrant dstected hunting wiolotions take ploce in

he 211, when bunters are oub in the surrounding country during

v

tre regular stoto bunting secason. For nonay ysars tho Fornument has

haG somgone on auty during this poeriod to patrol the area for
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violations, and periodically "Ho Huntdng ~" girns have boen pocstod.

Tor em*mle, in September of 1636 zuch gifng Werc placcd on rcles

miles wesbward from Gm_'mlv Gulch on tho Herth

and trees for two
g The nain

Rir, as well as onc on the lorth Rim en:ranco roads

., of course, is tho mule decr; tut in the nid-Thirties

gao aniral
12’

thore Was Scrie rc"" onal hunting of sape hense

paring tho auzior of 1939 the gamo populabion wais up in

the ronunent, atiracting p nwoachera; and 1t was nocessary nob only

to ¢rive the rim roads lai te at night but also visis oublying

parts of the omrient to discourage ponchiiide The Horth Ria

panger in August £t had to worn several hunbors who Wooo close to

+he bowndary and tvinod over to the game wardon throd el who had

~ber both the North snd South Rin rangers

satsh along the boundaries "Jus to tha

ansing adjacent to the aves, "5

ot surprizingly, Suring the World VWer Il ; eriod when 1w b

wras vationsd and porsonel e s limited, poaclhing incrohldl. I

countueacl this, the Sou 1 Rim ranger wes wads a8
16

ganie werden in June of 19L2e >Pper WIS WOrking

@

A govermment L

cround the Forth Rim toundsry thila susmier Db, &

by the ranger, &ss sured Lm that he wouldnt!v bwop within the
}:onw;c»;nt.l? : . : ’
Phere werse rany sipns of hunting on the Forth R m, CUring

0

tho sutuwrm of 19'0,3;18 door LWl erg Word vothersome on the South

rell, 19 ond the ronger thewrs Was made a sbate
outh Rim

Rin the folilowing I

N

dcpu‘cjr gane warden;ao snd in et rl) Octobor ¢f 19L5 tho S

spont most of 145 bime keoping off deer T
21 N ray Yo e T b:, 2 t
Doring Gctober ths nex

ranger anpors, bhen woved
to the Ilorth Rim to patrol that sido.
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|

yoar tho Lorth Rim rangor used a little strabtoly by coning to
the 1 "onuronu for pmwroWling on an crratic gechodule "MoeeoB80 the

hunters would not lmow for sure just whon the ranger would show

up." Towever, he noted, "most of tho people that I hove scon in

the couniry mnting do not want to hunt on tho nomrieat, not

afvoald of ro bub that they uant to
22

that thoy woro aoo that there

n

will aluays be dcor in that regione

©— With the foncing of the llomuwont, and the inauguration of

t in the vicinity of the South Rin,

-pound pcrconnol at leas

¥o axy

unting has periaps bacome less of a problem in the spaveled

portlon of the honuﬁenu. Houever, sporision still undoubbedly

enter the Uonvﬂnnu at ibs more inaccessible boundﬁﬂlcs, I:nowwno

or Lot knowlng that hunting is protlbiteda uevaral jears ago I

qpprehendod a bou-%ndwarrow deer hnnter in the vicinlty of Red

@ck Canyo %anded, from the
inagisted he

3uniper uoodland elong the boundary but who ins
amd a local pancher cormented

n who fl.c..d ju“t ’cr'u'med douny orm

pinyon-

had not mmbed within the Lonumente
——.‘-’1—"."
thing wrong with shooting & decr or two

that he coculdn't see any
ed that the

in tho onument 2d] acent bo his land and rogrobd

vice didn't feol the somo Wae

Hgtional Park Ser
£ eside to protect a

WUater Procurcrent? For a.monumenL se

rlver conyon, it secns rﬁdlculous that one of the mna jor opcrationdl
problers has involvad procuring water for doraesbic 1sGe put the

15 a long ways awoy; and the

Gunnison Rﬁvor water, of coursce,
Rim and

Lions Spring on tho South

lonuﬂentiv two riajor S prings,
Poison Springs on the llorth Rin, produce only 1imited, ond nobt

very palateble, wator, and in addition both were initially on

L ..1l'r.. s . ll- .l - I1Ii - - s Il- | Em

privabe londe .

m e e
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‘The Horth Rim renger found a gpring on Ted Mliynts land whi
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In 1936 when boundary extensions werc boing loolkoed Invo,

n23

ono of the considorations involved "the necd of a waber supply.
hat swaier Yark Worner, on bohalf of the lNontrose Chambor of
Cormercota Black Conyon Cormitbtee, reported to the llational Park

servico that this cormittes had an option on tho use of Lion's

ring end even purchass rights for "a limited btime! and was

(ol

(W53

ting Tfor Yen adjudication of uatev rights relative to the

wal
cprings on tho ‘north' rim frou wh'? c¢h we have boen obtaining
wabor for that side of the monumcnt.a."d”' Tho year provious |
thero hod beon no indication that the ouner of the Poison Springs
1ond had eny interest in solling it 325 and Superintendent Iuabaun |
of liesa Verdoe, @ at any rabte, was not optimistic about depending
upon elther spring, noting thab L:LOI'IS Spring periodica l’y‘ &Gried |

up and that only by purchasing all of the Horth Rin sheep langd

..

could those springs be obtained. Ho felt 2 betier solution
26
would be to domend upon catclmente By the woy, Huobounls

observation about the springs dryingg up proved pi opheuicl

du

The visitors were not hoppy about the waber situabion in

1937, ond many who reolly wished to camp for the night did not

do so because of lack of this particular facilitye 27 Towever,

r

things looked up momentorily in July of 1937 for both Tinse
ich

vould reputedly furnish all waber necossary bo’ch for headquarters
and a campground, at no costs The ranger reported ho was vorking
on a plan for piping the water and wus finnlizing an agreecnent

with Allyn. I1leanvhile, on the South Rir1 the ranger had found a
likely sourco of wabter in tho draw below tho old work camp, tlo

wator lovol oatinated at only eipht foet below the surface; ond

-



Op Problens - 8
/192

Agsistent Superintendent I'ranite had authorized tost drillinge.

TFron nceither vonture did any solution to the wuabter probleﬁ

A8 the 1938 tourist soason began, tbe éouth Rim spring was
running well, and it was anticipated that it would supply the
sumier s demonds without any additicnal water hauling.29 Iater
in tho year, Douglag Lytle began thinking in terms of creating
a

a tourist dovelopmont on his land around the spring and visuallized

oin

2]

awvay with "$ho unsightly pond at the spring" end pumping

(Sp]

130

stock water into watoring troughs out of sight of the tourists.’
lothing, of course; cmue of This schenmo.

A new tuist to solve the water problen for the MHonument was

'HAc P4VK chvc
ventured by EEEEs \B 938.31

bo obbtained from Peison Springs for both rims (2000 gallons a

Tk :
5 felt that perhaps water couvld

jay)e By this time the manager of the Gabes Estabe, upon whose
land Poisnon Springs was 1oc&ted, wés no longer interested in
civing the government water rights but nigh t 211l thene Mean-
unile, Representative Teylor, in going th:ough the lHontrose
County records, found "perpebtual cascments for the construction
and raintenance of a pipe line from the Poison Springs arca
across the iantervening lands'to tho Honumcnt...."32 usbaun’
€2 hoped that he could iﬁterest Williay T» Crant of W.
Grant and Company, MNew York, in purchaging the land on the
Soutn Rin vhich included Lions 8pr1n3.33 It was just as uoll
t£hat the purchase failed to go “through, since by the next surmer
Iiona Spring had become useless for drinking purponos, due to the
prolongod dry wedl 13?.3u

Dy curly 1910, the Gates Bstate wanted $50,000 for
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approximately 25,000 gallong per day, uhlch the National Pork
servico conapldored "heyond roasons” Fe S ilotchiziss, Waler

of lontrose Counbty, suggesbted condormation of

35

Co-rmisecioner

waser for domsstic purposeS.

Thero had slgo been discusaion about obbaining dore stic
» from the Cunnison River 2t River ?ortal;B6 Tho -Iiontrose

WaATCe

to cooperato in purmping

wunbor Uscrs Associatlion was willing
rvicoe would make arrangesionts

wgaber from the dam, if the parlise
with the Commissicrer of Negclamation to obtain the acuns of
vaber necdod. Also, for several years actual consideration had

ven to obtuining water from the Gunnison River uithin

37

i
seen GL

CA

the Monunienta

™

In o lebtter of April 2, 1940, the National Park Service

nsideration to the vorious pogsibilitiese

Senicr Eaginoer gave conls

38

sssonbislly, he felt thab 1% was impossible ab ths mouont to
intellipently because of

~3al informabtions In the

t which wator wgst be.

.

1

veessapprooch tho subject
the complete lack of cgsen
first plece, the locatlons
delivered have not boen deb wined, nor is sufficient
informiction available to eshimatbe wubat tho probable
volume roquired will be at the various points of usSCe

1t ig poscible thab there will be a heodquarters in

the vicinity of Jones Swurlt, with a sbtation possibly
in the vicinity of the loop nodar she locotion of the 4
Lorth Rirm Road Camp. It is also possible that a supply -
of water will be necogsary for concessions in the
vicinity of the location of the South Rim Road Compe

.
a
a
(&
3

son Springs waber, the seniors Engineer

with respect to Pol
that a pipe

noted that it wes sufficiently high in elevation SO
1ine could be carried from the Liorth Rim doun into the canyon
and to the Jones Swmit proposed headquarters arca Yyrith

adequatoe pressure at this point."39 on tho other hand, if

waater werc obtainod fron tho river within the lonuniont, it

would be necessary to have a purp in the.cmmyon =nd & generatoar

1
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ot hoadquarters to provide oeloctric power for the pwnp. Ho
recognized that a "certain amount of water is probably svailable"
}rom Lions Spring, but this might not be sufficient for the
needs of the South Rim Road Camp and.might have to be supple=-

monted with water piped from the propcsed headquarters arod.

procuring water from the dom ot Rast Pordal would require a

ryory difficult and long pipcline® to the South Rim headquriers

hen acrogs canyon to the FHorth Rim, or a pipe 1line

N

within tho conyone. In swmaryl

areca ond ¢

veossIt is anpavent that the delivery of wator to the
pooper points will be both @liliculd and expensive,
rogardlezg of the scurce of supply. In ordor to
evalunte the various systems, and to debormine whlch
ons is the noat cconomical in the long rn, it is
necossary to rmako an enrineering study of the various

- problems. It dees nod appear advisable to gpproach
tho Dureau of Reclazm tion before atudies have proved
thet the supply from the East Portal is.really the
nmost satisfoctory. .

In May of 1940 the waber system on the South Rin was

finally reported as Min good condition, " and with the cistern

and "one hundred gallon tanks which wo now have the waber

problen is about settled.“ho And in a sense the wabter problem

was bemporarily "aboub sebtled, " for during the next decads

the Momument springs proved sufficient for the water nesdse

During the surmier of 1951 tourist travel was on the

increase, and 1t again became necesdsary 0 haul in water for

the‘South Rim from Montrose, at a cost of 1¢/gallon which

included truclk operation, cost of tho waber, and personal

bl Wabter was hauled during this swmwor, but until

latoe the noxt summer it was possible to use Lions Spring water.

Then tho South Rim cistern was filled up with water fronm

in a S00~gallon tonk-loaned by Colorado Hational

servicese.

T'ontrose, haled

i
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nonumont.ug Desplto grandiose schcmés to tho contrary, from
this time to the present the Monument's water supply for both
rims has depcnded upon hauled water, stored in large tankse. Tor
exarple, during the tourist season of 1955 about eighteen tanks

of wator wore brought in to the South Rim,u3 with clorax or

chlorine put in for purification.

Solutions to the wabter problem continued to Le explored.
In 195k the two lionument rangers and tﬂaké of Deglta méde a
wvater condition survey of the North Rimuu, and in August of
the same year a spring was located in Red Canyon with flow
strong enough to £i1l a signlnch Pl ne.uslnovitably, the extent
o0 which permanent developnients can be feqlized at Black Canyon
Hational MNonwsent hinues, in large neasure, on the adequacy of

the water supply, however obtained.

Accidents end Rescues: It is amazing that in a canyon area

of preat potential denger, accidents through the yoars have been
of onlj ninor congequencs,as has been true of resCle 6perations.
Early in the development of the Black Canyon area the
ontrose County Conml ionors put in gome one ~inch 1ron-nlpe
guard rails at some of tho South Rim overloorﬂ.u In aucit¢on to
these guard rails, several "Unsafe" signs had been posteds Then
in l9h3 a rock wall was built at the South Rimt's Chasm VLGM,M?
followed by more walls in subsgecuent years. put in the main the
various overlooks were inadequotely protected until very
rocently. The cwesone depths apparently encouraged a certain
caution on the part of slghtsecers, rosulting in a commiendable

and indeed anazing safeby record. Apparontly no ono has over

been killed in a fall heres
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Accidents at the I'onument, thus, have beon of a minop
nature. In Juno of 1941 a lorth Rim visitor rccoived deop cubs
from a rock dislodged while be was clinbing.ua Cn Juno 15,
196, tho rangoer had to go into the canyon to assist out a
nan and hig wife who had gone in with too nmuch stuff end not
enough’stamina.u9 In the £all of 1952 a gf&vcl truck backed
into a tourist's car on the South Rim rond, slightly ddmaging
it.EQ During June of léSk:a wonan glipped on gravsl on ths
Painted wa11,0verlook troil, bruising her left kneo and hurting’
her back.sl The saze swmer Lwo Ilousbton, Teoxasy, girl scouts
received ninor hiking injuries--a sprdned wrist and abrasions

on the hand.sa The next August a Hew York glrl drvove to Iigh

. Point in a rented car, got lost while hiking from thers, ended

up in Bostuwick Park where she called the South Rim ranger, who
gallantly brought her back to her automobile.53

This gives the flavor of the type of accidentsz and rescues

oncountcred at PBlack Canyon. As vicitors and traflfic incresase,

these occurrences will also undoubtedly increase...and perhaps
J 18p

be of a more exciting nature, Ag a casoe in point, one recent

rescue nads a headline in the Grand Junction Daily Scnbinel,
whon rangers rescued by rope two Indiana men stranded on a
ledge 500 feot below ragon Point Ovarlcokogu

s ¥

Wildlife lenaprement and Incect Control: These occtivitlies

in a small morument such as Black Canyon aro gonerally iimited.
Here, porhaps; ths only major and recurrent problem hag involv ed
porcupine damage to the pinon pines toéards_the west end of the
rim drives, especially on the South Rinm at High Peint axong the

patriarch pines.SS .
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In 1936 the porcupinos were causing ruch danage toth to
troes and brush in the Konumcnt,.and a lzilling procrom wag
instituted. Thres porcupines were shot in July ond throo (but
only one of them within the Nonuwscnt) in Sentanbere. Considerable
damago was reported agadn in 1937; and the follouwlng yeor Renger
Leach noted increased porcupine damage and rocormended thay
"control rieasures should Ve investigated.”séThe Repion 3 l.P.S.
office requesbed that "irmediabe authorization be given to
Suporintendent Nusbaum to institute the necessary poréupine
control in this Konﬁment, by shooting."57 Later this yecar Dr.
Mebouzall, regional wildlife techniciandfor Resioﬁ-3; apent one
day on the Soutﬁ Rir1 and two on tho North, "inspocting wildlife
conditions” with p&fticular attontion to porcupine depredationas
And in September, 1939, the chionﬁl 0ffice made its rocommendatio
to control the pprcupincsy the eradication progranm resulting in
the Iilling of 103 this month. The amount of new damage in 1940
was so greate-the complete destruction of hunéreds of trees at

the west end of the North Rim was rcported--that the ranger

folt control by shooting woull be of little concoquence. Iowever,

in 19L0 at leact 39 were chote _ .

In eﬁsuing yoars the‘amount of damage fluctuated; while
the eradicaﬁion program apparently was dropped until 19LhL, when
a great increase in the populationfmpThe rodents
were even chowing buildings and signs on the North Rine The
ranger thero, with a homespun sense of humor, reported killing
a "porky" in July of 19l which had a taste for outhousocss
"Puneral scrvices were hold for him July 19th. He started to eat

the house the night of July 10th." Anong the elght shot on the
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ilorth Rim in August of 19ldy was one "sitting on tho seat in the

out-door toilst."
.+ By 1950, anazingly enough, there was no fresh porcupine
activity reported, but five years later damage was incrcasing

among the pines at Iiigh Point. In all, porhaps secveral hundred

percupines were sliminated during the Vonumont 's first two

decades, with questiona 10 resultse

Jjome of the lesser wildlifc problens were Lizayrs ONE3.
For cxample, in Septenber of 1636 paclkrois wero causing trouble
at the Horth Rim work camp.sa In August, 19Hb, the Horth Rim
panger was shooting prairie dogas at the upper end of Grizzly
Guleh because the poison which the ranchers had boeen putting out
2op the rodents was killing the sage hens, and shooting ceemed
a more selective way in which to eliminate

Pigh MManagement problens wefc certainly of litile

consequence in this Honumont; bub sonetincs the level of the

Gummison River in labe gurmer would fall so low that the figh
On such occasions the rangers would
be

porulation was endangered.

call the corotakor at East Portal and ask thab more water

released over the damas.
Tngeeh Gamage within the Monument has nover bzen serious

enough to cause ony particular concern. The pihons on the -

Yorth Rim were inspected for insect attaclk by Donald De Leon, an

entomologist from tho Berkeley office of the Nabtional Park ’
Ssrvice, on Decerber 3, 1935, but there gesmsd no problem at
that time.él In the 1939 swmer there was & ninoxr bectle

2 and in Auzust of 1941 the pino bectla infestation

w63

infcootatbi on,é

yas peported as "mot Dads

eV
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Firc Proteetion: Although the IMomwwent is located in somi-

apid country ihore in gummer the fire denger may be high, there

have becn no serious firss within the ilonument since ite
cstabligiment,

Vhen wo seasonal park ranger posibtions wers sob up for the
swtaer of 1936, 1t was nobed that aﬁong aach f;nger’s duties

be 'patrolling for pOSSiblGogofi?QSQeouéu.’In the f£all of

[

woul

r

. Forester Jack 8. Burrows visited the .

P

this same year, Distric
vormment and recommendsd afterwards that a cooperative fire
fighting egrecnent with the U. S, Porost Service bo seb UD.
Thefoaftar, o .murbhor of cooperabive arrangements wers made
through the yesars bstuwecn Black Canyon and other regional
orgenizations and individuals for the suppression of fire, For
the ourmer of 1938, for eoxzample, a compleve fire organigzation for

the lonurent was ccshablished by the tiro scaszonal rang
3 , 5

nd locations of cooperatives, standing orders for

Ci
o

phone numher

food supplies for from ten bto Firdy rion, maps shouwing fire trails

and cover btypos, location of fire Tighting equipment, and a doctor

who could bs called in cease of wmergencys. In Hey of 1940
arrangenents word made for Tire assistance from the Colorado

lational Monument GCC.carp; mubual assistonco agrozments were

concluded with Uncompshgre Maticnal Forest end the Division of
Harly in the gurmer of 1946 an egroomont was

to
mado rith men in Rostuwick Park to come upAthe Fonumenb i

Grazing in 1942,

Ml =N s Ilfl R - 1II’ R .- e ll- N Illl‘lirl L

n ithe

evont of c fire, end if tho fire were large thz gheriffd would

send nion, upon request. In 195). tho Monument recoived & fire plan

from the Purcau of Land Manugement, giving nans3, 206205308 wnd

phono numbors of all who could bo called upon for assistince;
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_the pomwicant saw to its ovm fire prevention
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the next yoar ths fire plm wWas furniched by liountain sStetes
Tel ﬂphonc\'
In addision to dependance upon agsistance fron cocperatives,

sasureds  In the

_'1

surzier of 1937 Forenbt Service-type fire caches were ordered fa
ecach rim (thouch not recoivod irziedintely), weo ater barrels were
f£illed "for irmediateo use, and toels are placed where they
are inctontly evallable," During July of 1939 cdditicnel £ir
fighting cquipnent wag received and pul In tocl houges ¢n each

rire The lcrth Rim ranger ab this time constructed a tool box

e apyCm

equiprent for ten men which could Teo corried

(}

containing complete

in the pa t 0l ¢are The next yeur new fiwve tool boieg

A-

recaived, and a fire heuse was built Lo hold then.

so arvenged that ore man can sasily loazd thew into a piclkup in

o
ES

’-n
é
Q
n
cf
Lo
(‘IJ
é
*-ﬂl
1=
i
o
H
1921

short order." For building protesction six new

were obialned this sine swriers

By 1943 oach rim had a fire cache which anmyone could use,

and this yeuay a tewporury sholter for & fire dange station was

set up and partially equipped. o cub devm ch fire hazares,

1ecds wWers pe“1sdic“xly ranoved by tae ran~e1365, end

rocdside 1
the few fire tralls were perlodicslly "brushac. Wnen fire
dangsy beceme extreme, the rangers would ocecegsionally put up
waraing signs in the picnic q“ewu,_such>as the 1955 cnes for

Dregon Roint and High Point vhich read "Pleeze, no fires in this

arcie ™

The Honument!s commendable fire plang, cooperaiive agreenents,

ising cquipnent have fortunately never beenn put o a

difficult to nake o very exciting

-

govere tests and indeed it is
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accoun’s of tha firss which have occurrsd in the vicinlty of ihe
ronument. In July of 1042 a burned arcao was found below Worner

Point winere there hed apnarenitly bsen a lake gprin

C

mguchk of the same youar the South Rim ranger sxzbinguished a amall

roadside fire probably starisd by a eigarcites, Ton voars latsy

o Lire, andin .

0%
J20L

there was o fire about a mile from the South Fniraace road oubside

of ths Momument which Ranzer Dobbins and threo others fought for

.

three hours until the Buresu of Land MHanagement acrrived with a

66 . . .
crew of 15, Ths {ires buraed “uout G 2eres end i not dizcovered

ht have spread into the Monumont: On

ig
occasicn fishermen weuld inadvertently start Lires along the

river, wiich luckily always burned themselves cub befere %co much

damege. occurreds In Octeber of 195l o potentially olectrifying
fire might have cccurrsd--bub didn't~~- tvhen the telsphone hox
on tho cutasicde of the South Rim worehouse wos hit by lishtning

Prospecting: Prospecting has never been & probler in tha

Black Canyon eares, inagsmuch as the raogion is not "economically®
iineralized, Hewever, during She surmier of 194, when nminecrals

wore in demand, the supervisoby rangers had to "advise a good

many prospectors againat activiﬁy'within the Hoanent."67;
VARDATISM and 01he? Violationg Inevitobly, with increased

accoasibility of the Monuwment during the sumuer, and even into

68

the winter, theroe has besen en asgociated increace in vandallgn,

eapneially by so-called "locals," This gencrally has talken the
mostly malicioug,

form. of minor damﬂge,uo bonuJaﬂt eigns and othor man-made items,

and danese to natural features, generally not wilth melicion

intent. Rslated would bte tho corefrec throulng of roclis Into the

CaAnNyONe
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Many of theseo liinds of violations have rather natueally
not becn docwmented, Dubt encuph have hesn o cive 2 piciurs of

the probleme, Rock throwing appevently is o natural reactlion by

-

rman o 2 yowning gorge; ond on one occasion cven a stote highuey

patrolmon rolled rosks inte the canyon, on July 2, 1936,

A D

wanded visitors for

Throuch the years the ranzers probably repri

3 -

this type of nctivity ncre than en otheyr; znd, nicoaly enough
’ )

the offendsrs were gencrelly pleasant in theivr reaction, One

tourist who was not apprehcended hed o consciencs which forced

a confession four yoars after his dstardly deed:69

z Canyon, and
ro to push some

[¢]

vesesA fricnd of mine and I visited Mo
Wihile we were theore we yielded to a dosi
poeks over the edze of the procipiece, having great

pleasure in hearing the irmenso noise crouted dy ths i
vocks folling against the rocks below., I well realize

that we should not b ave done this, and I sond my

aincere opologye I om a Chriztian, and I felt it
riecessary to get in touech with you concerning the

mattar. : ‘

Flower picking was anothsy activity enpaged in by tourists,

N > . 8 'Y '
usually without Yheipr »eelizing that it was unlauwful, The South
Rim ranger made parbicular note of this bappening during July of
19117, when the favorite victim was the mariposa 1ily.

Signs were occasionally defaced or even venoveds During the

ainter of 1GLA-47 vandals riddled a sign on the lorth Rim, and

several houndary signs were removed on that rin during the 19lly~

45 winser, @&y On July 9, 1936, a lontrosze boy scratchod his
name and dates on the tin roof of itho South Rin reglstration boxe

Following up on the incriminating svidoence, tho ranger had the

father bring hin back to the Fonvnent;and paint out the .
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lonthly Roport, Septeabor, 1936.

Ibide.

P e d .

Blacl: Canyon file, lational Archives.

ijonthly Reporit, Hay, 1937.

ronthly Report, June, 1938, The ranger had to confer with
Superintendent Nusbaum or Assistant Superintendent Iranke
berore naking a decision on this requests The final -
decision was presunebly negativoe.

Ironthly Report, liay, 193%.

Unlegs otheruise noted, the following resune’ of grazing
probloms is based upon various lionthly Reportse .

Thide

Lotter, Anderson to Director, April 21, 1934 . Black Canyon’
file, liational Avchives.

Lottor, Wirth to Acting Direcltor, Decenlor 28, 1937, Black
Conyon Tilo, Hational Archives.

Honthly Report, Sepbember, 1936. Thoso along the boundary
were placed within a fev feet of the actual boundary lineca

lonthly Roport, August, 1936

Ponthly Report, July, 1939. By the way, in addition %o
chiccking on decor pouchers in out-ofw-tho~way spots, the
North Rim ranger also came across four ren on the
Cunnison River who were fishing without a license ond
turned them over to a sbate game warden.

Vonthly Report, Ausust, 1939

I'onthly Report, Soptenbor, 193%.

tionthly Report, June, 1942 |

lonthly Report, July, 194i2. In 1936 there had been a sipn
posted near the Horth Rim oentronce werning against the
tropping of ony aniralse = Honthly Roport, Septenibor, 1936,

Vonthly Report, October, 1943.

onthly Report, October, 19lle

i‘onthly Report, July, 19lile

I'onthly Report, October, 195 .
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lionshly Roport, Octobor, 19116,

ronthly Report, €52 Scoptember, 1936,

Lotter, Warnor to Carmeror, July 75 1936, Black Canjyon Tile,
Iiational Archives. ,

Lettor, Franke to Director, October 10, 1935. Black Canyon
Pile, liational Archives. ; ,

LoSter, lIusbawa to Director, Hovember 12, 1936. Black Canyon
file, llational Archives.

lionbhily Report; June, 1937«

lonthly Report, July, 1937

jlonthly Report, lay, 1938

Letter, Lytle to Iusbaum, October 31, 1938. Black Conyon
file, Hational Archives. .

Black Canyon file, ational Apchivesgs .

Book 272, Hontrose County; 13 ceellancous Real Estabte, DPPe
296=2984 . ; . |

Lotter, husbaum to Grant, Hovaiber 5, 1938, Black Canyon
file, Hational Archives. Grant wrote bto Carmcrel, nye
you say I should do this, I will do it." - Letier of
Tioverber 10, 1938, Black Canyon file, Hationol Archivess

tionthly Report, July, 1939«

Letter, Franke to Dirccbor, February 27, 19L0. Black Canyon
file, Netionnl Archives. ‘ ,

Thid.

lemo, N.P.5. Senior Fnzineer to Burney, Vint ond Barton, April
2, 1940, Black Canyon file, National Archivese Burney had
roported this to the Senior Enginecrs

Ibide

Tbide

lonthly Report, liay, 19110,

l'lonthly Report, July, 1951.

vonthly Report, August, 1952
Honthly Reports, liay-Octobor, 1955.'.

MAankhly Renorbt. July, 19Sh
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1'onthly Roport, Aurust, 195l

Report by J.
October 6,

K., Somerville, Resident ILondscape Architect,
1936, With tonthly Report, Octobor, 19363

Tionthly Report, July, 1943

lonthly Reoport, August, 19133 wall &t Dragon Point Overlook
picnic aroca comploted in fucust of 19Llie - Honthly Report,
Aurnst, 1%Lk

Lonthly Report, June, 1941.

lonthly Report, Juns, 1916,

onthly Report, October, 1952,

Lonshly Report, June, 195he .

Monthly Report, July, 195&.

uonthly Report, August, 1955,

Gprand Junction Doily Scntinel, July 13, 166!l

regcued on

The rnicn ware
,“_Iu.‘......._.c_- . o .
July 1l, aifver being stranded overnighte

she following sccount of porcupine damaje and control is
based upen naberial in the Monthly Reports, except 28
otherwiso noteds

Letber, M. J. MeColm To Director, no dats bubt probably late
1928, Black Canyon file, National Archivess .

I"Did.

Harold Rabceliff,

Regional Forester, nade a ficld ingpection

on July 27, 19ldi, noting that porcupine danage was

ovident even xwong

the ouoks on the South Rime = licmoO,

nabelifT to Regional Director, Region 3e Black Canyon
Tile, Hational Archives.

Monthly Réport, Septenber, 1936,

1onthly Report, August, 194l

l‘onthly Report, Soplemnbor, 194he

Honthly Repoft, December, 1935

onbhly Roport, August,.1939.

tonthly Report,

other inss
trlcd to p

around headquarbers, but to no ovoile. - ilontl

lay, 192

August, ighl. As an armsing aidelipght on
ot control, in lay of 1942 the South Rim ranger

+une off tent caterpillar tonts on bushos
11y Report,

-
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The following compilotion on fire proscetion is based upon
onthly Reports, except &s othorwice notods
ropoyrtod :
One ronger in July of 1945 @md that a mixturo of salt
ond fuel ol could be put on rodsids grass to 1l
it, if applied in early springe - lionthly Report,
July, 19L5. '

vonthly Report, October, 1952. P
Bonthly Repert, Avgust, 19,

Tho following coupl

iation on vandalism end other violations
is based upon Mont: 8

at

21y Reports, except as otherwise noted.

Letser, Charles Flamm tc Ray Dobbins, July 19, 1943. Black
Conyon {ile, Hational Archives.
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TIE 15ISSION 66 DICADZ: 1956-1966

Tho year 1956, of course, was a pad lebter™ ono fox the

Hational Park Service, since during this jear HISSION 66 wos
instituted, a program of staffing and developrnient which would .
enable the nabional parks and ponunents to servoe cono Go fiillion
visitors annually Ly 1966. ®oxmzg Whoreds Black Canyon National -

yonmument may have been slightod by the federal works projects 7 7

of the 1930's, it was certainly to reap the benefits of this A

new dccado of irprovement.
The devolopmonts at Black Cenyon which stand out, as HISSION -
66 cories to a close, include espocially the new paved South Rin

chway ond the associatoed paved entrance road fror UeS, 50; the

1,:',
LY

slocation and developrient of the large canpground and eumphi=-

theater on the Soubth Rin, the improvement of trails oand overlooks

on both rims, including the sjnstallation of adequate guard rails,

the developrient of self-guiding nature trallg on both rims, s

s7ell as roadside exhiblts, the consolidation and fencing of the

irprovenent of the Horth Rim comprround and road,
surmer staff and inauguration of a regular daytime

and evening interpretive prograr the assignment of a year-round

supervisory ranger to the lonument, and improvement of the South

Rim concession stande. As less evident but perhaps longer rangs

sdvancess the preparation of a dotailed master plan for the

I{ommc;it s N interpretive masber plon, ond a corprchensive

rmascum prospoctus, with consbructlion of & nouw South Rinm visitor

centor/headquartors ond new thougzh less pretentious tuildings

for the lorth Rinm imminent. Ab the sorio time during this period

thore remnined unsolved sone of the long-plaguing problens such
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a8 waber end porcupines.

Progresgs, to be suro, was slow at Black Canyon for.the
first fow years of lission 6ot Indeoed, during the first yoar
riost of tho doveloprents wero outside of the Momuicnte Surveying
cormienced in July of 1956 on the ncw statc entrance road Lron
U.S. 50. At the start of the MNorth Rim entrancoe road in August
a local Liong Club erected o 3'x6'Y sign reading "Black Canyon, "
wnile tho lonirose Chamber of Cormerce wag preparing fouwr large
(L21x2l') signs with a picture of the canyon, the capbtion
"Follow Hi=way 50.seeeebo the Black Canyon of tho Gunnison
lHotional Honument,"the canyon depth, and the notabion that the
ponument was free. Trhege signs woere to be placed sitrategically

throughout the state, including one at Fruita and one at Canon

- Cit7e

Within the Monument, the South Rim concessioncy opened
on June 10, 1956, with a nswly constructed (by the H.P.S.)
screr and hot and cold wator system which greatly improved
cervice. And in late surmer Project Eagincer Hiel Grunigen
and rark Naturalist Duight Hamilton visited all of the overlook
points on both rims to determine the number of posts for
plamned guard railse.

The mogt Importont initial improvement involved the
completion of the new paved approzach rcad from U.Se. 50. Although
the existing entrance road was dutifully mainbtained, and
certainly was an improvemont over the 0ld narrow road which
was sbill in use in 1GL7, it discouraged many vie tors,esncciwlly

in bad weather, Indeed, tho stroetch from Bostwick Park to the



entrance, tho Alas_t section to bo iuproved, wvas litorally:
i..mpassiblo in wet weathor, a dangerous end glippery orass
oven uith chaing. During roiny spells, sevoral days would
somobiries pass withoub any tourists oven boing cble to navigate
this section of road to the Monurient, )

Mighway work was bogun in liay of 1557 by tho Haerrison
Construchion Corpany, and by the end of Octeber tho black-top
finish coat was conpleted Lo the lion “,:ent. boundary. Thoe now
road was being well usod by lato the noxt spring, with 5739
visitors conilng into the Monument fﬁom Iighiray 50 during the
ronth of Iay, 1958; a treaendous incrcase over provious years.
The new approach highr.-:éy was -dedicated at speéial cereronioes
on May 25, 1958, At 1:15 peme & ribbon was cut on Statle Foute
347, as the entrance road was designated, by the U.S. 50 Quecne
A procos:sion of cars then proceeded up the new road and into the
onument to Pulpit Rocl, *.ﬁiere addresses were delivered over &
public address systen arranged for by the Nontrose Chamber of
Conrierco. Speakers included Regional Haturalist Bmawin Alberts,
Superintendent Bussoy, :mdliir. Waltors, clﬁirman of the lontrose
Lions Club Bebterment Commdtbtoes

Mis new enbrance highway was groatly to encourage increaced
travel to the Souish Rim, as already suggested. By tho end of
July, 1958, visitation was up l;Sfi over the previous June and 675
over July of 1957. Incvibably, however, tourisis were going to
be discouraged to discover, "a‘c”the end of this fino entrance
road, a relatively unimproved liomwont rim road, 4And by rid-

-y

surmer there wero nony complaints from drivera 0 expected to



Iiscion 66 = L
' | | | /211

()
| ]
.

£ind a paved road all tho way to and alonn thoe rir.

‘ ith inereased visitaﬁion, the problen of public safeby ab
the various ovorloo 5 intonsificds On June 5, 1958, Regional
Dircchor Balier, Reglonel Chief of Interprétation Grogss Supers’
inteonden®y Eus soy end Supervisory Ranger Ives made an inspcction
of the Soutk Rin to, among othor things, detormine guard rail
locations. In Soptember of this year guard rail construction
comicneed at Sunseb Vicw on the South Rin (Scptenber 17) end
Fnoeling Camel on the Torth Rim (September 22). By the end of

nonth
his yesy a curbing had been finighad at Sunset View and Ghasn
Viow and forms wero in at Cross Fissuros Overlook, bho projoct.

for the South Rim thus being 21 corpleteds Cn the North Rin,

where the project was 20 completed, railings were in at Xnocling

Cansl and’ Big Icland Ovcr100 Work was to contimue on the guard
rails and curbs Ticu_-s overlooka for the ncxt thro socacons,

£inally being comploted in Hovemuer of 1960.‘2
Tnersazed visitabion also necessitatod incronsed vigitor
facilities, including interprotive developriontse In August of

1657 Regional Haburalist Aﬂb ts, Park Naturalist Hamilbon, and

Dr. Richard Beidlemsn of Colorado College visitved both rims and

-begen tle doveloprient of an interpretive mastor plan for the

fomuicnt Jhlch was put into an initial draft in Septlerber,

subuequontly to be greoably revised and irnwovcd.3 In this master

plan was nention of the proposed South Rim Visitor Centery; to be

located originally et the neuly nured Guanison Point, 2 "Woyapal

Point" type of attended observation station on tho lorth Rinm at

flarrous Overloolk, and a mmbor of sugpested self-guiding noturo
trails and rocdside exhibits. Later, these threo individuals



bo riamed by uniformod persomcl.

tpails were developed abt Ce

wero to prepare o detoiled museun prospectus for thoe South Rin

Vvisitor Centcr, o docurent which also subscquently undorwent

Iiscion 66 = 5
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considerable rovision by many individunls, including Pork liaturalist

Patbt Hillor.u
As enother interprotive development, an information trailler
was parked at Pulpit Bobk starting in July of 1959, generally to

The next Juno the trailer was
poved on to Chasm View, despite the fact that a travel study

indicated that only 289, of the piSEestetkages llonument visitors

over cot that far along theo rin roade 0n the North Rin the
waysid

entrance road junction and ivplonbed near the flagpole, a riore

ng the rim

logical place than itg former location farther alo

Arivoe

During tho initial phase of HISSION 66 there was somo

developumont of limited inberprotive displays and trailse In mid-

surzier of 1957 exhiibits on the canyon formation wore oroctod on

both ring, and work cormaenced on an $rmrovod trail out bo Worner
3 ¥

xt yorner Point Trail sign was placed at

Point., The next July 2

roint, ond arrow signs.were placed strategically along the

Hign &
covrse of tho trails Also this swmer (1958) self-puiding nature

dar Point on the South Rim end Chasa
View on the Iorth Rim.6

The nunber of Monument viaitors, especially thoseo staying

overnight in the South Rim cdmpground, vas becoming such thab

rioro porconalized $nborpretive services sconed in ordor. In

fuzust of 1658 Park liatura
Aborbs vigited the Monument to make plans for "nightly campfire

1

o oxhibit shelier wes shifted in August, 1960, to the main

1ist Pot 13iller and Roglonal Hoeturalist
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rosrans and delly naturs walks and euto coravans.” By month's
end tuclvo capiiro programs had boen given to L13 people, 16
-naturo wallzs wore scheduled bub only soeven given, with U5

parbticipants; and aulo tours wero cchaduled bubt never led bocause

of lacl: of intoerests Conducted wallis and talls, of course, had
baen given previously in Black Canyon Hational Monwient but
never boforo as a roubine pard of the lomwicnt s operation.
Improvod\-acilities and favorable publiciby ﬁade 1959
£ood travel yeir; and on October 31 the soasonts 100,000 visivo
entered the Homumiont, Floyd De Wilson, with his mifu'and tno
yowy; sens. They wewve given a gulded tour bf the South Rim.
soinis of interest, "whuro the goology of the Canyon was
explained to them as well as the flora and fauna of the argc.”

Tho oxlow1ng swmner 98,287 people had slready visited the

A da

d v Srya

omuient by tho end of Ausust, an incrsase of 209 over the sane
date the year bofores The new interchange ab the junction of
U.Se 50 and the lomwient entrance road, completed in Ocbober
of 1959, probably servod as a minor added inducament to
visitﬁtion.

paved

"°uAr in roads for both rims, but edpccially thwe Zouth Rim,
nad been a1“wcip=“ed for gsoie time; and from M ugast 6-10, 1959,
a teann of H.P.S. personnol wag at the uouc1 Rin making a
proliminary layout oI ho new road there. ([his tsxa included
three men from the Wesbern Office of Design and Construction,
Vornon Anderson, landscape architecet and project supcrvisor of

the Dlack Cgnyon road, Allen Kuebner, coordinating engineer for

Avoa 3, and Donald DBressler, suporvisory uiglway eagincer, plusg

-



——- e [T

'p“r1y in tha IISSION 66 poriod, during June of 1957,
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fomhas Williams, a studont onrinecr. During this poriod Jobhn
1 o]
. Balior, HODC project enginoer, moved to iontrose, oand under

his supervision surveying and staliing of the new road actually

conmenced on Au~ust 12, Tho now canyon aporoach was riade to
tho oast of the exilsting road; and in September a crow Was

working to tio in this now approach to the old Pulpit Rock

roade

Bids were not opened for the South Rim road recongtructlon

until fucust 23, 1960; and it was a disoppointment then to

atscover that all bids wore in excoess of tho prosently
appropriated funds. The problem was peferrod to WODC; and
in October the controct was avarded to thoe Colorado

truction Compeny of Doenver, with the J. P, Elliott

O

Constyruction Compeny as a gub~-contractor. A discussion about

"gpecs and proceduwros’ was hold in Hontross o n October 27; and

on the 335B 31st the Elliotd Construction Com panj began movwng

ccquiprient into the arel.

Before the new road could be comploted, thore were boundhry

adjustmonts'w&ich.had to be made becouse of private land

holdingse. This matter of prlvate 1and and monument boundaries

course, bto the establishmont of the Honument.

land

dated bacly, of

appralsers were a%t tho lonument attewpting bo cppraise sone of

Clarcince Sanburg's holdings on the South Rim, including land in

Red Cinyon, for possible sotﬁl@xenb. Finally, in October, 1960,

successful negotiations wore concluded with Mr. and 1irs. S-nburg
for a 200«Toot right—of~way through their land towrrds tho

southeastern end of the Pomment in cxchage for "o groazing
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pormit, cattle>right ol way, and foe." Thig transa tion allowed
actual construction and resurfacing of the South Rim road to
begzine

Heanﬁhile, during the prefious summér boundary marizors on
20~-foot pipoes had been erccted on all presently ncceded seciion
cornors. And for the Horth Rim, Supérvisory Ranger Ivoes, after

liays 1959, reconnaissaﬁce, wds recomniending the inclusion of
the Grecn lMountain ridgstop within the ilor ugcnt S0 that a new-

‘ ’ ~

rorth Rinm entrance road could cnter at that point: "It was
detcrmined that the overall view of the Conyon fron thu pomnt
sarpassoes any gingle vme obuwlnable fro; within the Honument
and protection, partlculaﬂly hunting, uou’d be simplifie d.if the
boundary was exteaded to the top of tho rldue.

Almost exactly halfwaf through tho HISSTON 66 ducwdo, on
Tovenber 1, 1960, construction began on the South Rin Road
Project, wli0 se complotion would indeed rgprnﬂent a 1ilestons
in the llomuient's historys. Inclement weathor and the untinely
death of sub-contractor Tlliott forced a curtailment of activity
on Hoverbor 233 bub by this date the righteof-way for the

entire road, except for. three pariking arecas, had beon cloared,
several culvortsvinplanted in the new section, and grading "
noarly completed for about half-a-mile of the new roads

'By the way, originally ths new aﬁproach road was to
incorporate several new caﬁyon overlooks; but subsequent pla vning
oliriinated these views. However, after strong objoctions by the
lontrose Chaber of Cormicrce, Park Service Dircctor Uirth made a
fiold decigion in June of 1660 to "include Gunnison Point on the

wntn Blw Pand na sanmraved last summer™ and to have s now "iastor
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plon proparod s :ing tho canp cround, heoadquarters and visitor

center dovoloprients near tho onirance to the lonwaent.' The
now routévould 2also include Tomichi point ‘with its eastward
overlookes

By the end of lay, 1961, the entire r ad project (Contract:

-

o. 1l-10-0232-150) was about ono~third completed, with 75§ of

the heavy rock work done; ond it vas enticipated that the job

would be finishod by mpust 1. Base coarse gra avel hauling was

over in July and construcilon of curbing at pa *“1nr areas and

preparation of ditches had commenced, with oiling and paving

irridinente
on Septedber 1, tho roaﬂ.work was considersd 95% comploted;

and on Septernber 15 a pre-finsl inspection of the wad was

conducted By & uperintendent Buss ey, Project Supcrvizor ‘Bolter,

Pro ject Inspector Browm, Landscape srchitect Andercon,

) Haintenance Fovev“n Pabriskie, and Suporvisory Ranger Heftl,

with Jacl Edwards repreosenting Colorado Constructors, Inc.

Y'nor aeflclencles and corrections wore ncted at this btinmce

Duaring the suamer tourist soason of 1961 travel was
rieasure beoause of the torn-up road; ond those

gpito the posted

down, in large
_drivers who did ventura 1nto the lMonument (do

varnings) experienced considerable difficulby in oub-rianeuvering

the consbruction equipments Indeed, 1% becaie necessary for

Park personnel to have sevoral conferences with the contractor

- to inguwre the safety and courteous troatmoent of visitorsSe

Final incpection and accepuance of the new South Rim drive
Sone

or, Dusscy, Bawards and liefti on Octobor lte So

-

' was r:ade by Bal:
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pinor itais stlll noodéd to be taken carc of at thls tinme,
napely traffic control signs, completion and placing of route
dircebional sipgns, disgonal striping of parking areas, and the
surfacing of the trails to Gunison Point overlookss
Tho novw road made possible travel into the lMonumont through
late £all of 1961, for tho first time in tho history of the area.
1722 people were recorded in Hovembor and 675 in Docombcf, to
bring the year's total to 115,026 (as compared, however, with
122,519 in 196’0). The noxt spring the lonument was open for
its first April in history when travel was recorded, and 2461
to_ur'ists came in,- many more then anticipated. Good weather,
good publicity, ggl__c} e good new road wero contributing factors.
| _'i‘hé Yontrose Chamber of Cormerce wag pushing for a
dedicatidn cerenony in May of 1962, to advortise the new paved
hishway; and the Rogional Director wag invited to parf:icipate.
lay 27 was designstied for the_‘ céz’eazzony,l and Supervisory Ranger
white plugged the celebiation on a special TV prograa on Hay
11, When Sunday, May 27, rolled arcund, on hond as special
participants were Edwin Alberts, rebresenting the Rogional
¢ffice, Park Naturalist Pat. lMillor,Supcrintendont Dussey who
gave the dedimbion address, Albert Bellgardb, president of the
_‘I'Zontr'ose Chamber of Comerce, who reprosented the local cormunity, .
Suporvisory Ranger Lowell White, and Rupert Petorson, Chaimen

of the lMNontrose Chaiber of Commorce Tourist-Publicity Cormittec.

The ribbon cutting took place at Tomichi Point at noon, with
the ontroso rodeo aqueen Joyce Hoore Going the honorse Un-

fortunately, tho weathor was miserable, taldng 'nuch of the

.
.
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Juster from the celobration;" ond consequon‘cly o very cmall crowd
attendod the proceodings. Bowever, the event cort ulnly

represented an irportant culnination of one of the mout irportant

»I5SI0H 66 projocts for the Honumond and would make posszible, in

groator neasurs, the operation of Black Canyon as a noarly

yoar-round Park Sorvice unite
mile worlk had been proc eeding on the South Rim drive,

plamning was un dCf"Ju-)f for other South Rim dovelopments. In

Sopbember of 1901 the Headquartors Haster Plan draw ring was being

eviewed, and the canpground pOI"GlO'l was recommonded atb this uime.

!

Inginser John Dalrer corpleted uhO topographlc survey for

the campfire circle in Hovember; and on. Z&prll a7 (1962) the
cappground drawing (iToe ITM=BCG=3117) was approvod. Inv:.ta'o,tons

went out in mid-June for pids for construcbion of the cazpground

roads, narking arcas, pit toi let camnsites and campgyound

facilities for a 100-unit carpground, with the carpfire circle
dovelopment being delayed for the time being.7 On July 17 the

contract (Mo 1L|r—10-02_>2~702) was amrded to the Corn Construction

.Company of Granb Junction in the amount of 572,173, Survey work

for the corpg round project was finished by early fugust and

pbed aboub August 6. It was Gocided that
the installation of tables, fireplacecs and garbage coans would

be left to the Park Servicee

Aithough work procceded on the cump(,round arca in late

summey and early fall of 1962, funds were lacking to push the

corpletion, and it becarie necegsary in Octobor to rove the

facilitios of the Lions Spring canpground into Loop A of the

On Oclober 23 of this year final inspection

neu carpground.

1
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and accoptance of tho Corn Construction Company?s work was rade.
carmfire circle working drawings were approved in February,
1 bids went out in March of 1963 for carpground tablos,
fireplazes and charcoal burners, the bid avarded in carly April,
on June 18, tho Corn Consciruction Company rodoived the conbract
(1lo. 1L-10-0232-788) for the campfirc circlo, as woll as wayside
exhibits, entrence sign ond campground barrier constru.ction-8
Fin2l inspection of the new campground facilities was made on
October 23, lé63, by Supervigsory Rangor White, Sup erintendent
Bussey, Contractor!s Englneor Cheator Drickson, and Project
Supervicor Daniel Babbitt,

This fine necw campground, like tho paved entrance road ond
paved rim road before'it, wag to have an iwportant inpact on
tho Momuanbls popularity. In June, 1963, campground usage
on the South Ninm had elready Goubled over the previous year!

During this perticular period sone innovations were béingv
nece with respect to thoe Monumant boundariés, toos In fugust
of 1942 work started in earnest on boundary location and
narking on both viis, especially the Horth Rin whore designating

and fencirg the boundary was felt imporabivo to reduce grazing

vtresspass.9 on theo South Liim the Loundary was being carefully

surveyed preparabtory to ﬁutting in a darift~-feicce The Bouth
Rim fence bids were origindlly_scheauled o bo opened in July,
1962, but this was put off at lenszt to mgust 23, "ponding
reviaiong of the gspecifications and corpletion of survey wworke
Thoro wos still interest on the Horth Rim irf-cluding the

ctop within tho boundary, bui the idea of raving tho visitor

-

ridg

»

9
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centor sobt atop tho ridge had besn given up as impractical, in
ey of 1961, Rogerding the North Rim boundary, land ovmors
Ailyn and Gates had discussed with the Perk Service possible
land exchanges "to effect botter boundery aligmment and provide
3and for headquorbers development.! These ren, however, were
not inberestod (susust of 1962) in trading for Pureau of Land
lanagesent land but wondered instead if some of the existing
ronument land could bo exchmged with theirs..s..an exchange
which, as the Fark Service pointed out, would recuire:
congressional actiocn.

The survey of the South Rim drift-fence line waé completod
b, the Bursau of Land Hmaéemani; and WODC in time for a "show-me"

inspection by prospective bidders on fugust 16; and on Augs %

Company of CGrand Junction (Contract Lo. l&-10~0232-712). Thoe
company planned to begin consbruction on August 29. By the
end of October, 1962, all of the stesl posts had Lecn seb plus
rnany of the iIntorspersed wooden posts, and the fgarcing project
wags considered opproximately 605 completeds Anotheor month and
1% was 903 £iniched, -0 |

Settling the North Rim boundery problem was not to be as
casily achieved, The Park Servico had proposed certain boundary
extensiq:ns, end it came as a shock to discover in Hovember of
196u.that the Bureau of Land Manegeoment vas preparing to offer
gsome of this land for public sale. The H.P.S. lfidwveat Regilonal
0fficeo was Immediately notified, and it proved possible to have
the land in question tomporarily withdraim. As the situation

stood in early 1965, information was boing gathered concerning

e e gy i e S g, W A > gt e % o 4 o e n T g
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posciblo land oxchmos on tho Horth hin with inholdorg; and
1£ o boundary ctudy toas Lol that tho north boundary should
bo oxntondod, DI land exchangos night be offociod witi proporty
ounors vordoring tho omuzcnbe '

o parpoitund problars waoso solutloen depondod in nort on
tho {inal dolinosbion and foncing of tho houndary woro livo-
stocl: trospaas and hanting. To be mure, those wors not bl
probless thoy lnd boon in tho oarlier dars of the I:onuzwnt, bub
thoy otill had to Lo contonded wlih, particularly on the loxrth
Rine _

Ca Gebobar 26, 1960, md perlodically thercafbor, sboub

100 ghoop belonging to Jolm Ile Colling of Hobehligs wandored

inko tho Momicnt from lod Allynts inboldings on tho lorth Rim
(cact end)s In Octobor off 1901, Allyn had sheop tro zing

onn tho florth Rixm ond had to bo rca;;inded of Payl: veoulationse
Jio clained bthat o hud an "a\_;rocr‘cz P uish tho loymmont widch
porittod hin Lo graze onwiens lf'*mrz, bubt no ono concernod in
tho Park o*"’»nco could ramgmbor such an oEroonoN Tho following
ey od June o btotal of «7¢ cows wnd 53 bcmbos wore found
regpassing on tho Nceth Rin ovor a 35-doy };)0“‘.;.05‘ and “alt’*owfh
Tve S11ym cxpreasos coneevn over llvestoel: being within the
ilomuiont boundarleos, hwo hag mae vory l.Lttle chout Lt.

unting infractions wers nevor us sorious os tuoy could
havo beon, and the incroacsing prescnco of unifor -;o'd pacoiriol
on Lotk »ins during tho hu:zfl*" seacon provolzod conasldorablo

rostooint, Fon soveral voars the Parl tatupalioh ©

- Nl

PYTER VIS

Colepado Maslonal Fonwont had beon pabrolling tho orth Bin

duping bunsing soagon; tubt in Octobor of 1963, unen this was

o g
Roan
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not dono, Iamnbting prossuro thoro vas roportod as “erbroriol”
vor th Lirvet timo caro and hunbing casps were sob W along tlo
porth Rin oporeach road Just outoide 'tho' omznont, 25 cars boing
obsoorved pariieod alone this otrotch ofle o.“./. Tho ingtallation of
a loclod gabe ond shord soction of drift-fonco ab tho Horth Rim

entranco ponovhiat alleviatod this problos

K5

nig dooade paw o corrondable increaso In netural history
investinations within tho onumont, as well as tho uags of the
Ponuwient by or,[, nised growps Lo oducnbional purposods litchr of
tho rosearelh and colleeiing wun done by profaessicnal sclontista
vabpor thom B 11 Cervico ouplovooz. Thig rostor included guch |
Fnaividuals as Dne VWilidam 4. Webor of tho Univorsiiy of Colorado
Mascu md Dre Al Sidnoy Iyde of Westora Shatols Diology
Dopartriont who accvzmla{;éd horbapivn spocimens, Dfe J0208 ie

Toainter fron Wesborn Sitate who invesbtigatod tho gragses of

tho Hemumend, Walluco Hangon and Robort A. Spoliror of tho U.l.
Goolonical Survey who wero doing exbenslve worl on the Diacl

Canyon geolosy coxplox, CG. Je icCoy of tho University of
Coloprado Iuacun and Favl: Habuealiost Pat 11M1lor vho workoed on

saall marmals and repbileos and anphibvians, v, Lichard Ge

feidloman of Colorado Collozo who worled on tho Memuicnt Lizrda,
Dre Liduard Reed of Colorado Stﬂto Univoraityts Zoololy Dopanvtment
whio carried out an oeoloslcal rocornoissence of tho Gunnison
mivor to dobtemmine whot in‘pa ol tho Curcconti uvabor storngo
project might havo on natural 1ifo within tho llonunmont, Rangor
Jacz iller who ourvoyod the resion for archacolo;ical sllos,

and otherg, Parl Haturaliat Pob 1dllor was complling a Dlaclk
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Canyon National Honument Handbook during his assoéiution with
tho llonument.

Along thoeso lines of scientific ondeayor in tho Honument,
in Septanbor of 1960 Regional Chief of Ranger Activitios Frank
Childs selocbed tho northwest portion of ths_Honument as a
"patural area,” designatod as a "pinyon pinb-juniper associationd"
Eoundaries for the natural arca were esbablished in October,
1961; and tree ring studies wore comienced, in cooperation wiéh
the Colorado Stabo University Forestry School.

Oréanized collegiate and professional groups and bus crowds
often came from great distances to visit the Honument, and the
Pariz Service ordinarily made available a rangor or naburalist to
orient such groupse Individual'visitors, too, were recelving
nofe attontion at Black Canyon as IMISSION 66 progresseds In
June of 1962 an information trailer was pormcnently located at

Gumison Point as a conbact station, mamed soven days a week

from 9 to I (ordinarily). Also, nature walls were schoeduled
at Gunnison Point at 10 and 2. Attendance at first only

averaged five porsons, but it was optimistically felt that this

nurber would increases It had by 1953, and in August of 196l
there wero 1892 people attending nature walkse |

In July, 1961, attendance at the campfire programs in Lions
Spring carpground averaged 63, with a high of 90; the following
July the total number of poople attending campfire programs for
the month reached 2&07, on increaso of 500 over the last July.
By the end of August in 1963, 5711 poople had come to canpfire
programs in the new carpground during thab years Indecd,

numerous corrments wore made by visitors on the carpfire progroms

- -b- - e e e e owm - Sl Ep—— —‘- -
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in 1963: "Hany foel Thoy are tho best they have atitcnded ony-

where ond imich proferrod to the more formal proseﬁtatlonﬂ in

large aJpnithoaters. luch credit for the success of our prograns

i1a the export group singing leadershilp givcn by Season Laborer

Ibbcmmmm,axm@mq . B

From time to time in this chapter peference has beon made

to the increasing vigibation ob the MForument during its decade

of groatest improvement, In KISSION 66's initial year, 1956,

thero wWere 61,985 visitors to Black Canyon Hational Homumont;

in 196lL., the most recent complete yeaor of record, vigitation had

incroased to 168,18L, When the vonmument celebrated its 30th

mivepsary on March 2, 1963, it was estimpted that a tobel of

more than one million visitors had been to tho area since its-

establi slriont. Spo«kwng of visitors, in August of 1962 Black

anyon celected as its billionth Park Service visitor

representative Theodore P, alinowski end T auily of Decatur,

T11linois, who were met ab Tomichi Point by Supervisory Ranger
3

White and representatives of tho press, presentod with a spédial
cote, end given a personally conducted tour of the

howeovor, horalded "with

ceortifi
Momurients lir. Malinowakl was not,

walling of sirens,' es the lontrose Daily FPross proclainods

with the construction of the new Scuth Rim drive, visitors

were apparently proccoding to more overlooks than formerly,

becauge & survey in 1962 indicatod that 949 were driving at least

pit Rock. Re‘ated to this increased vigitation to

the MISSION 66 program for more roadside

as far as rul
the overlooks was
e7hilbit shelters on both rimge.

dravings for the Southb Rin sheltcrs woro

B e o
e
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poviowod in mugnst of 1962 and pocormended for approvale. During
174 '

October of the samo year Parlz Haturalist Miller initiated

studlos on tho poss ible contents and locotions of liorth Rim

hopefully
exhibits which were to be included in the 190l fiscal year

construction programs Early in 1963 thee>ﬁhibit progpectus
for wayside exhibits, the Gumison Point information shel ter,

and visibor conter was reviewed by intorested staff naibors

and a fer minor revisions noted,ll and in ilerch congiderable

uork wos accomplished on the Horth Rim Waysido Inberprctation

perision of the Haster plan.t1l@

Three South Rim ways ide exhibit shelters were comp’eted

snd ingprected on Ocuooer 23, 1963, but no exhibits had as yeb

beon pwepﬂﬂed, although the Western lMuseum Leboratory was working

on theme To expodite matters it was d001ued in Harch to divert

196l fiscal=-year nmoney originelly scheduled for lorth Rim

exhibits to bhe South Rim exhibits, oasols, ctce, "in order

that all planned interpretive devicec on the South Rim can be

corpleted. ™
The Gunnison Point Exnlblt Sheolter v was being plamned as

T
rore than just e mere wayside. In Harch of 196l the third

revision of this shelter plan was recelved, roviewed, and

approved, and proliminayy aramvnﬁs were approved in Alel, with

tho hope that construction cculd be started by June l. Howsver,

Men June arrived it became apperent that conctructlon would be

delayed indefinitely because‘no bid was received within allocated

funds.
ne last major South Rim project under HISSIO 66 would
1nvolve construction of the new headquartors/visitor centor

TS e o vy e
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noar the nouw cimpground. Plamming for this devolopront had,

of course, becn going on for a numbor of years, although

originally the visitor centor site had becn suggested as

cunnison Pointe Two major gtumbling blocks encounterod In ¢l»

developmont of the headquarters area involved sufficient land

for the associated Paric Service residences and the old-time

probl m of water avallabilitye
Suporintendent Bussey had been warnod in Augus® of 1961,
when the revised Hestoer Plan Dra v1ng M{=5BCG=-2110~ ¢ was forth-

coming, of the nouglng proolem. wODC Lendscope Architect Harvoy

Tenson sugcesved that additional private 1onds be secured SO

that the boundary could be oxtended to permit ths development.

thot even if additional land wvere

someone else pointed out

availeble on the north slope of Signal Bill, there would be

seriocus snow remioval problems thore in the wintertime for a

permanent settlemente .
Pre water problem Lfor the oxi t' ing facilities in 1963

had become such that it was nobed in fugust "water hauling

i1s becoming more and more a full time job." A big new

develon‘enu could certainly not be realized until there was

o more rcalistic solutlon to this particular ailzmia ‘than water

hauling! As far back as September of 1958, willian A Hobb,

regional hydrologic engineer, had vigited tho South Rinm to make

a fiocld study € concerning water cource for tho anticipated

developments A yoeor later {0DC Project Engineor Tulligan made

anothor water devolopmont study of the Soubth Rime On Augusv

9, 1960, WoDC Utilities Engineer Montgomery and Projoct

Qunaryd aor Balter. with Supervisory Ronper flefti, visib ed I ?lvor
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rorbal to assesc tho foogibility of o pipoline location from
ghe porbal to the now developument and the possible 1oc“txon

for a schorago roservoirs The "Oliver drop" was also exariinod
as an alsernate possibility but tent_ati\iel:-f rejoctod.

In October of 1961 1o U.S.GeSe mado a vI&tO"" analysis of a
spring near the US 50-Colorado 3147 junction as o possible source

and
ror iho new dovclopnient; €2 therse was oven tho suggostion in

tiay of 1962 that headquarbers be built near the junction rather

shan in the Monument .12

Williom lictt was in the area again in carly October, 1962,
investigating tho pobaebility of water fron Hick Gray spring, on
the cheance tnat this spring might be Lapped for the Monument
doveclopriont, Also, water storago facilities wero being discusvsed
for the vicinity of the planned Soubh Rim headquaruers. Such
i‘acilities woro dealg;natad for what now was privabte land ormed
by the Spnburgs. CGeorgo Sanburg va s. agreen ble to working oub

ar*'a.k,e“onts for cuch a wator development on his oun holdings,
but his brother Clerence was unwilling to sell any of his
holdings for the associated pesidential developrient unlecs _thé
Parl: Service wanbed to buy 1511 of his property in and adjacent

to the Yonument abt one times" Finally, on Sepbember 255 19063,

whon o WODG tesm was reviowing futuxre cons“ruction needs on

the South Rim, consideration was given to water and sewer

systens, and the proposed water line staked out by ma&;z.neer

Jobn Ballard was inspectode
Rogerdleas of the ultimato solution to the hoadquarters
wnior problem, clsewhere in the ifonunent water a.vallability

would continue to proscnt a problem ab lca._z for the time bHoinge.
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During this period considoration of wator availability for the
Iorth Rim had bvosn going ahead, and in Hlay of 21960 Don Coffin
of the U.8.G.3. niade a water survey ﬁhere. Somoe opblmisn was
aroused when Hed Allym in January of 196l discussed with the
Superintondent his plan to pipe wator froxm Poigon Springs to
Grizzly Gulch along Griszly Ridge above the ranz:sr station
and North Rim drive, with the Possibility that gomo of the water
night be made available to the lonument, However, iIn iarch
Allyn had $o report that the Cathedral Water Company, which
intended to install the water line, could not obtain an F;H.A._
loan, and Allyn felt financially unable to undertale the nro ject
hingsel.f, o 3 i

There were goveral positivs water innovations Ingtituted
during this do éde. Toe NHorth Rim cistern wes groatly irsproved,

2.

the South Rim headquarters water sysbea was winberized in
October of 1961; and in June, 1962, a driniing fountain was
iﬁstalled in front of the South Rim concegsion stand. Thig
laster instollation, dependent upon hauled waber, quickly
afforded its own problen, as wans sarier 4ays enéouraged vigsitors

to drink decp and long.,..and the fountain ran dry. The Honirose

Daily Press pictures this fiasco:l3

Thore were en awlful lot of thirsty sichbsecrs
looking in vain for a drink of water at the fountoin in
frent of the restaurent et Pulpit Rock at the Black
Canyon on Sunday. Reports have been coning in that
sowoone Torgot to £ill the well--isorry we cantt gob
anyons o truck In water on Sundayt--so a number of
lziddies hnd to go without. (Why not i1l it on
Spburdcay?) One Park Sorvice Ranger geve o drink to a
group of children Trom his owm water bag. Here vie are
trying to bLreing tourlsts to the crea and then rmledng
thon go thirsty--unless they buy cold drinks--on a
hot swurmer daye

Hoodless to sey, the Park Service dldn't lot the fountain run

B ST
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dry "Su..no
Spoulzing of tho concession sband, in loveubor of 1961

Suporintendent Bussey hod discussed detalls of a new five-joar
concosulon permiit with oporator Tirc. }{athieon ¥ochs Ab thig time
enlargeront of the concession tullding end a fronchise fec wore
also dlscuassed, mo noxt month the ammual frenchise feo wasg
ralzed f‘fom %25 to $100, and the draft of the neur five-yoor
perniit was reviewed. . ring an inapoction visit by Reglonal
Chisf of Concessions lanegeriend Elbert Spith in August, 1963,
ho swgzested that the government consider adding' on o patio Ho .
the building to provide moreo space in tho dining area and
deberiing the feasibility of price increases on food items.

© A now visitor activity curing the FISSIOW 66 dscade
involved tec,ma.cal roclz ¢livbing, The first of those ventures
occurred on July 9, 1961, when Leyton Xor and Nobert Ladrenge

taclkled Big iIslond, By Aa.: gust of 1963, Xor was on nls eighith

"Pipst nscent™ as he and three corponions ini itiatod a four

)

N

day abiack on the Norih Rinm Cbasm View well. The next Hay Kon
geolod Rock Point busttress. Some treffic 3&«5 resulted from .
spectasor participation in these ascentba. .

Sourists continued to make their way down to the Guonison

River in small nubers during those years--ab least 38 made the

trip ia 1961, 29 in 1960--and a few intrepld soula tried to

run--and oven swim--tho river, some successfully, sons nobte The
wildest rlver run during this period was made in July, 1963,
by a nmechanical model of a lmmen taby, whoso river trip in a

baby cradle wes filmed for the Hollywood movie "Me Unsinlzble

l‘olly Drourie ™ . .

B e TR S T
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Unsolved by MHISSION 66 was the porennial porcupinoe problome
Tnspoction of the Monument's pinyons in Juno of 1960 Indicated
the neod for porcupine control again, and it was ingtituted, Two

years later the porcupine damage, especially on the llorth Rin,

again elicited corment and control measuros, "under authority
grantod previously by tho Direct or'“ and 12 porcwines were
rilled during this swmer. Eight moro were shob in the viecinity
of tho badly bi Uo“th Rim campground the next suwer, and oneo
on the oouuh.RiA, mhlle conkrol measures were being plamed for

the next winter leo. But there scoms no end in sight for vhis

pariicular prohleme

A now problem arose during this poriod whon adjacent land
ovmors began spraying the brush on their prooertles to eradicate

it. The first spraying was on the North Rim, with 1ittle effecb

[l

on the Monument VQQOUaLion. Houevev, when uapburg be"an g “ayLng

his land outside of the South Rim boupdary in June of 1963, wind

drifted the spray into the ﬁonument and Illed largo stands of

shrubbery, espoc1 ally around Iragon Pointe This unfortunate
accldent was to result in a prolonged berlcs of surveys and

tolls rolative to the imreparable dmnageg
The many achievaaents of the MISSION 66 decade at Black

Cenyon National lonument were, obviously, the resuli of pains-

taking planning and cooperative endeavor by many individuals

inside and outside of the ﬂaulonal Par rvice. A recital of

L 'lll A - R am = 1" - ‘Ill. - am s .lll Ill‘l'll -

thesgoe many conforences would make teglous reading; but for this

historical consideration it soenms fyportant to highlight some

of thome

.
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iiay 6, 1957, Supcrintondont Hormor Robinsgon and Paric
Jabturalist Daight Hamilton accompanied a Management Survey Team
to the Souih Rin, tho growp consisting of Re zicnal Chief of
Intcépretation H, Raymond Groegg, Regional. Chief of Operations
George Bagsloy, Asslstant Regional Direcctor Melbourno Harvey,
and Regiomol Chlef of Lends Jobn i?. Alton. The next surTaer,
on Junc 5, Rogional Director Baker and Regionad Chiol of
Tniernretation Gregg Joined Supcrintoendent Bussey and Super-

4

visory Ranger Ives to Inspect the South Rim rolative Lo tho
propoced new doevelopments and land exchkango matters. On July
30, 1958, WODC Landscape irchitect Larson, Eagineer Hontgonory
and Engineor Gro: .m.f"m, and Swerintendent Tussey made & field
study on the Scuth Rim with respect to the ueu Hission 66
dovelopments, and anothor field study "in comection with Missicn
1668 Master Plans covering ell phases of present ard fubure
develbpmenbs" gas carried out in July with Regicnal Chief of
Lands Alton, Regional Forester Childs, Reglonal rhgineer
seDonald, the Superintendent, end tonwment pergonnols

As MISSION 66 projects got underway, this patiern of
conferonces and inspsctiong conbinueds on fugust 1, 1960, a

neeving and Lour of the Jouth Rim rolotive ho road construction,

isitor cenber, corpground, and parking area locctbions were

" conducted with Landscape Architcets Benson end Anderson,

Engineor Tuebner, Project Supervigor Bokor, Superintendent

Bussey,Park laturalist piller end pravk Rarger Feftl. When o
Kasber Plan Drawing was belng povised daring July of 1961, WODG
Architects Bonson and Anderson, Suporvisory Enginser

and Tussoy rade a hasty inspection of the propoged cumpround,

-
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winter but had a home in Bosbtuick Park; and the next two winters
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visitor center, headquartcrs and entrance station gites. In lay,
1962, the lomument was visited by Assistant Diroctor Clark
Stratton and WODC Chief Sanford Hill, who inspected the South Rim
road and roviewod other MISSION 66 projec'i:s and plens. \
In Scptesber of 1962, Director Conrad Wirth was abt Colorado
National lMonument, during his stay there discugsing operations
and progrems for Black Cshyone "It was docided at this time that
the future dovelopment for Black Canyon NHabtional Monument would
proceed a‘ccord.{ng to thoe existing development outline and raster :(
plans™ The next September WODC officials Inspected the various
projects already éompleted at the Monument under MISSION 66ecees
Wen the new South Rim administrative area is finished, the
Fomument will, of course, become a year-round opcraticn at'_least
on the South Rim. The paved eatrance and rim roads had already
encouragod travel over a greater part of the year; and by 1963
nany Montrose motel ocwnhers were pushing for a twelve-month
operation. In larch of 1962 it had been decided to leep the
Black Canyon supervigory ranger in the area around tZ'zeiyeam, for
the first ti zfe; The nowly tassigned superv1 SOTY ranger, Loxmll

Yhite, didn'g rermin within the Momment during the onguing

the administrative trailer wag parked here.
As MISSION 668 propressed, swmer stoff incrcased; but ab the
sane time that there was greatoer avallability of money for
persommel, qualified employees, especially naturalists, were
becoming more difficult to obtaine. In February of 196l
considerable time was dovoted to the preparation of Oporation

e e |

Iandbooks dovoted to soasonal ranger, naturalist, end rnin'({cmmce

e
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activitics at Blacl Canyon; and those handboolra would greatly

ato tho oricntation of new employeos as thoy uero obtalned.

- W

On July 11, 1903, tho Denver Post ran an illustrated article

on Black Cenyon headlined "Gumison Ixiormmen‘d Facilities Improved."”
Put the accompanying photogrephic caption reading. Bp $2.2-million
program of improvements along both rims includes 12 overlooks
and parking creas, 102 canping units and roadways' was really
an understatément of what MISSIOHN 66 had already ra';ée:'it s and would

moan, for this particular unit of the Habional Park Servicel

POSTSCRIPT: During tho middle of lMay, 1965, a bteom of Park
Service personnel: from the Reglonal O0ffice and WODC began working
on a new MHaster Plan for Rlaclk Gunyon of the }Guzmison Hational
Vonument, altering éome of the divections of the MISSION 66
progran and introducing obther irnovations. The gorge and west

end of the lMomment were to be considered for M3 1ldernoss shatus”
under the new Wilderness Bill, the Visitor Center/Adninistration |
coriplex was being reviewcd, as well as some of the otﬁér pians.

o Park Sesmvice area these days is static; and these new projocted
directions here simply indicate the accurmulation of i‘nr:'cher hi story

Tor Black Canyon Hational Monuments. -

|




Jiission 66 - 27
/23l

POOTHOTES AND REFEREHNCES

1 = The matorial upon which the follouwing account has been based
ig dprawm in largo moeasure from the Black Canyon Tational
Vonument monthly reports and fron personal oxperiences
of the cuthor, except as otherwise notede

5 - work on tho Horth Rim had boen comploted in August of 1960.
ot unbil April, 1961, would trail congstruction b
Pinished at Rock Point and Cross Figsures on the South
Rim. . ’ :

3 = lfaster Plan Development Outline; Black Canyon of tho Guanison
llational lionument, Colorados interpretabions. 19 ppoy
typed. An interprectation-map part of the lastor Plan
(ilo. MI~BCG-310l) was preparod by ODC in Octobor of 1957.

L - The g%rst draft was completed in typed fomm on Jamwary 27,
1950, ' . ' ’ ’

5 - lionthly Report, July, 1960..
6 - .Theso two trails wore originally seb up by Dr. Richard G.
‘Boidleman of Colorado Codlege, with subseguent -
improvements both in textual maberial and presenbation
format by mony others, including Rogional Iaturalist -
Eayin Alberts snd Park Haturalist Pat Millers, L

> 7 =~ The new anphitheater was eventually completed for use
Guring the 190l sumer season, its delay in construction
being related to the transfor of funds to Colorado liatiord
Yonumiont for corpletion of interpretive facilities there.

8 - Bids had gone'but in Hay, scheduled to be opensd oandﬁé 13,

9 - fccording to a statement by Prank Childs, Regidnal'Chiéf'bfi‘
Ranger Activitles, at a Hovember, 1961, conferencp;«:f S

10 - In May of 1962 the lMonument issued Sanburg an accoss permib
to his land from thres points along the now South Rim ,
drive; and later at loast one sate was pub in the drift=-
fence for his usee 2 P o

11 - The Gumison Point Fxhibit Shelbter was originally slated eg
‘ a 1963 fiscal year projects : -
this smae_time much was algo accouplished on Vols I1I of

1 ) .

12a- At this same UIIX :
the Blaclk Caryon liaster Plan Harrativoe N

12 - This consideration wes put forth by WODC Chiof Hill and -
Agsistant Director Stratiton and recormiended for further

studye ‘ :

13 - Tontroso Daily Pross, June 27, 1962,



